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| .The FIRE-BRICKS (marked “‘ RAMSAY”) aretobe | extensive Manufacturers of Fire-Clay Retorts in the /| 
|seen in all parts ef the world, and the works are the | United Kingdom; and orders for Fire-Clay Retorts | CLEGG’S TREATISE ON COAL GAS. 
| most extensive inthe Kingdom. | of all shapes and dimensions, Fire-Bricks, and every 
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|The atmosphere is thus rendered offensive and un- wt in the Fourth Edition of Clege’s Treati 
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|| FIRE-CLAY SANITARY PIPES, CHIMNEY- | they have also been awarded in the INTERNATIONAL | Of all shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other | | 
|| TOPS, and all Goods made of Fire Clay. Exurprrion of 1862, the Pxizz Mepat for “Gas | Articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the shortest notice, | | 
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|| Process of, carburetting common gas. The most im- a wtoanene. Stocka, WILLIAM BLEWS AND SONS, 

|| portant result to be obtained from this process is that N.B. All Goods thoroughly ‘Tested before sent out, | 9, 10, ll, aud 12, NEW BARTHOLOMEW STREET, | 
| the light can be. doubled or trebled, and that for an and Warranted ey BIRMINGHAM: 
|| equal — of oy the geeoaenes of heat and car- : hs AMD 20, Was? Pn tn my Lomo j 
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|| nation ae may be Godest. Architects, engineers, ey +" _ so for Rony sone, — “1 well | IN THE PUREST STYLE OF ART. IR of } 
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2, NEW LONDON STREET, F.C. BURGH, ALL WARRANTED. | 
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MEDAL AWARDED, EXHIBITION, 1862, “FOR GOOD WORE.” 
| 


‘THE IMPERIAL TUBE COMPANY, BIRMINGHAM, 


} MANUFACTURERS OF 


1 WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, BRASS & COPPER TUBES, 
| GALVANIZED & GLASS ENAMELLED TUBES & FITTINGS, 


LAP-WELDED IRON & BRASS BOILER-TUBES, ETC., ETC. 


#2 Sole Makers of ‘‘ HUGHES’S PATENT TAPS,” Strongly recommended for all High-pressure 
: purposes.—-Price List and Testimonials forwarded on application. 


THE UNVARYING WATER-LINE GAS-METER. 


(SANDERS & DONOVAN’S PATENT.) 








**“Unquestionably the best Water Gas-Meter now in use.” 





MANUFACTURERS: 


THE GAS-METER COMPANY, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON ; , 
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NOW READY, 
OL. XIV. of the JOURNAL of GAS 
LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, and SANI- 
TARY IMPROVEMENT, for 1865, price 2ls., bound 
in cloth and lettered. A.few copies of Vols. II.. IIT., 
VieNs VL, VIL, VIII., 1X., X., XI., XII., and XIII. 


on 
W. B. Kina, 11, Bolt Court, Fizer Street, E.C. 





Gas LEGISLATION, 1865. 


Now ready, 
Reports of the Proceedings before Select Committees 
of the House of Commons. 
BATH GAS BILL—price 1s., by post 1s. 1d. 
KENT GAS BILL—price ls. 6d., by post Is. 7d. 
PRESTON, EXETER, AND FOLKESTONE GAS BILL—price 
Te TROUD & ls. a. . 
(Loe: overnment Supplemental, No. 3 
Bin ee § ts by post ls. 1d. . nie 





Also, price 2s., by post 2s. 1d., 
Reports of the Proceedings before Select Committees 
of the House of Lords on the 


LEAMINGTON, LIVERPOOL, & RAMSBOTTOM GAS BILLS, 
HANLEY GAS BILL. 
UNITED GENERAL (DUBLIN) GAS BILL, 


London: Witi1aM B. Kin@, 11, Bolt Court, Fieger 
STKEET, E.C. 


R. G. W. STEVENSON, C.E., F.G.S., 

(for the last 10 years Engineer to the Corpora- 

tion of Halifax), may be consulted upon all matters 

connected with the construction of gas-works, and the 

manufacture and supply of gas; also upon the con- 

struction of water-works and the supply of water to 

towns; and also in respect to the sewerage of towns, 
and sanitary works generally. 

Offices, Waterhouse Street, HALIFAX, and 14, Park 

treet, WESTMINSTER. 


AMUEL CUTLER, Gasholder 
MAKER and CONTRACTOR 

For Tanks, Roofs, Purifiers, Condensers, Erection 
j;}and Alteration of Works and every description of 
|{GAS APPARATUS, 
i ProvipENcE IRON Works, 


MILL WALL, POPLAR. LONDON, E. 
Main Laying and Gas-Works erected complete. 


CARPENTER’S Improved Wood 
a SIEVES for Gas-Purifiers. 
Works: 14, John Street, Pentonville Road, LONDON, N. 

















The above sieves are used by the principal gas com- 
panies in London and the country. Their utility, 
durability, and cheapness combined, render them su- 
perior to all others. 

Testimonials from gas engineers who have tested 
their qualities forwarded on application. 

All orders punctually attended to, and estimates 
given if required. 


BEST AND HOBSON 
® LATE : 
ROBERT BEST, 
100, CHARLOTTE STREET, BIRMINGHAM, 
| Manufacturers of 
|| CHANDELIERS, PENDANTS, BRACKETS, 
Brass and Iron Gas-Fittings, Steam and Water-Cocks 
; &e., &e. 
Also, 
PATENT WELDED IRON TUBES, 
For Gas, Steam, Water, and other purposes. 
GAS APPARATUS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 
High-pressure Water-Valves and Cocks, &c., &c. 
Plumbers Brassfoundry, 
Brass, Correr, COMPOSITION, AND LEAD TUBES. 





ESPLIN’S 
PATENT GAS-REGULATOR. 
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Manufactured by 
THOMAS LAMBERT AND SOW, 
Gas Engineers and Founders, 
SHORT SIP'REET, LAMBETH, LONDON. 





The object of this Gas-Regulator is to enable any 
om consumer to reduce the pressure of the gas, as de- 
ivered to him from the works, to the most economical 
burning-point. 

lts advantages over any other regulator are as 
follows :— 

It is more simple Mmits construction. More sensitive 
in its operation. Less liable to get out of repair. It 
requires no more attention than a gas-meter. And is 
the cheapest regulator yet made. 





GLOBE METER -WoOREZK S. 




















NEWTON & BRADDOCK, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


STATION METERS, CONSUMERS METERS, &c., 
OLDHAM. 


WALTER FORD, 


159, GRAY’S INN ROAD, LONDON. 
MANUFACTURER OF WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, STATION-METERS, 
GOVERNORS, &c. &c. 


Sole Manufacturer of PADDON’S PATENT STREET-LAMP REGULATOBS, for insuring 
anv required consumption. These Regulators are in general and increasing use,and references can be given to 

















F. & C. OSLER, 


45, OXFORD STREET, LONDON; 
Manufactory—Broad Street, Birmingnam— Established 1807, 
MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 

LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &c. &c. 
ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, for GAS, from £4 upwards 


Made from ‘‘ReGIsTERED’’ DgsiGNs), with Giass BranouEs, &c.; suitable 
r DRAWING-ROOMS and BALL-Rooms. The more extensive use of Gas in 
private dwellings has induced Messrs. OsLER to direct their particular atten- 
tion to the manufacture of this clas: of articles—which, with a view to their) 
} general adoption, are offered at — moderate prices. Purchasers can select from 
a great variety of patterns, to which additions are being constantly made. 
Gaecrane. CoNncERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BaLL Rooms LIGHTED BY EsTIMATS 
ON THE LowEsT TERMS- 


MARTIN’S 
LEE MOOR PORCELAIN FIRE-BRICKS, 


Containing no Lime, and only ‘45 of Oxides, resist the strongest heats, and will last for Gas-Works 
longer than any others. 
Samples and prices sent, and the highest references given, on application to 


MARTIN BROTHERS, 
si‘ ST. AUSTELL, CORNWALL. 


JOSEPH BOULTON, 
80, KING’S CROSS ROAD, 4xp 
10i, GREAT PERCY STREET, CLERKENWELL. 


Manufacturer of the Patent Dry and Improved Unvarying Water-Line Gas-Meters and Station-Meters, 
Governors, Experimental Meters, and Pressure Gauges, on the most improved principle. 


Old Meters thoroughly repaired, and altered to meet the requirements of the Act of Parliament. 
ALL METERS WARRANTED. 























ROTATORY AND DOUBLE-ACTING GAS-EXHAUSTERS, 


with many recent improvements, from 1500 to 120,000 cubic feet per Hour. 


JAMES BURTON, SONS, & WALLER, 

MAKERS OF ENGINES, MACHINERY, and IRONWORK for GAS-WORKS, 
efficient and durable TAR, LIQUOR, and SYPHON PUMPS, 
GAS-VALVES, with or without Wedges, worked with powerful Worm and Rack, 
SELF-ACTING BY-PASS VALVES, with Lid and Relieving Lever, 
ROTATORY, TUMBLER, and CAPILLARY WATER DISTRIBUTORS for SCRUBBERS. 


JOHN'S PLACE, HOLLAND STREET, SOUTHWARK, LONDON, 5%.E. 
Ciniceccapance meee 


| REDUCED PRICES OF 








BRYAN DONKIN & CO’S 


IMPROVED GAS VALVES 
WITH WROUGHT-IRON PINIONS — 
from 2 inches to 18 inches, price 9s. 6d. to 12s. per inch diame 4 
List of prices, wita full dimensions of all sizes up to 36 inches, to 
had on application. ineb 
 ..... Valves are all proved on oe = to 30 lbs. = the square 
before leaving the works, and are always kept in stock. 
Valves made with Outside Racks to order. Also, Serew Water-Valvet 
with Gun-Metal Faces. 
BRYAN DONKIN & C@., 
ENGINEERS, 
NEAR GRANGE ROAD, BERMONDSEY. 
cE 
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'| At their Oldham Establishment, which has long possessed the reputation of supplying this description of apparatus of the most’ 


| STREET GOVERNORS, PRESSURE and EXHAUST REGISTERS, TEST GASHOLDERS, 


bo 
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THE GAS-METER COMPANY 
(LIMITED), LONDON, 
(Successors to CROLL, RAIT, and C0., LONDON, and WEST and @REGSON, OLDHAM.) 


MANUFACTURE 


STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS 





perfect construction and appropriate design. 


CONSUMERS GAS-METERS IN CAST-IRON & TINNED SHEET-IRON CASES. 


AND EXPER'MENTAL GAS APPARATUS GENERALLY. 








For information, &c., apply to 


GEORGE RAIT, Managing Director, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON. 


EJ. & J. PEARSON, 


| 
| 
DELPH & TINTAM ABBEY FIRE-CLAY & BRiCK-WORKS, | 
| 
| 





STOURBRIDGE, 
PROPRIETORS OF 
BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT & CRUCIBLE CLAY; 
MANUFACTURERS OF | 


GLASS-HOUSE POTS; CRUCIBLES, GAS-RETORTS, & FIRE-BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 





LLOYD AND LILO Y D, 
ALBION TUBE-WORKS, BIRMINGHAM, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, 
PLAIN, GALVANIZED, & ENAMELLED, for Gas, Steam, and Water, from 3 in. to 6 in. bore. 


STOCKS, TAPS, and DIES, GUN METAL GLAND-COCKS, WATER-GAUGES, &.; t 


PATENT LAP-WELDED IRON TUBES, 


For Locomotive and Marine Boilers, &c. 


LONDON WAREHOUSE—-N®? 66, QUEEN STREET, E.C. 











WALKERS’ 





These celebrated Grids are used for and unaffected by [WNIT 
| either lime or oxide, which is so destructive to Iron Grids. 
]) They are much cheaper, and very much more durable than 
Iron Grids. 

DRAWING No. 1 

1}|/.| Shows our most firm and durable kind of Wood Grids. 

Ai They are made BEVEL IN sEcTION for keeping clean, and 
he for LARGER AREA OF GAS PASSAGE through them. 
They have outside frames of HARD UNDAMAGEABLE WOOD, 
|} which enables them to be compressed under heavy pressure, 
i protects them from rough usage, and binds them together 
with strength and solidity. 


DRAWING No. 2 


Shows our second quality of Wood Grids of a less substantial 
and cheaper kind. They are made parallel in section, and 
i} are suitable for lighter work. ; 

Prices on application to 


Cc. & W. WALKER, 
Midland Works, Donnington, near Newport, 
SHROPSHIRE; anv event @ sie 
zy; DUULDLLbeRE beet b a 
No. 1. Little Sutton Street, London, E.C. No. 2. 
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| ANOTHER 
| MEDAL AWARDED BY THE JURY, INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 
3 1862, | 


To THOMAS GLOVER, 
SUFFOLK STREET, CLERKENWELL GREEN, LONDON. 








: Tuomas Grover has great pleasure in informing Gas Companies and his other Patrons, that the Jury of Class XX XI. of 
the Internutional Exhibition of 1862 have awarded, for his Patent Dry Gas-Meter, a Prize Medal. The reason given for this | 
Award, in the Juries Official Report, is, “‘ For excellence of manufacture, as regards Dry Meters.” See Official Report, p. 346. | 
It is worthy of remark, that the only two other Firms who receive Awards both manufacture imitations of Thomas Glover's | 
,| Patent Dry Gas-Meter, and the reason given for these Awards is ‘‘ construction and sound workmanship.” Thomas Glover, | 
therefore, claims that the construction of his Meter has obtained three Awards from the Jury of the International Exhibition of | 
1862; at the same time, contrasting the Award granted for his Meter by the words, “* For excellence of manufacture, as aaa 


Dry-Meters.”” 
The Prize Meter was exhibited in Class XXXI., No. 6301, connected with a 1-foot holder, to demonstrate that a 50-light | 


Meter measures and indicates accurately the small quantity of One Foot. 


| WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CO. 

| (SUCCESSORS TO SAMUEL CROSLEY), 

(PATENT WET AND DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &c. 
| COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, ELC. 
! ken Established 1816. 























} | 
PATENT IMPROVED WET METER. 


W. P. and Co. invite especial attention to this Meter, which entirely overcomes the difficulty to which ordinary 
Wet Meters are subjected, owing .to the short range of the Float, which is necessary, in order to meet the requirements 
of the Sale of Gas Act. a 


{ “It is well known that n Meters constructed so that the valve will close when the water is drawa off to such a.point as to render them $ per cent. slow 
4} the lights are liable to be extinguished by thie closing of the valve by a sudden increase of pressure. To meet this ‘difficulty, Mr. Pinchbeck has invented an! 
; 

| 

{ 








ingenious and simple arrangement by which the action is reversed, and any such increase of pressure, in his Meter, raises the value instead of depressing it. The 
tact of the improvement having been adopted *by Messrs. W. Parkinson and Co. is a sufficient guarantee that it practically and effectually remedies the incon- 


|| venience it is designed to meet.”—JouRNAL or Gas LioutTINe. 


PATENT IMPROVED DRY METER, 


Which W. P. and Co. pledge themselves to manufacture with the same quality of materials and workmanship as in their 
Wet Meter, thereby giving Gas Companies and others the advantage of procuring a first-rate Dry as well as a Wet 


Meter, which, hitherto, they have been ynable to do. 


STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS. 


Which can be seen at all the London Gas-Works. Also Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield, Nottingham, Belfast, Glasgow, Bir- 
mingbam, Dublin, Bristol, Leeds, Leicester, Brighton, Southampton, Sunderland, Wolverhampton, Bradford, Norwich, &c., &c. 


TEST GASHOLDERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, EXHAUSTER REGULATORS, 
_ _ MINUTE CLOCKS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS, PRESSURE REGISTERS, &c, 
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'| William Haywood, engineer of the Commissioners of Sewers, 
and for the first time we are told the truth, without mincing, 
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TUESDAY, APRIL 17, 1866, 


‘Motes upon Passing vents, 


Tue crowded condition of the streets of London—that is, of 
the City—has been made the subject of a report by Mr. 


and also without any attempt at sensational writing. The results 
do not require high colouring, they are sufficiently startling 
without. Mr. Haywood may now sit down, conscious that he 
has done his duty, and leave the rest to time, truth, and neces- 





only useful remedies for the congestion of traffic, against which 
so many are exclaiming with no more articulate sense than the 
shrieks of frightened women in a crowd. While the night or 
sleeping population of the City has been steadily diminish- 
ing for a long series of years—dwelling-houses making way 
for offices and warehouses—and the census returns at every 
"recurring period showing a decreased population, in just the 
same proportion, the number of daily visitors streaming in at 
_ morning and out at evéning has swelled until it has arrived at 
| an army of three-quarters of a million; and this army arrives 
and departs by a very few thoroughfares, which are quite in- 
capable of being stretched to the dimensions adequate for the 
accommodation of such an ever-swelling crowd. Before going 
into the unanswerable arithmetic by which Mr. Haywood 
proves the condition of the evil with which he has to deal, 
| it may be useful to dwell for a moment on the causes which 
| have increased, and are increasing, the pedicular and vehi- 
| cular traffic of the City. The first cause is the habit, now 
| firmly established, which has removed citizens from sleeping 
| over their shops, to villas, or cottages, or lodgings in 
| suburbs which now reach to outside twenty miles. The || 
next is the facilities of railway travelling, which bring, in the’ 
course of the year, so many thousands to transact in person) 
in the metropolis the business formerly done by slow and | 
unfrequent agency. ‘The third is the general rapid and 
unceasing increase in the population of the metropolis ; and) 
the last, and most important of all, is the increase of trade and | 
wealth of every kind which has its centre and heart in the City | 
of London—more foreign produce brought into the docks 7 
more British produce brought up for export; more banks; 
more insurance companies; more investments of every kind ; | 
more dealings requiring the presence in the City of princi-| 
pals, at least once in the course of the year. The effect! 
of railroads is twofold—they disperse the City population, 
| at evening; they create suburbs in an ever-widening circle ; | 
they make Redhill what Peckham used to be, and make 
Brighton as near as Fulham and Putney; and they also 
tap the traffic-springs of all England and Scotland, and in- | 
troduce on the Exchange and into Mincing Lane and Mark’ 
Lane a new population of foreigners sufficient in number to 
stock a second-rate continental city. The quick travelling of 
passengers and the quick interchange of letters brings with it) 
a proportionately rapid flow of merchandise; and while cabs || 
and omnibuses, swelled by the suburbs and the railway-| 
stations, multiply year by year, slow waggons and rapid vans’ 
impede the stream which so hardly taxes the directing efforts | 
of the City police. Taxes repealed, travelling quickened and 
cheapened, postage reduced to the lowest conceivable point, 
the population of the metropolitan circle raised to three million 
—and yet all the monetary work of this weight of trade and 
multitude of persons still concentrated and drawn in daily, and 
daily returned to and from a circle round the Bank of England 
of less than a mile in diameter. To reach and leave this 
Mecca of the monetary world, all must pass through some 
four narrow defiles. Fleet Street and the gut of St. Paul’s— 
faintly relieved by Cannon Street—meet in Cheapside the 
crowd squeezed through Newgate Street, and are swollen by 
the morning arrivals by way of St. Martin’s-le-Grand. The 
northern and eastern passengers struggle through the straits 
of Threadneedle Street. Leadenhall Street gives a little wider 
space. ll the traffic of the Borough and the nest of railway- 
stations on the Surrey side must press across the 55 feet of 
London Bridge; and these armies on wheels and on foot 
combine to embarrass each other in the space between the 
Mansion House and the Bank. 

According to the figures of Mr. Haywood’s report, the popu- 
lation of the metropolis was 958,863 in 1801; and in 1861— 
the time of the last census—it had trebled itself, and was 
2,803,989. It may therefore be assumed that the population 
doubles itself in about 40 years, and that, therefore, 40 
years hence there will be six millions of souls dwelling within 
the metropolitan area. Within the 10 years—between 1851 
and 1861—the resident population in the 10 most densely- 
peopled districts of the 26 comprising the whole metropolis 
had decreased. The future density of the population of the 
yet uncovered area of the suburbs has been calculated, for 
purposes of the sewage interception scheme, at 30,000 per 
‘square mile. The area of the City is nearly 1 square mile, and 
the population diminished from 129,387 in 1851, to 113,387 
in 1861, when it was lodged in 13,431 houses, at the rate 
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sity. He has chalked out broadly on the map of London the 
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likely to still further decrease, as it will pay to erect lofty ware- 
houses or tiers of offices on the valuable ground now occupied 
by private houses. The sleeping population is mainly composed 
of the poorer labouring classes and of those left in charge of 
the various premises. The real population is that which fre- 
quents the City every day for business purposes—which goes 
there to make money, invest money, to lay out money, or 
to draw money ; for it may be assumed that, of the multitudes 
‘who crowd the City thoroughfares on foot and on wheels, an 
| infinitesimal per centage come for pleasure purposes. The 
|| public ways of the City consist of 7 miles of main thorough- 
|fare, 28 of collateral thoroughfare, and 15 of minor streets, 
|| courts, alleys, passages, &c. In 1860 there were 48 points of 








‘|inlet to the City, the total traffic of which was, on certain 
‘days, taken by the police. These inlets consisted of 3 bridges ; 
83 carriage-ways, with footways; 3 were footways only; 
| 6 were steamboat-piers ; and 1 was a railway-station. Since 
that date 4 more railway-stations have been opened, and 


a fifth will shortly be opened. In 1848, upon a day in | 
‘May, the total number of persons entering the City between | 

eight o’clock in the morning and the same time at night was | 
| 315,099 ; twelve years afterwards the number of persons en- | 


| tering the City was 700,000—that is to say, nearly a fifth of 
‘the whole population of the metropolis. Mr. Haywood cal- 
__ culates that increase of population and increase of traffic have 
‘raised day visitors of the City to three-quarters of a million, 
| Or as many as the combined population of St. Marylebone, St. 


Pancras, St. George, Hanover Square ; Islington, and Lambeth — 


in 1861; three times the population of Liverpool, four times 
that of Manchester, and more than the total population of Dub- 
|| ‘* true population of the City.”’ Of those entering the City in 
1860 there were walking 535,535; on wheels, 171,068; making 
ihe total of 706,621. Between 1850 and 1865 the mean in- 
'/ crease of wheeled conveyances of all kinds at eight principal 
| City inlets was 56°50 per cent. in 15 years ending in 1865 ; 
|| while during the same period the metropolitan population had 
only increased 33°62 per cent. Of the daily foot-traffic 54 per 
| cent. entered by eight inlets, which are also the principal ways 
for wheeled traffic. The chances of accident at street crossings 
|;may be estimated from the following figures :—There crossed 
'| between eight a.m. and five p.m., at the junction of Mansion 
House Street, Prince’s Street, Theadneedle Street, Cornhill, and 
'|King William Street, 56,253; at King William’s Statue, by 
|| Cannon Street, and in various directions, 42,395; at Ludgate 
|| Hill, Fleet Street, Farringdon Street, and New Bridge Street, 
| 37,075 ; at Cornhill and Leadenhall Street junction, 28,080. 





‘| lin, Edinburgh, and Glasgow combined. ‘ And this is the , 


The great streams of traffic go first north and south; and, | 


| secondly, east and west. London Bridge is the narrow strait 
{through which this ever-increasing north and south traffic 
‘jis principally forced. The districts on each side which 
|, Must use London Bridge contain a population of little short 
of a million. For this traffic there is one bridge, with 
'a carriage-way of 35 feet wide, and two footways of 19 feet 
‘!together. In ten years to 1860, after the Brighton Railway 
| opened its Victoria Station, the wheeled traffic over London 
| Bridge had increased from 13,000 to 16,000. Between 1860 
and 1865, new Southwark Street was opened and Charing 
‘Cross Station, and Southwark Bridge was made toll-free ; 


‘nevertheless, the wheeled traffic of London Bridge had risen | 


‘to 19,400. To deal with this traffic between north and south, 
which has increased and must increase as the vacant areas of 
‘fields and garden ground are filled up with houses on the 


Surrey side, and as trade grows in the City of London, there | 


is only one remedy—a new bridge lower down the river than 
‘London Bridge. The site recommended by Mr. Haywood is 


,on the eastern side of the Tower; Postern Row to be re- | 
'' moved, and a level street formed between Great Tower Hill | 


‘!and Little Tower Hill, and a new street stretching from the 


|end of the Minories across to Whitechapel High Street to a | 
||janction with the Whitechapel Road. On the south side Mr. 


‘| Haywood proposes a straight line of approach from the point 


|| of junction of the New and Old Kent Roads with Great Dover | 
‘Street and Bermondsey New Road. These roads and this | 
bridge would form a direct line between Shoreditch and the | 


Old Kent Road, and the whole traffic—including nearly the 
whole heavy dock traffic between the north-east and the 


|Bridge—would take the shorter route of the new bridge. 
‘This plan has the advantage of good gradients. It has been 
[proposed to widen London Bridge, by throwing the footways 





'south-east, which now has to find its way over London | 


into the carriage-way, and replacing them by others out- 


spoil the bridge without curing the evil, because the 
obstructions chiefly take place at the approaches on each 
side, where several streams of traffic meet. Southwark 
Bridge, from its position, can never be of much use in 
relieving the traffic of London Bridge. Its gradients are 
bad—almost dangerous on the Middlesex side—its width 
small, and the expenses of its maintenance are likely to increase. 
It is worth purchasing at a price, and that price may be esti- 
mated by the fact that it has never paid, and is never likely to 
pay anything on the original share capital, and only 13 per 
cent. on its preference capital. So much for the north and 
south traffic. A new bridge and its approaches will be ex- 
pensive, but will be worth the money ; for if it is not made, it 
will very soon take less time to. convey goods to Dover than 
from Bishopsgate Street to the Borough. Torelieve the 
traffic between east and west, which now chokes Fleet Street, 
Newgate Street, Cheapside, Leadenhall Street, and Thread- 
needle Street, Mr. Haywood proposes to start from the Holborn 
Valley Viaduct with a new street 70 feet wide, terminating in 
a junction with Whitechapel High Street, close to Commercial 
Street. This new main thoroughfare would cross St. Martin’s- 
le-Grand, Aldermanbury, Basinghall Street north of Guild- 
hall, and Moorgate Street 250 yards north of the Bank, then 
| across Little Bell Alley to London Wall and Wormwood Street 
| (the northern side of which would become part of the northern 
side of the new street), up to Bishopsgate Street Within, and 
thence eastward, crossing the historic regions of Houndsditch 
and Petticoat Lane, joining Whitechapel High Street, inmedi- 
ately opposite the new street from Whitechapel to Commercial 
Road proposed by the Metropolitan Board of Works. The total 
length of this new street would be 2266 yards, with excellent 
gradients. Its effect would be torelieve Cheapside and all beyond 
of a vast amount of traffic which at present desires to travel 
beyond the Bank, and is forced into the narrow defile to en- 
cumber essential traffic because there is no other way. One 
minor merit of the scheme is, that it would give the governors 
of Christ’s Hospital a sound reason for removing that magnifi- 
cent boarding school into country air, and increasing its 
revenues, by turning a miserable playground into most valu- 
able building land. This will be enough for the present of 
this comprehensive scheme. No one who looks at the arith- 
metic of the question can deny that the City must, sooner or 
later, be relieved of congestion by strong measures. And if 





such a street reform would be expensive now, it will not grow|| 


cheaper after years of consideration. 

We are in the midst of a financial panic—one of those re- 
actions from a period of over-confidence and wild speculation 
which we may now consider as certain incidents of the money 
market, as measles and hooping-cough in the nurseries of 
even the best cared-for children. Warnings are lost on 
each succeeding generation of speculators, as the boys of 


eighteen are stock-brokers at twenty-four. As soon as/; 
the financial reservoir of the nation begins to flow over, a// 


financial fever breaks out again in a new type, first amongst 
the young, and soon spreads amongst and infects old stagers 
who ought to knew better. In this country, after the great 


| mania of 1824-1825, it was not until the success of the 


Liverpool and Manchester Railway was established that a 
second excitement could be created; but now such is the 
increase of the general wealth and means of investment of 
the world, that new speculations succeed awful crashes with 
marvellous rapidity. It is like the American battles where 
thousands were slain, both armies drew back, and then after a 
few days renewed the undecisive contest. In old Europe, 
with no supply of emigrants to fill its armies, a great battle 
lost meant the end of that campaign. So it is in finance; 
our generals are always ready to come again, for they have 
boundless resources to draw upon. Times are terrible now, bu} 
in less than five years speculation’s cavalry will be charging 
again, and the victims of 1866 and 40 per cent. dividends will 
all be forgotten. In France, the people lately introduced into 
this kind of warfare and conquest are less accustomed to be 
financially bled and slaughtered, and they are crying out for 
Jupiter to do something to stop the carnage. We can re- 
member when Lord Overstone and the other great gods of 
finance, who have since been in some degree deposed from 
| their thrones of power, were anxious that the Government 
should relieve the money market by stopping railway works. 
' Fortunately our Government had not the power to do anything 








side of the balustrades; bat this expedient would only|] 
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of the kind, and it is now fully understood that all Englishmen 
are entitled to make fortunes if they can, and rain themselves 
if they please, without the interference of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer or of the President of the Board of Trade. 

The writer of a very interesting article in a recent number of 
the Revue Contemporaine, full of facts, is imbued with something 
of Lord Overstone’s notion, and thinks that France is suffering 
from too many reproductive works made too rapidly. This 
is not our theory, but to be sure there is this difference between 
England and France: here every man finds money for specula- 
tions himself; in France, the Government is expected, and 
does continually lend a stick, a crutch, or a sustaining arm 
to every great enterprise, and thus becomes, in some degree, re- 
sponsible for its success. The writer, M. Bordet, commences by 
observing that all the great Powers of Europe are either bor- 
rowing or about to borrow, and all are increasing their public 
debts and taxes, except England, which alone is decreasing 
her debt and reducing her taxation. Passing by the great 
military establishments, which would first occur as the cause 
of burdens to an English political economist, assuming that 
they are inevitable, he turns to the public works of France, 
and states that in 1848 it was considered necessary to embark 
in great public works, “in order to turn the attention of the 
“‘ working classes from the socialistic theory of the rights of 
“labour.” The movement commenced in 1852, created main 
trunk railroads, ports, canals, harbours, demolished old 
Paris and rebuilt it a splendid city, which attracted all the 
wealthy idlers of the world. The first results were magni- 
ficent. The national revenues from direct and indirect taxes, 
which before 1848 scarcely reached 20 millions, exceeded 50 
millions in the three years following 1852. Sanguine politi- 
cians began to calculate that soon it would be possible to 
repeal most of the direct taxation of the country. This pros- 





railroads ; and it was considered that it was only necessary to 





same ornamental improvements as Paris. 
jbounds of France were too narrow for French financiers, and 
jthey proceeded to make railways for Spain, Italy, Austria, and 
even Russia. But in ten years the brilliant perspective of 1855 
has undergone a most disagreeable transformation. 


savings. At present there are hundreds of millions of francs 
borrowed by railway companies at 6 per cent. which are only 
paying 3 per cent. In Spain, Austria, and Italy, money bor- 
rowed at 9 and 10 per cent. does not even pay 3 per cent. 
The writer next proceeds to consider “the so-called reproduc- 
‘tive works in Paris.” He observes that ever since 1850 
the opening of the railway system poured a new flocd of in- 
habitants into the old city, for whom houses were built where- 
ever land could be found. A new city was rising, ill-planned, 


the danger, and took the remedy resolutely in hand. In order 


to a predetermined plan, the municipality purchased land for 
hundreds of millions of francs, then transferred it to ‘‘ con- 
“* cessionnaires,”’ on condition that they opened the projected 
streets, and built the houses within a certain time. Forced 
to quit the old condemned houses, the population spread 
itself over the new districts, where the buildings, lining long 
streets, were more healthy, and more elegant than the old style. 
A whole army of workmen were constantly employed in de- 
molishing, levelling, and rebuilding. To feed and employ this 
vast army earning wages in proportion to its work, building 
material of every kind, and food, were introduced in enormous 
quantities. The octroi received an ever-increasing revenue, and 
the excess of receipts over the expenses (of collection) served to 
pay the interest of new loans contracted from time to time to con- 
tinue and extend the work of demolition and construction. Thus 
M. Bordet observes, as a political reason for the expenditure, 
that a national work has crushed socialist ideas with its “ na- 
“tional workshops;” that the provinces that complain that 
Paris drains the rest of the country of capital and labour, mast 








ill-ventilated, as confused in arrangement as the old city to | 
which it was annexed. The Government and municipality saw | 





perity was attributed to the public works, and especially to the | 


| Open an iron road to create a golden stream of perpetual wealth. | ture of the educated is a thing apart. 
Every district claimed a railway, every town desired to have the | to all classes there are none, and from the highest class of 
Very soon the | books and magazines in French there is a sudden fall to the 
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| 
| 
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to throw open large boulevards in every direction, according | 





also admit that Paris is a great market, with a crowd of rich 
customers for all provincial produce; and, finally, that by 
making Paris beautiful and pleasant to live in, “a sort of Palace 
“ of Armida,” wealthy travellers, from all parts of the world, 
are attracted to spend their money to the general benefit of 
France. But then, again, he observes round Paris is an empire 
of 35 million souls, governed on quite different principles. 
What, he asks, is the magician’s wand that has furnished all 
its treasures to the city of Paris? It is the octroi that is 
a means which makes everything within the city of Paris arti- 
ficially dear! What, on the other hand, is the most powerful 
means, indicated by science and experience, of making nations 
prosperous? It is the cheapness of the necessaries of life, 
France has already adopted it in reducing and abolishing cus- 
toms duties on articles of food and utility. Thus two opposite 
principles are at work. If that of Paris is really reproductive, 
why not apply it universally, and establish an octroi on the 
frontiers, with the expectation of obtaining enormous receipts. 
But, in point of fact, France finds use in both systems, and, 
to make Paris splendid, an exceptional plan of taxation 


is adopted, which it is hoped may be at some future || 


day— when the city is made perfect — abandoned. 
“ Putting on one side sanitary reasons, the rapid reconstruc- 
“tion of a great city is a bad investment of capital. 


“is no richer than it was before. Another which employs 
‘‘the same sum in manufactures which are sold abroad 
** receives back its outlay with a profit, and has made a better 
‘“‘ investment.” These elementary truths could only be useful 
when addressed to Frenchmen, with the mass of whom the 
first principles of political economy have been to be made fa- 
miliar; for, in spite of the spread of ‘‘ equality,” the first article 
of every Frenchman’s faith, there is a much wider gulf between 
the educated and the half educated in France than in England, 
The reason is curious, but undeniable. In France the litera- 
Newspapers in common 


One 
* nation which expends 500 millions in embellishing its capital | 








lowest. Our newspapers are—especially weekly newspapers— 
filled with extracts from the best books and the best news- 
papers. Good wholesome reading is more accessible to the 


The | masses and the lower middle class in England than in France, 
second network of French railways pays barely 3 or 4 per | although on almost every science French writers excel English- 
cent., and foreign less, often nothing. The internal taxation, men in clear and popular explanations. 
which had increased to 50 millions in 1854-5, has for some | subject, the universal extravagance against which M. Bordet 
years decreased to 20 or 25 millions, and France, whose | is pleading. All the municipalities, all the provinces of France 
resources seemed inexhaustible, can now with difficulty balance | have been imitating Paris, and running into debt. 
her expenditure by her receipts. The fact is that France has | no word or thing to represent the French word “‘ commune.” 
been using up and investing the proceeds of long years of | It is more than a parish, and less than a county. 


But to return to our 


We have 


In 1836, 
the extraordinary expenses of all the communes amounted 
to 34 millions; in 1862, they had reached 193 millions. In 
1836, the budget-general of the communes of France showed 
a balance of 8 millions on the side of receipts ; in 1862, there 
was an excess of 9 millions of expenditure over receipts. 
M. Bordet calls on his countrymen to turn their attention 
to foreign commerce, and to give up brilliant and unproductive 
internal works. The country, to become prosperous, “ must 
** modify its tastes, its habits, and its legislation.” 
“‘ encore c’était un pays militaire; /a France commerciale ne fait 
** que denaitre.” And he proceeds to recommend the abolition 
of the navigation laws, the reduction of customs dues ; in fact, 
broad free trade—the law which limits the rate of interest. He 
hints gently, very gently, at the necessity of a reduction of stand- 
ing armies ; but on this question French writers are not permitted 
to speak freely. In M. Bordet’s main principles every educated 
Englishman will agree. As to railroads, no general principle can 
be laid down. They may be excellent national investments 
where they do not pay the shareholders a penny; witness the 
Great Eastern. What would the eastern counties be without it? 
But there are railroads made not to carry goods or passengers, 
but to float debentures and make the fortunes of financiers, 
These are even better known in France, and Spain, and 
Italy, than in England, where we never had but one useless 
line, and that was Sir John Shelley’s short cut to Newmarket. 
We do not quote M. Bordet’s article as a warning; on the 
contrary, at the present momenta mild dose of Hausmann 
would pay the City in a trade as well as in a sanitary point of 
view. If the Corporation could summon the pluck to under- 
take the street from the Holborn Viaduct to Whitechapel, ; 
they might set the encroachments of the Metropolitan Board 
at defiance. 
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Circular to Gas Compantes. r 


Six of the members of the proposed committee to whom are 
to be referred all the ‘Bills relating to the supply of gas in 
London, with instruction to inquire into the working of the 
Metropolis Gas Act, 1860, have been nominated by the House 
of Commons.’ They comprise Mr. Hastings Russell (Bedford- 
shire), the Hon. R. Dutton (Cirencester), Mr. Woods (Wigan), 
Col. North (Oxfordshire), Mr. Morrison (Plymouth), and Mr. 
Westropp (Bridgwater). Mr. Waldegrave-Leslie (Hastings) 
was proposed as one of the number, but he declined to serve ; 
and Mr. Ayrton proposes to substitute Alderman Lusk, the 
member for Finsbury.’ It seems scarcely fair, or in accordance 
with the ordinary notions of justice, to appoint a member of 
the Corporation to sit in judgment on the Corporation Bill. 
Even judges may be sometimes influenced in their decisions by 
interest and prejudice, and such a nomination becomes more 





bers. already nominated by the House voted for the second 
reading of the Corporation Bill, while one only of the minority 
is represented in the committee. It is to be hoped that this 
circumstance will be taken info consideration by the Committee 
of Selection, who have yet to name five of the members to serve 
on the committee, who will commence the arduous task that is 
before them as soon as the number of twelve is completed. 
An attempt was made, after the second reading of. the’ Bill of 
the London Gas Company, to prevent it from being submitted 
to that committee, on the ground that the object of the Bill is 
strictly financial, and has no reference to the conditions of the 
supply of gas; but the motion for referring it to the general 
committee on the metropolis gas Bills was carried by a majority 
of 73 against 36. In the course of the discussion Mr. Roe- 
buck made an intemperate attack on the gas companies of 
London, and rashly asserted that “there is not a gas company 
‘in the City of London that is not at present. cheating the 
“‘ public.” Mr. Gray, the chairman of the City of London 
Gas Company, took occasion, at the half-yearly meeting of the 
South Metropolitan Company, to repel, with just indignation, 
so flagrant and unfounded a charge of dishonesty, which must 
have been uttered in complete ignorance of the facts. We 
have full confidence in the statement of Mr. Gray, that the 
more the conduct of the London gas companies is eat 
into the higher they will stand in public estimation. 

Special meetings of the Dublin Alliance and Consumers 
Gas Company and of the United General Gas Company have 
been held, in accordance with what is called the Wharncliffe 
Standing Order of the House of Lords, to obtain the sanction 
of the shareholders to the Bill ‘‘ for incorporating the Alliance 
“‘and Dublin Consumers Gas Company, formed by the amal- 
“‘gamation of the Alliance and Dublin Consumers Gas Com- 
“pany and the Commercial Gas Company of Ireland, Limited, 
“and for authorizing the acquisition by the company of the 
“‘gas-works and property of the United General Gas Com- 
“‘ pany, and for defining the limits within which the company 
“‘may supply gas.” We congratulate the shareholders on the 
unanimity with which the resolutions approving of the Bill were 
adopted, for it is evident from the declarations of the chair- 
men of the respective companies that continued competition 
would have been attended with serious loss, and that it would 
have been impracticable, with due regard to their interests, to 
have supplied the public with gas on the conditions proposed 
in the Bill, had the companies acted in opposition. to each 
other. If the amalgamation of established competing com- 
panies be thus found beneficial to the consumers at the pre- 
sent time, they might have derived still greater advantage 
had the capital not been wasted in the construction of separate 
and unnecessary works to supply the same district. Those 
who conceive competition to be the panacea for all gas griev- 
ances, may learn a useful lesson from the results of competi- 
tion in Dublin, where the persons who were most active in the 
formation of a new company are now strong advocates for 
amalgamation, and admit that the interests of the public will 
be best: promoted by the adoption of that course. Sooner 
or later, we believe that the example of the Dublin com- 
panies will be: followed in all parts of the kingdom. - This 
would be especially desirable whenever further competition is 
threatened, as' at Brighton, where the existing companies 
would do well to combine their interests, and prevent the 
establishment of a third company with unnecessary works and 
mains, which they would, in the course of time, have to pur- 
chase to their own loss and to the injury of the gas consumers. 





objectionable when it is considered that four of the six mem- |.» 


‘alsov promoted a Bill for incorporation. 


‘vented the completion of the bargain. 


to.the extreme measure of forming a competing company. 
They brought a formidable array of witnesses before the com- 








The only thing to be regretted in the course of amalgamation |} 


is that several individuals must be thereby. thrown out of 


employment, and the compensation usually awarded is insuffi- || 
cient for the loss of positions they have occupied: for years. || 
This is .particularly the case in the amalgamation of the 

Some of the officers who have grown || 


Dublin gas companies. 
old in the service of the United General Company, and to 
whose exertions the great rise in the value of the property 
since 1849 is to be mainly attributed, will lose their appoint-| 
ments without any prospect of obtaining others. 





viduals, some of whom had been thirty-eight years in the com- 
pany’s service. We trust that the mere representation of the 
hardship of the case will be sufficient to induce the share- 
holders to act more liberally towards those who have served 
them so long and so faithfully. 

The introduction of two Bills into Parliament to incorporate 
separate companies for supplying with gas the small town, or 
rather village, of Aldershot, seems a burlesque of competition ; 


nevertheless, like other burlesques, it may serve ‘‘ to point a] 


moral,” and gas companies as well as gas consumers will 
do well to consider it. Aldershot has risen into the im- 
portance of being called a town since the formation 
of the camp in. the neighbourhood in 1855, the popu- 
lation having increased from 500 to 5000. The first gas- 
works were established in the following year, by a company 
which did not prosper, and the works came into the possession 
of a private individual, the owner of a large portion of the 
land. The works when he took them were valued at £3000, 
and the present valuation does not exceed £12,000.. The 
number of retorts is thirty-five, and the whole quantity of gas 
manufactured last year was not more than 94 million cubic feet, 
the Government having gas-works of their own to supply the 
camp. Unsuccessful attempts were made by the owner of the 
works to form a public company, after which another gentle- 


man joined him, and they recently added the supply of water|/ 


to that of gas. The gas consumers, from various causes, 
became greatly dissatisfied, and in 1864 a consumers company 
was started, with a capital of £4500, which drew away many 
customers from the old company. Their operations were, 
however, restricted by the want of power to open the streets, 
as the land was owned by the principal proprietor of the older 
concern. The Consumers Company, therefore, applied to Par- 
liament for the power required, and the original gas proprietors 
It was not expected, 
indeed, that Parliament would authorize the incorporation of 
both, and it was the object of each of the contending parties to 
establish a superior claim to parliamentary sanction for the 
continuance of their operations, and to compel their rivals to 
sell. Attempts to effect an arrangement had been previously 
made, and the directors of the Consumers Company had agreed 
to conditions for the sale of their works to the Gas and Water 
Company, but an “indignation meeting ” of shareholders pre- 
It appeared, from the 
evidence before the committee, that it. was with, the alleged 
arbitrary conduct of the proprietors of the old company rather 
than with the gas they supplied that the consumers felt ag- 
grieved, and it is clear that personal feeling must have aggra- 
vated the dislike that is commonly felt to monopoly. We have 
often urged on gas companies the necessity of courtesy and 
due consideration, as well as liberality, to their customers, 
which is the more necessary on account of the tendency which 
the exclusive powers they possess have to excite suspicion and 
irritation. It appears to have been the want of proper regard to 


this consideration that produced the strong inimical feeling of the}! 


gas consumers at Aldershot, and induced them to have recourse 


mittee to establish a case of grievance, but the committee 
wisely considered that the grievances complained of might be 
redressed more effectually, if they actually existed, by a pro- 
perly regulated monopoly in the hands of the older company 
than by competition. An arrangement for the sale of the 
works of the Consumers Company was therefore sanctioned, 
and power will be given to the Gas and Water Company to sup- 
ply Aldershot under conditions imposed by Parliament for the 
protection of the public; but the gas consumers will ultimately 
have to pay for the cost of the unnecessary works, and for the 
expenses incurred in opposing the Bill of the geecloneny esta- 


The amount ||: 
of compensation allowed by the agreement—not including the || 
secretary—is only £2000, to be divided among eighteen indi- |; 











blished company. 
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“A further illustration of the effects of competition—including 
‘coalition, ruinous contention, subsequent rise in the price of gas, 


‘and ultimate purchase of the works of one of the ‘competing 


Longton Gas Bill. In the course of the struggle, which lasted 
| several years, the price was reduced from 4s.:6d. to 2s. per 
| 1000 feet, though it is now admitted that the lowest price at 
‘which gas can be sold in Longton, with reasonable profit, is 
3s. 4}d. per 1000 feet, which is the present average price. The 


|\the Bill, which underwent several alterations. In its original 
form it contained a clause giving the company power to charge 
|| 6d. per 1000 feet above the ordinary maximum of 3s. 6d. for 
12-candle gas, whenever the price of coal at the works ex- 
ceeded 10s. 6d. per ton. That clause, in consequence of an 


of illuminating power was raised to 13 candles, while the 
maximum price was fixed at 3s. 6d. within a radius of one mile 
from the works, and at 4s. beyond. Clauses were also intro- 
‘duced for testing the purity of the gas and for fixing meters “na 

the 





j\the public lamps, at the cost of the company, should 
| Corporation require it. 
| We are glad to be able to congratulate the two Birmingham 
| gas companies on the continued success of their operations, as 
|exhibited in their profit and loss accounts for the six months 
| ended Dec. 31, 1865, which are published in another column. 
| The maximum price charged for gas in Birmingham since the 
| commencement of last year has been 3s. per 1000 feet to con- 


‘sumers of less than 25,000 cubic feet per quarter; to con-. 


| sumers of upwards of that quantity, and less than 100,000 
‘feet, the price was only 2s. 9d.; and for 100,000 feet and 
upwards, not more than 2s. 6d.; subject in each case toa 
/discount of 5 per cent. if the amounts were paid within the 
j|quarter. The average price we believe was about 2s. 7}d. per 
1000 feet, and the profits of the Birmingham and Stafford- 
}|shire Company, after charging 1 per cent. on the cost of the 
works for depreciation, have not only sufficed to pay the pre- 
scribed dividends, but to leave a large balance to be carried to 
the next half year’s account. There is perhaps no town in the 
United Kingdom in which the residual products reduce the 
i) cost of coal to so low a rate as in Birmingham ; the propor- 
|| tion being, in the case of the Birmingham and Staffordshire 
Company, £28,584 to £36,645. The actual cost of the coal, 
for a rental of £55,362, was therefore not more than £8061. 
Another very important advantage which the Birmingham 
companies possess is the large consumption of gas in that 
town in manufacturing processes; one-third of the quantity 
supplied being used in the daytime. They are thus enabled 
to pay the prescribed dividends with a lower charge for gas 
than companies whose mains are only productive on an average 
for twelve hours during the twenty-four. 

The criminal proceedings taken, at the instance of Mr. 
Hedley, against Mr. Wallington, the clerk of the Leamington 
Local Board, have been removed by writ of certiorari to the 
Court of Queen’s Bench, with the view of having the case tried 
before one of the judges of that court and a special jury. The 
indictment charges Mr. Wallington with wilful and corrupt 
perjury in the evidence he gave before the Master in the refer- 
ence on the claim made by Mr. Hedley on the Board for.pro- 
fessional services; but the strong expression of sympathy 
with Mr. Wallington, while labouring under such a serious 
charge, which was expressed by the Local Board at their last 
meeting, and the declaration of their full confidence in_ his 
truthfulness and integrity, show that he has not fallen in the 
estimation of his fellow-townsmen by the accusation. -We 
have had reason to differ with Mr. Wallington on several 
occasions, but we have never seen cause to impugn his good 
faith. The accusation is founded on his statement on oath of 
the day on which a certain document was signed, and he 
might have been mistaken as to the precise date, as any one 
is liable to be; but in such an error, admitting it to have been 
one, there is no reasonable foundation for an imputation of 
wilful and corrupt perjury. 

The Engineer announces that another shale oil-work, under 
the management of a limited liability company, is about to be 
erected in Scotland, at Coatdyke, a small village situated mid- 
way between Airdrie and Coatbridge. Contracts have been 


entered into for supplies of shale, &c., and it is stated that the 
company will also offer to supply the towns of Airdrie and 
Coatbridge with gas of good quality at a charge of ‘2s.’ per 
1000 cubic feet. 





The work is expected to consist of about 





companies—was presented before the same committee on the 


contention before the committee was confined to the clauses of. 


objection by Lord Redesdale, was struck out, and the standard | 


|150 retorts, which will afford employment to a large number 
‘of ‘men; ‘Jand’for the exection of the works ‘has been leased, 








a 


and building operations will be commenced immediately. 








Correspondence, 


-A METER INSPECTOR’S EXPLANATION OF THE 

.'» IRREGULAR REGISTRATION OF GAS-METERS. 

- §rr,—Having been for some years past a constant reader of the 
JouRNAL or Gas Licurtrne, I have not failed to discern the rea- 
diness with which you publish any communication affecting the 





question of gas, &c., either from consumers or gas companies. 1 
thérefore make bold to ask you to insert the following :— 
‘ Since this office was opened in August, 1861, to carry out the 


provisions of the Sales of Gas Act, upwards of 200,000 gas-meters 
have been tested and stamped; and no small number of these have 
been cases of dispute, wherein the consumers have refused to -_pay 
their gas accounts, declaring that the gas company has overcharged 
them and that they had not burnt the gas, it being, as they state, 
quite impossible; in fact, they would give you to understand that 
they have consumed less during the quarter in dispute than: at 
any other time. Many such like statements as these,.I.am 
compelled to listen to, followed, I assure you, with strong vindic- 
tive feelings against the gas company in question; and if) on 
testing the meter it is found rather in the consumer’s favour (?t 
being slow), they at once turn round and say the meter is alto- 
gether wrong, there must be a grand mistake, for it is impossible 
they could have burnt the gas, for they have no more .burners, || 
close earlier than ever, have less hands at work, have been :most 
careful with the gas, never cook or warm by it, yet after all the 
gas bill is 30 or 40 and in many cases 60 to 80 per cent. more in) 
the quarter than in the previous one. I may here say these dis-| 
putes are not only from all parts of the metropolis, but from all 
parts of the kingdom. 

Now, sir, the most fruitful source of dispute, and at the same) 
time the most perplexing and vexatious to the consumer is this:' 
That the gas companies allow meters to remain up so long that 
they cease to register accurately, the tendency in most cases being 
to get slow, or to pass gas unregistered; and so they continue year 
after year, the meter getting worse every quarter, till at last, for) 
some reason, the meter is removed, and a correct or stamped meter; 
put in its place. ' 8 : 

Now what is the result? The stamped meter registers the! 
amount consumed. When the gas account is sent in, at the end, 
of the next quarter, the consumer, to his utter astonishment, finds. 
his bill 30 or 40 per cent. more than the last quarter; in many, 
cases it has been 60 to 80. per cent., but 30 an 40 per cent. are 
common cases; then arise the disputes. The reason is this: The| 
old meter removed was just as much too slow as the consumer's | 
bill seems to him .to be too “fast” (or too much); . thus the gas 
companies lose a very large per centage of rental, and create, for 
themselves and for the stamped meter, which does its duty, a large 
amount of distrust and jealousy. r.. 4 

I have no hesitation in saying that the gas company which 
practices the system of allowing meters to remain up over’a) 
certain time without being examined, is doing so at its own! 
cost and loss, I speak of both the wet and dry meters, and I also, 
speak from daily experience in the cases of dispute, for I am con-| 
tinually referred to on the subject. 

It could easily be shown how meters get fast and slow after a 
given time, and thus work incorrectly, but I consider it quite un-| 
necessary on this occasion, as those points are well known to the! 
— bulk of your readers; and therefore I need not occupy any) 

urther space in your valuable JouRNAL. | 
. Hy. Srorne. 
City of London Gas-Meter Inspector’s Office, ' 

. April 10, 1866. 





r 





STEVENSON VERSUS THE EXETER GAS CONSUMERS 
COMPANY. 

Sir,—I regret, for Mr. Richards’s sake, that he has ,thrust 
himself before the notice of his professional brethren and :the 
public, by an attack upon me in your columns. . My evidence 
alluded, as modestly as was possible under the circumstances, to 
the part I had taken in promoting the bill of the. Exeter Gas 
Consumers Company, and was not intended to give offence to Mr. 
Richards. As, however, he has chosen to be offended, I must ask 
your permission to state some facts, and make some comments, so 
that your readers may judge fairly between us. 

And first let me beg Mr. Richards, when he quotes words and 
places them between inverted commas, to quote correctly. Mr. 
Richards says, “ He stated, as reported in your JouRNAL, ‘that 
although the company had an engineer engaged, yet the bulk of 
the duty devolved upon him’ (Mr. Stevenson) ;” whereas your! 
report reads thus: ‘ Although in this case I was not the engineer| 
appointed by the company, the bulk of the work devolved,upon 
me, and I was made the leading witness before the committee. 
The engineer himself was paid £340 for his services.” 

Mr. Richards having misquoted and partially quoted my state- 
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ment, proceeds to inform your readers that he had been acting as 
engineer to the company three months before I was employed, 
that he continued subsequently to act for them, and “ fulfi all 
the duties attached to the position of engineer, such as preparing 
specifications, plans, estimates, attending committees of directors, 
&c.,” and argues that, he did all these things to the entire satisfac- 
tion of the company, because they paid his bill in full, although, 
like those of the other engineers, it was submitted to taxation. 

I will dispose of this last matter first, by simply reminding Mr. 
Richards that an account submitted to a taxing-master is a purely 
formal proceeding, if there be noopposition. I presume the com- 
pany could scarcely afford to quarrel with their own engineer, 
and therefore did not seek to get his bill reduced on taxation. 
Hence it — the master without question, who, I will be bound 
ito say, did not trouble himself to form any opinion on the 
= amount of work performed by Mr. Richards and 
myself. 
| And now, sir, as to this question of proportionate labour and 
‘its value, I must, however unwillingly, state the fact that, when 
I went down to Exeter to view and confer with the board of 
directors, I was informed that up to that time Mr. Richards had 
'not furnished to the company any report containing an estimate 
|of either the cost of works or the cost of gas, and that they had 
‘not seen any plans which he might have prepared, and were, in 
| fact, completely without information to guide them in respect to 
‘the evidence to be laid before Parliament. I had vo set to work 
| immediately to obtain all the necessary local data upon which to 
| frame estimates, and in doing so Mr. Richards did not afford me 
| the slightest assistance. Those data were all obtained, and 

approximate estimates prepared forthwith, and the result laid 
| before the directors at a meeting that evening, when I have no 
bane in saying they received more information on the sub- 

ject of the intended application to Parliament that Mr. Richards 
| had afforded them during the whole three months he had been 
|in their service; and I was made the leading witness, while Mr. 
Richards, the engineer of the company, was not called, and 
searcely consulted. 








| 
| 


|| simply adding, that a London common jury awarded to me, with- 





| I am almost ashamed to have given so much ge paper and 
ink to this somewhat lengthy reply to Mr. Richards’s attack, but, 
| trusting to your courtesy to give it insertion in your next issue, 
\I leave with the utmost confidence the counter-statements of Mr. 
Richards and myself to the candid perusal of your readers; 


out a moment’s hesitation; the sum which Mr. Richards’s clients 


refused. : 
Halifax, April 10, 1866. G. W. STEVENSON. 


Register of Pew Patents. 











APPLICATIONS FOR LETTERS PATENT. 


908.—Joun Parkes, the younger, of Oaken Gates, in the co. of Salop, 
ironmonger, and James Parkes, of Oaken Gates aforesaid, ironmonger, | 
for “Improvements in apparatus for measuring liquids,” March 29, 1866. | 

941.—Epwarp Brooke, the younger, of Huddersfield, in the co. of | 
York, manufacturer of sanitary tubes and other fire-clay goods, for | 
‘“‘ Improvements in the construction and arrangement of apparatus and | 
material for effecting the deodorizing of noxious gases arising from sewers | 
and drains, and for the more effectual ventilation of such sewers and | 
drains.” April 2, 1866. 

982.—Witt1am Henry Puitures, of Nunhead, in the co. of Surrey, 
engineer, for ‘‘ Improvements in rotary pumps.’ April 5, 1866. 

992.,—James YounG, of Limefield, in the co. of Mid Lothian, N.B., 
gentleman, for “ Improvements in distilling.”” April 6, 1866. 

1023.—James Sparrow and Samvuex Pooxz, both of Frood Iron- Works, 
near Wrexham, in the co. of Denbigh, ironmasters, for ‘Improvements 
in collecting the heated gases from blast-furnaces so as to utilize the 
same.’ April 10, 1866, 

1026.—Grorce Wit11AM Surnner, of the Strand, in the co. of Middle- | 
sex, for ‘‘ Improvements in means of and apparatus for utilizing sewage | 

| matters and liquids.” April 10, 1866. 

| ree 

GRANTS OF PROVISIONAL PROTECTION. 

862,—Witt1am Epwarp Newron, of 66, Chancery Lane, in the co. of | 
Middlesex, civil engineer, for “‘ Improvements.applicable to the treatment 
of the substances used in the purification of gas.” A communication. 
March 23, 1866. 

896.—Wituiam ALExanDER Lyrrte, officer of the secretary’s depart- | 
ment, General Post-Office, London, for ‘‘ Improvements in the means | 
and apparatus for the distillation and rectification of hydrocarbon and | 
other volatile otls,’’ March 27, 1866. 

NOTICES TO PROCEED. 

3089.—Witt1aM Jounston, of the city of Glasgow, in the co. of Lanark, 
N.B., lamp manufacturer, for ‘“ Jimprovements in lamps, lanterns, and | 
gasfittings.” Dec, 2, 1865. 

$117.—Pumir Atsert Munvz, of Keresley, near Coventry, in the co. | 
of Warwick, gentleman, for “Improvements in the manufacture of metal 
tubes.” Dec. 5, 1865. 

$153.—Piannon pE Monpéstr, engineer in the High Roads Imperial | 
Body, Paut Lenarrrg, civil engineer, and AvGusTIN JULLIENNE, en- | 

gineer in mechanics, all of 60, Boulevart de Strasbourg, Paris, in the | 





| from inhabitants of Dublin; and from Daniel Tighe;—and 


| committee to be proposed by the Committee of Selection. 
| 


empire of France, for “dn improved mode of applying the compression 
of air for ventilating purposes, and the compression of any gas for hurry- 
ing along elastic fluids in conveying-pipes.” Dec, 8, 1865. 
3214.—-AtrrEeD Vincent Newron, of 66, Chancery Lane, in the co. of 
Middlesex, mechanical draughtsman, for “An improved construction of 
tool for cutting tubes.’ A communication. Dec. 12, 1865. 
3248.—Tuomas Parker, of 42, Saint Mary Axe, in the City of London, 
clerk to Messrs. Charles Albert Pellas and Co., of the same place, mer- 
chants, for “‘Producing an oxyhydro-magnesian light, applicable to photo- 
graphic purposes, to lighthouses, and to other iliuminations.” 
munication. Dec. 15, 1865. 
$292.—Wituram Crank, of 53, Chancery Lane, in the co, of Middlesex, 
engineer and patent agent, for “4 new and improved apparatus for 
cooling and purifying atr in rooms or compartments, and ventilating the 
same.’ A communication. Dec. 20, 1866, 





A com- 


3315.—Wiu1am Jackson, of Lancaster, in the co. of Lancaster, engineer, || 


for ‘* Improvements in pumps,” Dec, 22, 1865. 
110.—Jonn Catvin THompson, of 14, Burney Street, Greenwich, in the 

co. of Kent, for ‘‘ Improvements in means or apparatus employed in the 

combustion of gas in gas-stoves and burners loyed in h 

cooking.” Jan. 13, 1866. 


. 





eed A C4 


NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR LEAVE TO ENTER A 
DISCLAIMER. 


2080.—Rozert Grirrirus, of Mornington Road, Regent’s Park, in the 
co. of Middlesex, and of Coppa Colliery, Mold, in the co. of Flint, en- || 
gineer, for ‘‘ Improvements in the construction of retorts or ovens for || 


extracting oil from certain descriptions of cannel coal or other bituminous 
substances.” Aug. 21, 1863. 


NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR LEAVE TO ENTER 
A DISCLAIMER AND MEMORANDUM OF ALTERATION. 
Joun Weems, of Johnstone, in the co. of Renfrew, N.B., tinsmith, for 
** Improvements in the manufacture of metallic pipes and sheets,” 
11, 1852. 


PATENTS WHICH HAVE BECOME VOID 


BY REASON OF THE NON-PAYMENT OF THE ADDITIONAL STAMP DUTY OF || 


£100 BEFORE THE EXPIRATION OF THE SEVENTH YEAR. 
845.—Davip Brain Wuite, “ Improvements in arranging ships and other 
pumps.” April 4, 1859. 
8538.—Gzorce Freperic CHANTRELL and Epwarp Dutcu, “ Improve- 


ments in apparatus for regulating the quantity of water to be used for 


the flushing of water-closets and other purposes.” April 5, 1859. 








Parliamentary intelligence. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Fripay, Marcu 23. 
The Patstey WATER Bill was brought from the Commons, read a first 


time, and referred to the Examiners. petition was deposited against the 
Wieton Water Bill, from Lord Leconfield. 


Tuurspay, Aprit 12. 


The Cern ACREFAIR AND RHOsYMEDRE WATER Bill, and the BANBURY 
Gas Bill, were read a second time, and committed. 


The GRANGE AND CARTMEL District GAs AND WATER Bill was read the 


third time, passed, and sent to the Commons. 


The Briton Ferry Gas; Croypon CoMMERCIALGAS; HEYwoop WATER; { 
| and the HoLyHEAD WATER Bills, were brought from the Commons, read a 


ting and || 


Noy. || 





| first time, and referred to the Examiners. 


Petitions were deposited against the Brirmincuam Water Bill, from the 


Corporation of Birmingham;—against the BopmMin Water Bill, from the} 
Bodmin and Wadebridge aes Company ;—against the DusLin CorPo- | } 
id 


RATION WATER Bill, from the land Great Western Railway of Ireland 
Company; from the Grand Canal Company; from brewers, &c., of Dublin; 


SHEFFIELD Unirep Gas Bill, from the Corporation of Sheffield. 


Fripay, Apriz 13, 


The BANBury Gas BIL was reported, with amendments. 
The CampripGe UNIVERSITY AND Town WATER; the Frome Gas; the 


| HuppersFietp Water; the SourH STAFFORDSHIRE Water; and the 


Srockton Gas Bills, were brought from the Commons, read a first time, 


| and referred to the Examiners. 


The Bopmin Warer Bill was read a second time, and committed; the 


| 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monpay, Apri 9. | 

The Brirron Ferry Gas; Croypon ComMERCIAL Gas; Heywoop, 
Waa and the HoLyHEAD WarTrr Bills, were read the third time, and 
passed. 

The Frome Gas Bill, and the Srockron Gas Bill, as amended, were 
considered, and ordered to be read the third time. 

The CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY AND Town WaTER But, and the SouTH 
STAFFORDSHIRE Water Bill, as amended, were considered; amendments 
made, and the Bills ordered to be read the third time. 

The HuppERsFiELD WATER Bill, as amended, was considered; eleven 
clauses added; amendments made, and the Bill ordered to be read the third 
time. 


The Lonpon Gas Bill was read a second time; motion made and ques- 
tion put, by Mr. Alderman Lawrence—“ That the Bill be committed to the 
Select Committee on the London (City) Corporation Gas Bill. The House 
divided—Ayes, 73; noes, 36. 











against the 


| 
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Warer-Works Bill, second reading deferred till Monday next. 
A petition was deposited — the Ventnor Gas anp Water Bill, 
from the isle of Wight Water-Works Company. 





TuEspAy, Apriv 10. 

The StoursripGE GAs Act AMENDMENT Bill was reported. 

The BromsGRovE AND Drorrwicn WATER Bill, as amended, was con- 
sidered, and ordered to be read the third time. 

The Rocupa.r Warer Bill.—Report on petition for additional provisions, 
in respect of ane tee sere with the Standing Orders, laid upon the table, 
and referred to the Select Committee on Standing Orders. 

Warer-Works Bill.—The petition of the Edinburgh Water Company 
against, to lie upon the table. 





Wepnespay, Apri 11. 

The Newcast.e anp Garesueap Water Bill, and the SHerrreLD 
Warer Bill, as amended, were considered ; amendments made, and the Bills 
ordered to be read the third time. 

A petition was deposited against the Kitmarnock WATER Bill, from the 
Provosts, Magistrates, and Town Council of Kilmarnock. 





Tuurspay, Apri 12. 

The CAMBRIDGR UNIVERSITY AND Town WaTeR-Works; Frome Gas; 
HuppDERSFIELD WATER; SoUTH STAFFORDSHIRE WATER; and the Srock- 
ton Gas Bills, were read the third time, and passed. 

The ALprinctoy, Hove, Anp Bricuton Gas Bill,as amended, was con- 
sidered; amendments made, and ordered to be read the third time. : 

Lonpon (Crry) Corporation Gas Bill.—Motion made and question 
proposed, by Mr. Crawford—“ That Mr. Hastings Russell be one of the 
members of the Select Committee on the London (City) Corporation Gas 
Bill.” The motion, by leave, was withdrawn. 


Fripay, Aprit 13. 

The ame anp Drorrwicn Water Bill, was read the third 
time, an 3 

Lonvon (Crry) Corporation. Gas Bill.—Select Committee on London 
(City) Corporation Gas Bill nominated: Mr. Hastings Russell, Mr. Dutton, 
Mr. Woods, Colonel North, Mr Morrison, Mr. Westropp. Motion made and 
Question proposed—“ That Mr. Waldegrave-Leslie be one other member of 
the said committee.” Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
(Before the Earl of Devon, Chairman; the Marquis of Lanspowne, Lords 
SKELMERSDALE, CHAWORTH, and CONGLETON.) 
ALDERSHOT GAS AND WATER BILL AND ALDERSHOT GAS CONSUMERS 
BILL. 
Fripay, Marca 9. 
Mr. Cripps, Q.C., and Mr. H. M. Jackson appeared for the former, and 


Mr. S. Huu for the latter. 
Mr. Cripps said it was somewhat unfortunate, no doubt, that two com- 


|| panies should be before their lordships seeking similar powers for supplying 


a small town like Aldershot, and that they should not have appeared as 
one company seeking incorporation; however, he would give a short his- 
tory of the facts, and the committee would then see how the present result 
was arrived at. Aldershot was a place of very recent note, its importance 
dating altogether from the formation of the camp there in 1855. In the fol- 
lowing year, 1856, the first gas-works were established by a private indi- 
vidual; those works were carried on by a company, but that company was 
not fortunate in its operations, and in the following year, 1857, fell into dif- 
ficulties. The mortgagee subsequently entered into possession, and he and 
his executors carried them on for a time; subsequently they were trans- 
ferred to Mr. Frederick Eggar, and that gentleman was still one of the 
main proprietors of the works. At that time a valuation was made, 
which amounted to about £3000—not a very large amount; but as soon as 


|| Mr. Eggar came into possession he very much extended the works, and 


spent additional capital upon them, as much as £6000 being expended in 
laying down new pipes and generally in improving the efficiency of the 
concern. At this time, also, a Local Board of Health was established in 
Aldershot, to whom Mr. Eggar made a certain money payment for permis- 
sion to lay down pipes in the streets. Mr. Eggar probably foresaw that the 
gas supply of such a town would be more satisfactorily conducted by a 
public company, and a meeting of the inhabitants was called in the month 
of January, 1860, to take the matter into consideration, the preliminary 


establish a company turned out unsuccessful, as only about £400 was sub- 
scribed in the town, and consequently the design was at that time aban- 
doned. In the following year, 1861, however, an application was made to 
Parliament for an Act of Incorporation, and notice having been given in 
the previous year, several meetings were called at Aldershot in relation to 
it. Up to this time the water scheme had not been mooted. That bill 
passed the House of Lords, but was lost on Standing Orders in the House | 
of Commons, and consequently the matter again fell through. Efforts were | 
still made from time to time to establish a company, but unsuccessfully, 
and in 1863 Mr. Lightfoot came in as a main proprietor to join Mr. Eggar. 
Very shortly afterwards the manager was dismissed, and almost imme- 
diately the Gas Consumers Company was started, having only a very small 
capital, stated in their last balance-sheet at £4500. No doubt it was un- 
fortunate that all efforts for an amalgamation should have been fruitless, 
especially as the original company had their pipes laid down, and had an 
agaeement for lighting the public lamps; and it could hardly be advisable 
that in so small a town, with a population, he believed, of 5000, that there 
should be two gas companies with full — competing with each other; 
however, up to the present time, all efforts of this kind had been unsuc- | 
cessful. He would now come to the water question. In 1863, the want of 
water being very much felt, a survey was made of the means of supplying 
it by Mr. Bateman, a report made in 1864, and public meetings called with 
reference to the matter; and at one of these meetings resolutions were 
passed, in consequence of the suggestions made by Mr. Bateman, that a 
water company should be formed with a capital of £5000, in 1000 shares 
of £5 each. The result, however, had been that the water had been sup- 
plied by the same individuals who formed the old gas company, and at the 
tape time they were supplying the town with both gas and water. So 

as the water supply went, however, there would be no opposition, he 
understood; so that had it been solely a bill for incorporating a company 
to supply water, it would have been an unopposed bill; he would, therefore, 
make no further remarks upon this topic, except to say that the question 
now lay between a gas and water company—the old company—and the 
new Gas Consumers Company. 











The CHarrman: Was the water company formed before the Consumers 
Company started ? 

Mr. Crirrs: They were formed about the same time. The question 
really was, which of the two companies should receive the approval of 
Parliament? They were the old established company, and could offer 
several advantages which the newer company could not. It was not an 
immaterial point, for instance, that they combined both gas and water; 
and by that combination he believed they could conduct the business more 
economically and more efficiently than if the gas were in the hands of one 
company and the water in those of another. They would only need one set 
of offices and officers, and as the same parties would require to break up 
the streets for the two purposes, they would naturally do it at a time when 
both purposes could be served at once. The other and newer company 
had less capital—— 

. pene I do not quite understand when your company was 
‘ormed. 

Mr. Criprs: The date of the certificate of incorporation under the Joint- 
Stock Companies Act was May 19, 1865, but it was substantially the same 
parties who had been supplying gas since 1856. As might readily be sup- 
posed, there were petitions against the bill from the Gas Consumers 
Company; and in those petitions it was naturally stated that the supply 
had hitherto been very unsatisfactory, and that the new company were 
going to remedy all defects. They also alleged against the gas and water 
company that it was a company trading in the ordinary way for profit; 


| but he had no doubt their ae had had some experience of whata 


consumers company really was—the metropolis itself had illustrated it over 
and over again. A new company was started in opposition to the old one, 
calling itself a consumers company; but whether it were a consumers or a 
producers company it must be conducted on commercial principles. The 
shares were of course transferable, and did not commonly remain long in 
the hands of the original projectors, and the two companies in the course 
of one, or certainly in the course of a very few years, became precisely the 
same—probably a few consumers in both, and in both a great many 
strangers, who simply held the shares as an investment. The real question 
was, what was best for the town? Ought they to be able to take over the 
other company and oblige them to make terms, or was it right that they 
should be absorbed in a much smaller concern? There were one or two 
minor matters which he would call attention to before concluding. They 
said that their site was quite free from objection, and he did not think that 
was disputed; on the other band, the consumers works, which were put up 
somewhat in haste, on ground purchased from one of the proprietors, were 
in a situation which they said was objectionable; and one of the petitions 
before the committee against that bill was from parties residing within 
300 yards of those works. There was also a considerable difference in 
price contemplated by the old company, who were in a position to know 
from experience what it could be supplied at, and the price which the new 
company suggested as their maximum. His clients limited their price to 
5s., but the others did not put their limit lower than 7s. 

Mr. Hit said the Consumers Company’s price was 4s. 6d. 

Mr. Cripps said this was an alteration at the last moment ; 
originally put in the bill showed their deliberate opinion. 

Mr. Hix said the company he represented were now charging 4s. 6d. 

Mr. Cripps: Their a had hardly put themselves in a position to 
appear there at all, as the report of the examiner was that they had not 
complied with the Standing Orders, and yet they had not been before the 
Standing Orders Committee to ask if they could be dispensed with. 
could only say that the old company were anxious to make arrangements. 
Efforts had been made, arid were at one time almost successful, the largest 
shareholders being well content to accept the terms offered, but the smaller 
shareholders outvoted them. Evidence on this point would be laid before 
them. He also called attention to the bill itself, the 37th and 39th clauses 
of which provided that the company should only enter upon such land as 
was mentioned in the schedule annexed to the bill for the purpose of manu- 
facturing gas, that land, &c., so mentioned, being the present works of the 
old company, marked red upon the map. . 

The CuarrMAN: Your rivals seek to benefit other parishes? 

Mr. Cripps: Yes, my lord ; but it is probably put in to make up the bill, 
as they do not supply those places now, and would have to go four miles to 
do so. There is nothing of the kind at the present time. The learned 


the price 


tion to the fact that the gas and water company’s works were marked red 
and the consumers works green on the map, and they are for convenience 





steps having been taken in the previous year. However, the attempt to | 


| of water has been very bad at Aldershot ; a good supply would be one of 
| the greatest boons that could be given. I see no reason why gas and water 

should not be supplied by one company. I speak as an owner and occupier 
| of land in the parish. 


| not supplied with gas at my house, but in Victoria Road, a new road I 


so referred to in the evidence. 


Mr. Richard Allden, examined by Mr. Jackson 

I am a farmer, and have resided all my life near Aldershot. I have been 
for several years chairman of the Local Board of Health, from its formation 
up to last autumn. I recollect Mr. Eggar applying to the board for per- 
mission to lay down gas-pipes—about 1857, I think. He was to give £60 and 
put the roads in proper repair after breaking them up; he has done so 
since. I never heard any complaint of the quality or the supply of gas. 
I now pay 4s. 6d.; I have paid as high as 5s. 6d. I do not see any necessity 
for two companies. There was a complaint made once of the supply of 
gas to a low-lying part of the town, but it was soon set right. The supply 


Cross-examined by Mr. Hrtu: My house is near Aldershot Lodge. I am 
have recently laid out. In May, 1858, Mr. Eggar took possession of the 
gas-works. The supply of gas was then unsatisfactory, for he immediately 
improved it. I do not recollect a company being started called “ The Van- 
quisher Company.” I did not hear complaints myself of the gas supply; 
there may have been reports about the town. In 1859, Mr. Eggar tried to 
turn his works into a company, but it was not successful. I do not know 
that Mr. Defries came down and pronounced the works unfit for the pur- 
pose. In 1861, there was an attempt to get up a gas consumers company, 
and in 1864, the present Consumers Company was started; there were then 
complaints of the price of the gas supplied by Mr. Eggar. I was then 
chairman of the local board, and gave permission to him to lay down mains. 
I think Mr. Eggar then charged 5s. 6d. I do not remember how long it was 
before the Consumers Company began to supply gas. I do not recollect any 
complaint being made of the price of the gas supplied to the public lamps 
by Mr. Eggar. As soon as the Consumers Company was started, Mr. Eggar 
lowered his price. A petition was sent to the board in 1864, complaining 
of the suyply at a place called North Lane, and not long after we gave 
permission to the Consumers Company to lay down the mains. Most of 
the shareholders in the Consumers Company are consumers, and resident 
in Aldershot. 





‘| 


He | 


counsel then proceeded to call the following witnesses, first calling atten- | | 
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Re-examined .by Mr. Cripps: Mr. E is a large owner of pro- 
perty in the parish, and so are some of the other shareholders in the old 
company, but not all. By a paper circulated in Aldershot it appeared that 
the price charged was as low as at any place in the neighbourhood. Some 
of the shareholders in the Consumers Company are members of the local | 
|| board; since they started there have been two parties, one making com- 
|| plaints against the other, but before that I only heard officially the one 
|| complaint before mentioned. d 
Mr. Thomas Jackson, examined by Mr. Cripps. 


I am a brewer, residing at Guildford, and am owner of property at Alder- 
|, shot. There has been a great Jack of water supply at Aldershot, and I have 
| been at considerable expense in sinking wells in consequence; even then 

| the water is bad. I am aware of the efforts being made by Mr. Eggar to 
|i net up a water company to supply the town. I recollect the efforts made 
|| by him in 1859 to pass the gas-works into the hands of a company. In 
|| January, 1859, a resolution was passed at a meeting for the transfer, and, I 
|| believe, a certificate of incorporation was granted. Only £400, however, 
|| was subscribed by independent parties, and the scheme was abandoned, Mr. 
'Eggar paying all the expenses. There were subsequent similar efforts 
|made, but unsuccessfully, and a fatile application was made to Parliament 
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Mr. Frederick Eggar, examined by Mr. Crirrs. 

I resided at Manor House, Aldershot, until about three months ago, and 
have a good deal of property in the parish. I have known Aldershot for 
80 years, and laid out most of the property there. The population is now 
between 5000 and 6000, I believe. It has not increased so rapidly the last 
year or two. It has all grown up since 1855, when the population was about 
500. Feeling that my property, which was chiefly building land, would 
never be very valuable without a supply of gas and water, I have continued 
ever since the gas-works came into my possession, more by necessity than 
by choice, to carry them on, and urged upon the inhabitants to unite with 
me in carrying them on, but did not succeed in obtaining their goodwill. 
I urged the water scheme in the same way, and received a certain amount 
of support, but could get no further. Seeing that my property must suffer 
without these essentials, I determinéd on carrying out both myself, and up 
to the time of the formation of the Consumers Company I never heard any 
complaint. In 1863, under my directions, Mr. Gravatt, who has had con- 
siderable experience in such matters, made asurvey. Trial wells were sunk, 
and a series of experiments were made. Those were repeated in 1864, and 
every effort made to my. whether the supply would be sufficient. A com- 
mittee was appointed to co-operate with me, and they ordered an engine 
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in 1861. 
| By the Cuarrman: I own twenty houses in Aldershot, which are prin- 
| cipally supplied with gas by Mr. Eggar’s company. I have heard no com- 
|plaints. I do not think it desirable there should be two companies in 
| Aldershot. 
| Cross-examined by Mr. S. Hii: The present owners of the gas-works 
are Messrs. Eggar and Lightfoot. I think it was early in 1865 that the 
| water company was first mentioned, and the gas was tacked on to it. Mr. 
| iggar brought forward the water company, and a meeting was held; several 
| persons left the room, but Ido not know whether it was because Mr. Eggar's 
| gas-works were tacked on to the water. I pay 5s., I think, to Messrs. 
Eggar and Lightfoot for gas. 

Mr. William Rowley, examined by Mr. Jackson. 


| J am surveyor to the Local Board of Health and inspector of nuisances at 
, Aldershot, where I have lived many years. Heretofore the town has been 
supplied with water by wells. In dry weather the supply had been very 
limited. Some wells are 12 feet deep, some deeper; but I think they are 
| principally land springs. I cannot say what is the view of the Local Board 
| of Health, but my own opinion is that a good supply of water would be an 
| immense boon, particularly for the purpose of flushing the sewers, and for 
| sanitary purposes generally. We have been already under an obligation to 
Mr. Eggar in that respect, as when he washed out his reservoirs he allowed 
|the water to pass through the sewers, which had not been flushed for 
| eighteen aaa before. Aldershot stands very much on a level; the fall 
| is about 1 in 660 in the sewers in the lower portion. Mr. Eggar’s company 
, has laid down a considerable quantity of water mains through the principal 
| streets. In my official experience 1 have only heard the one complaint 
| referred to by Mr. Allden, relative to the supply of gas in North Town. I 
‘am a gas consumer, and am satisfied with the present supply from Messrs. 
| Eggar’s works. 

By the CuairMan: I have recently paid 5s. 6d., and since 5s. I believe 


| the last account it was 4s.6d. I do not know the number of gas consumers. 





| 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| There is a difference of about 25 or 30 feet between the level of the red and | 


| green works, the former being the lowest; they are on the lowest spot that 
| could be found. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Hitt: The red works are about 80 feet, and the 
) green works about 50 feet below the level of Union Street; the distance from 


in Victoria Road. At present there is no supply there from the green works. 
| I do not know how that is. It is private property in Mr. Allden’s hands. 
Union Street is parish property. Steps were taken to prevent the Con- 
sumers Company laying down mains at the lower end of High Street, before 


not there. 


there are several houses very close to them. 
Mr. Hint: Are there not houses round the red works? 
Witness : There has been no complaint. : 
Mr. Cripps: There is a petition against the green works, but none against 


|| the red. 





Joseph William Oliver, examined by Mr. Jackson. 


| L reside in Wellington Street, and have acted as collector of gas-rates for 
| Mr. Eggar. There was the usual amount of grumbling as to dearness, &c., 

but the specific complaints were not very numerous; they were generally 
attributable to the fittings. That was the case in a house I occupied myself. 
At the bottom of the bills there was a notice requesting that complaints 
should be made to the manager in case of insufficient supply, when it should 
be rectified. 
for the money, instead of to the manager. 
against the bill. There are 260 signatures.. There are four or five hundred 
| householders in the town and parish of Aldershot. 1 have looked through 
| the names, and a great many of them are not householders; some are cot- 
jtage tenants, cabmen, labourers, lodgers in cottages, several are female 
_ lodgers in houses of ill fame; there are several of this class jollowing each 


Ihave read a copy of the petition 


other; there are some of a different class. There are 150 who are not gas | 
| | consumers. 


| 
| remainder are not equal to half the gas consumers. 
lof Mr. Eggar’s bill. 

Mr. Huu: Give me the name of a single one. 

Witness : Mr. Thomas White, Mr. Allden, Mr. Elsley, the proprietor of 


| Mr. Edward Martin, owner of thirty or forty houses. Some of those living 


By Mr. Jackson; 1 believe the greater number of persons are in favour | 


six houses in Bank Street; Mr. Clark, Mr. J. Martin, owner of forty houses; | 


| 1859, a meeting was convened for the purpose of forming a company, and 


| Stock Companies Act was obtained in 1860; in the latter part of the year, 
|| the red to the green works is from three-quarters to one mile. My house is | 


| self were appointed the liquidators; all the shares were returned in full, and 


| given in 1860 of an application to Parliament in the session of 1861. The 
you get to Victoria Road. ‘There was a bit of an uproar, I believe; I was | 


By Mr. Criers: New Town, or North Town, is considerably below the | 


|| level of th ks; the green works are higher up than the red, and | 
ene oe ee ee 4-1 . ° : | withdrawn, and the matter ended. 


| afterwards an opposition was created, the Consumers Company was started, 


I believe many people made complaints to me when I called | 


aes . | benefit the consumer, as the expenses would be lessened. 
By the CuarrmaAn: When the objectionable names are struck out, the | : ~ r the 


and pump, but they gradually relaxed their exertions, and finally sunk into 
oblivion, and I was obliged to proceed alone. In the result all was done at 
my own risk and expense. I have now 159 feet of pipes laid from the well 
to a large reservoir, and mains are laid through the principal streets. Fire- 
plugs are also placed at frequent intervals, so that in the event of fire a sup- 
ply of water can be obtained with no trouble beyond merely turning a tap. 
At the present time the only water supply is from my works. 

By the Cuarrman: I cannot tell how much is supplied to individuals, as 
the service-pipes are only now being laid as fast as possible. There is a 
large shed of water forming the rivers Blackwater and Wey, the one being 
fed by the water flowing westward, and the other that flowing east. To 
the south of the town there is a large bed of impervious clay, about 5 or 
7 feet in thickness, and beneath that is 2 bed of clean shingle, in which the 
water rests. I have just obtained a highly satisfactory analysis of the water 
from Professor Way; he gives the degree of hardness at 18°6, whilst that 
from the neighbouring brook is 8:2, proving satisfactorily that the latter is 
not in any way interfered with. 

By Mr. Crirps: There are no difficulties in the way of regulating the 
supply in future. My anxiety is to give the people as cheap a supply of gas 
and water as I can consistent with making a reasonable profit upon the 
money invested in the works. 

By the Commitrge: The reservoir is 35 feet above the highest part of 
the town, where the Philosophical Institute is situated. : 

By Mr. Criprs: I gave the ground for the Philosophical Institute, and 
also laid out a piece of land for a church, if the people would raise the 
money to build it. My object in the gas-works was more to benefit m 
property than to obtain a profit from the manufacture. I believe no one is 
so much interested in the town as myself, except perhaps Mr. Allden; his 
land is intermixed with mine. In 1859 I took to the works, and immediately 
proceeded to improve them. They were valued then at £2700, being in a 
very inefficient state. There were only 2-inch mains, which I replaced by 
8-inch mains, from the works to Waterloo Road; from there to the middle 
of Iligh Street there are 6-inch pipes; then we continue with 4, 8, and 2- 
inch pipes over the rest of the town. I spent about £6000. In January, 


resolutions were passed for establishing a gas consumers company. The 
memorandum was signed, and a certificate of incorporation under the Joint- 


however, only £400 had been subscribed in the town, and it was resolved, 
though against my wish, to dissolve the company. The secretary and my- 


I took on myself all expenses, amounting to £112 8s.3d. Notice was again 


Standing Orders were not complied with, and although the Lords commit- 
tee waived the objection as trifling, the Commons refused to pass the bill. 
An active opposition was got up, not against the bill itself, but against hav- 
ing an Act of Parliament at all relating to the town; the bill was, therefore, 
d In 1863 Mr. Lightfoot joined me, taking 
a moiety of the concern. From 1861 to when Mr. Lightfoot joined me 

had gone on very quietly, hearing no complaints. I had the satisfaction of 
living in goodwill with the people of Aldershot, and there was no 
rival company. Shortly after Mr. Lightfoot joined the manager was dis- 
charged, some difference having arisen between them. Almost immediatel 


and has been going on since. In 1865 we applied for incorporation under 
the Joint-Stock Companies Act. Before the application came on for hear- 
ing we received a letter from the Consumers Company, asking if we would 
sell our works, and on what terms; we replied that we were not in position 
to treat until we knew the conditions,and gave them three monthsin which 
to answer. We waited three months, until April, before taking any steps, 
and it was not till May that the gas and water works company was incor- 
porated. I do not think it would be at all to the public advantage to have 
two companies, and I should be very glad to promote any equitable arrange- 
ment that could be entered into. There has been no recent estimate made 
of the value of the works, but the engineer will probably be able to give 
that information. I am desirous that this bill should pass, and that a com- 
pany should be formed to take over these works, and that the gas and water 
supply should be carried on in one undertaking, which would, of course, 
I am quite pre- 
pared to leave the terms of purchase in the hands of the committee. 

The Cuarrman: Was there an offer by you to purchase their works? 

Witness: There was, my lord. A meeting was held to bring about an 
arrangement, and I believe the larger shareholders were favourable to the 
proposal made by my partner, but others were not. It was last year, but I 
forget the month. 

By Mr. Cripps: The schedule shows the works; under the bill the com- 
pany cannot erect works anywhere else. I am quite willing that the com- 


||in Wellington Street are very respectable. Most of those living there have 
| signed the petition, So are those living in High Street, which is the best 
|| street in Aldershot. Union Street alsoisa very respectable street, and there 
are 26 signatures from that address. 

| Mr. Hitt: Do not these names represent the bulk of the respectable 
| aPhineae in Aldershot? 

| 

| 

| 


pany shall come under the provisions of the General Act, and that the terms 
by which they acquire the property shall be settied by arbitration, or in 
| any way the committee may suggest. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Hiiu: In 1859 my works were supplying gas. I 
never heard of the “ Vanquisher Gas Company.” There were complaints at 
that time, because the mains were too small. In 1861 there was a meeting 

| at the Exchange, called by me, and at that meeting a consumers gas com- 
pany was decided on. From 1861 I never heard any substantial complaints, 
except in the case of North Lane, owing to the lowness of the level and the 

/ small pipes. I cannot form any idea why the present Consumers Company 
was started. I did not attend the meeting. The company formed in 1861 
was wound up. From 1861 to 1864 we went on as private individuals. 


Witness : Perhaps about half of them. I know nothing of the petition in 
favour of Mr. Eggar’s bill. 

By the Cuarrman: There are over 200 gas consumers in Aldershot. 

By Mr. Hixu: Up to November last our company supplied 200 houses. I 
cannot say how many since that time, as I have had nothing to do with the 
accounts since Christmas. 


| 
| 
| 











———— rr 




















—-, 





April 17, 1866.] 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 


265 





By the Cuarrman: The Consumers Company started in 1861 was 
totally distinct from the present one of that name. 2 
Cross-examination continued: I did not attempt to get up a company in 
1859. Mr. Defries came down to attend the meeting of the defunct com- 
pany, and looked at the works. He never made any report. I have not 
been anxious to get rid of the gas-works, but have been willing. The 
capital registered is £25,000. The company is incorporated for the pur- 
pose of purchasing the gas-works. We have raised no capital at present. 
On the 13th of January we received the following letter from Mr. Eve, 
secretary to the Gas Consumers Company :— 

Gentlemen,—At a meeting of the directors of this company, held on the 12th inst.» 

it was resolved that an application be made to you to ascertain whether you are 
willing to dispose of your gas-works to the company. Will you please inform me 
whether you are disposed to sell? and at the same time, perhaps, you willjstate the 
terms on which you will treat with the company, that I may lay the matter before 
the directors at their next meeting.—Yours, &c., Ricuarp Eve, Secretary. 
On the 20th of January we answered the letter in these terms:— 
Sir,—We beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 13th inst., and say that 
we are quite willing to sell the gas-works whenever the company are in a position 
to a At the present stage of the negotiations we do not feel inclined to go into 
details as to the terms on which we are prepared to'treat, further than to say that 
it can only be a cash transaction. For the information of your directors, we add, 
that in the event of their not arranging the purchase within three months from the 
present time, we shall ourselves merge the aforesaid works into acompany protected 
by Act of Parliament, for which we intend to apply next session. 


There are no mains from the green works along the Victoria Road. In July 
last they were preparing to lay them along High Street, and I served them 
with a notice; they still persisted and I stopped them. 

Mr. Hitt: You had a body of navvies, and a regular fight took place be- | 
tween your navvies and theirs, did there not? | 

Witness : No. 
Mr. Hitt: There were blows struck and blood shed? 
Witness : There was no fight. | 
Mr. Hu: At any rate there was a personal conflict between yourself | 
and Mr. Boulter? 

Witness: No. | 

Mr. Hitt: And Captain Newcombe came and stopped it? 

Witness : He stopped the work. 

Mr. Hitt: And then you thought it more regular to serve Mr. Eve, the 
secretary, with an injunction? 

Witness : Quite so. 

Mr. Hitt: Was that heard before a judge in chambers—Mr. Justice | 
Montague Smith ? 
Witness : Yes. | 
Mr. Hitu: Was that injunction refused by him? | 
Witness: Yes. | 
Mr. Hitt: Then you brought an action against them for trespass? | 

| 
| 








Witness : It is suspended now. I leave the price for the works in the 
hands of the committee. I have not settled anything in my own mind. 
By Mr. Jackson: I took counsel’s opinion that I had a right to stop the 
laying of mains in High Street, the soil being my own freehold. My object 
has always been to associate the consumers of the town with myself in the | 
manufacture of gas. Ata rough guess J have spent £7000 upon the gas- 
works. The amount of capital of the Gas Consumers Company is, I think, 
£5000; I am quite sure I have spent more than £6000 on mine. 

By the Cuarrman: There are nine shareholders at present in the Alder- 
shot Gas and Water Company. 

Mr. John Lightfoot, examined by Mr. Cripps. 

I reside at Wandsworth, and am joint proprietor with Mr. Eggar in 
the gas-works. I joined him in 1863. Up to November the whole of | 
Aldershot was supplied with gas from our works. From June, 1864, to 
July, 1865, we manufactured 9} million cubic feet. We still supply the 
public lamps and the larger portion of the town. The number of houses is 
at present, I think, 135, including the greater portion of the larger buildings. | 
There have been a few complaints, but they have generally been attributable | 
to causes over which we had no control—such as fittings, &c. On Oct. 3, | 


1865, before the new works were completed, I attended a meeting of the | 
consumers directorate; their works were then proceeding, but the pipes | 
had not been used. I made a proposal to them with reference to these | 
pipes, which would then have been available for the water supply. I 
offered to pay all expenses, to pay out the small shareholders in money, 
and the larger ones in 5 per cent. preference shares in the gas and water | 
company. The directors passed a resolution accepting the proposition on | 
their own part, and recommending the shareholders to do the same. I | 
understood that my proposition was accepted by the directors when I left | 
the room; and they even put me in communication with the contractors, 
that I might pay them a certain amount which was due the following | 
week. They subsequently laid the proposition before the shareholders; 
but an agitation was got up, a meeting was called, and thé directors pro- 
posal was thrown over; this was ten days after the first meeting of the | 
directors. 

By the Cuarnman: This proposition emanated from me in the first place. 
I put myself in communication with the chairman, and he advised me to 
attend the directors meeting. 

Mr. Cripps: Have you a copy of the resolution which was come to? 

Witness : I received this from the secretary of the company :—“ Mr. Light- 
foot proposed—‘ That the price of gas for two years next ensuing shall be 
5s. per 1000 feet; that at the end of that time the price shall be reduced to 
& maximum price of 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet; that the purchase-money be paid 
in preference shares bearing 5 per cent. or at par.’ Resolved—‘ That the 
terms of his proposal be recommended to the shareholders for acceptance, 
provided the company is released from its liabilities.’” That also I under- 
took. Our capital in July, 1863, when I joined, was £11,000, and it has 
since been increased by about £1000. 

By the CommirreE: The 135 houses we supply are about two-thirds of 
the whole consuming houses. A year ago we supplied from 190 to 200 
houses. There is a testing-meter at the works, but no one has been there 
through the intervention of a magistrate to ascertain the illuminating 

wer. The power has varied from 13 to 15 or 16 candles; the variation 

as occurred principally from being taken at different times of the day. 

By Mr. Hitt: Amongst those 190 houses, the majority fell off about No- 
vember last. ‘That number includes New Town, where our gas only goes. 
Where both companies supply gas, I cannot tell comparatively how many 
take from each. I cannot say how many take from us in High Street. In 
Wellington Street about three-fourths of the consumers have changed. 

By Mr. Crirrs: Wellington Street is a favourite residence of the directors 
of the Consumers Company. 

homss G. Tone, Esq,, examined by Mr. Jackson. 

Iam a consulting gas engineer, with an experience of upwards of 35 
years. I have laid out gas-works all over the kingdom. I have examined 











| does not include interest; that must all come out of the Ls. 5d. 


| supply gas at 4s. 6d. and get 7} per cent.; to get 10 per cent. they must 


| from memory he had made an error; the cost was, under his calculation, 


| per cent. on the capital on the consumption of 94 millions. ] 


| and water works. 


| ther may possibly pay 5 per cent. 


the red gas-works, and in my opinion they are very well situated; they are 
nearer the source from which the coals are derived than the other, and in 
that respect the cost of gas will be slightly less. There is not much differ- 
ence in that respect, but what there is is in favour of the red works. As 
regards salubrity and desirability, they are rather better situated, being in 
a less populated district. 
producing 100,000 cubic feet of gas a day. I should think the average 
quantity required by a town such as Aldershot, with a population of 6000, 
would be from 60,000 to 70,000 feet. There is ample provision for present 
requirements, and there is also room for increase; as far as the supply of 
gas is concerned, there is no need for a competing company. The price, 
which has been stated at 4s. 6d., is a very low price, and will not give a fair 
dividend on the capital invested. 

Mr. Jackson: And therefore the passing of a rival scheme is not likely, 
in your opinion, to reduce the price of gas much? 

Witness : Not ultimately; it may temporarily, while the competition 
lasts, but combination is certain to ensue. 

Mr. Jackson: Therefore, in the end, the public loses, by having to make 
up preliminary expenses, and so forth ? 

ttness: In the end the public have to pay the dividend upon two 

capitals, 

y the Commirree: The Blackwater River is not navigable by barges, 
but the railway station is about half a mile nearer the red works than the 
green. The present cost of gas at the works is 3s. 1d. per 1000 feet, without 
any profit—that is, at the present price of coals, 19s. 6d., delivered at the 
works. To pay 10 per cent. on the sum invested would require 2s. 2d. in 
addition; in selling at 4s. 61. they have only a profit of 1s. 5d. The 3s. 1d. 
This will 
yield about 74 per cent., which is below the parliamentary limit. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Hitt: Upon a capital of £12,000 they might 


charge 5s. 3d. I have not heard that the South-Western Railway are about 
opening a station nearer to the green works thaa the red. 

By Mr. Cripps: My calculation is based upon the consumption of last 
year, up to July, which was about 9} million cubic feet. 

By the Commitree: The present consumption is much lower, and con- 
sequently the cost of production is higher, probably 3s. 6d. 


Upon a suggestion by the learned counsel for the promoters, Mr. Barlow} | 


referred to his memoranda, and informed the committee that in quoting 


3s. 5d. instead of 3s. 1d., which at the price of 4s. 6d. would not return 6 


Thomas Hawl:sley, Esq., examined by Mr. Jackson. 
Iam a consulting engineer. In a place like Aldershot it is greatly to the 


The works in their present state are capable of] } 





advantage of the public to have gas and water supplied by one company. 
I know this neighbourhood very well. Ido not think water-works per se) 
would be very remunerative, and therefore it is desirable that gas and 
water should go together, as, in fact, they have done. The gas-works 
connected with the water-works are about three times the magnitude of) 
the gas-works not so connected. In a place like Aldershot the water 
scheme will not pay for many years, especially as the Government have) 
gone to great expense in erecting water-works for their own purposes. 

By the CommittEE: The Government have also their own gas-works, 
but it is possible their mains may not extend all over the military ground, 
and they may hereafter take part of their supply from whichever company 
is incorporated by Parliament. The water supply is sufficient for present 
purposes, and can be added to at any time; the present well would supply 
about 100,000 to 180,000 gallons a day; the water is of very good quality. 
In a district like this about 18 gallons per head per day would be a suffi- 
cient supply for all purposes. . 

By Mr. Hitu: The water-works by themselves would not be profitable 
The expense would be lessened by having only one establishment. 

Mr. Jackson: The difference in having two collectors for instance? 

Witness: And the other officers. One person could look after both gas 


Mr. Jackson: Do you mean to say that this difference would make the 
water-works profitable instead of the reverse? 

Witness: No; it would make them less unprofitable for some years, and 
more profitable in the end. 

Mr. Jackson: Then the water-works are to eke out their profits by the 
assistance of the gas? 

Witness : No; 
cent.; a water company would for many years get nothing. The twotoge- 
The manufacturing power of the red 
works is 35 retorts, and that of the green 13; so that the former is not quite 
three times that of the latter. Ido not know whether the retorts are the 
same size. 

By the Committee: I think an 8-inch main is sufficient to carry all the 
gas at present required, but not all that could be produced by 35 retorts. 

By Mr. Hitu: 35 retorts would manufacture about 105,000 feet per cay; 
allowing for waste, ‘about 90,000 feet would be available for use. 

Mr. Cripps said that was the case for the promoters. 

Mr. Hit said, with the permission of the committee, he would call his 
witnesses before addressing their lordships. This course being acquiesced 
in, the following evidence was adduced :— 

Mr. George Trimmer, examined by Mr. Hit. 


I live at Farnham, and am a brewer and large owner of houses at Alder- 
shot. I remember Mr. Eggar coming in to the gas-works, in 1858 or 1859. 
At that time the supply of gas, as I was told, was complained of. In 1864 
the supply was complained of by some, but it was rather the arbitrary rules 
which the sole proprietor laid down which were complained of. For in- 
stance, in the case of a tenant of mine who had been insolvent, he cut off 
the gas, because the arrears were not paid by me immediately, although | 
promised to pay them. I thonght such conduct was not fair. In conse- 
quence of this sort of thing, several parties thought it would be a good 
thing to have a consumers company, and a meeting was held, and the com- 
pany was incorporated in October, 1864. I should think two-thirds of the gas 
consumers were in favour of the scheme, and I, therefore, determined to 
assist it. Before any outlay was made I suggested that an effort should be 
made to arrange matters with Messrs. Eggar and Lightfoot’s firm. We were 
not pleased with the reply, especially the allusion to the cash. At that 
time about 400 shares were taken. In February, 1865, we advertised for 
tenders and contracts, and Messrs. Laidlaw contracted to erect the works. 
They were completed for about £3000, and, having obtained leave of the 
Local Board of Health, mains were laid down. We had had a surveyor to 
give us an idea of the extent of works that would be required to supply our 
probable consumers. The works were calculated to produce 9 or 10 million 


do not say that. A gas company usually requires 10 per 





cubic feet a year, I believe. 
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By Mr. Crips: Mr. Deveile was the surveyor who advised us as to the 
efficiency of our works, but I had no communication with him myself. 
The communication was with Messrs. Eggar before any considerable ex- 

se had been incurred, probably before the contract was entered into. 
Regotiations had been entered into with Mr. Boulter, from whom the land 
was romp orn purchased. I did not like the answer they returned, 
especially their saying it must be a “cash transaction.” I saw Mr. Eggar 
on leaving the meeting, and he suggested that their “ holder’ would come 
to more than all our works. When we made that proposal only the deposit 
had been paid on the shares. Our available money might have been £300 
or £400. I was not at the meeting in October, 1865, when Mr. Lightfoot 
attended. I was chairman of the company at that time, and was made 
aware that the directors had come to a resolution to accept the terms pro- 
posed by Mr. Lightfoot. I expressed my dissent to the other directors. 

Mr. Hitx here read a resolution, carried nem. con. at the next weekly 
meeting of the directors, as follows:—“ That the resolution that the terms 
proposed by Mr. Lightfood be recommended to the shareholders for accept- 
ance be not confirmed.” 

Cross-examination continued: The people were more dissatisfied with the 
motgeeny rules than they were with the quality of the gas. They ought 
not to let a tenant get in debt for a year or a year and a half, and then 
when he became bankrupt charge it on the landlord. 

Mr. Cripps: Then your objection was that the old company gave unrea~ 
sonable credit ? 

Witness : Undoubtedly, when they allowed a tenant to go on for a year 
and a half, and then charged the landlord for the gas. 


Mr. Richard Eve, examined by Mr. Hix. 

I am solicitor to the Gas Consumers Company. In 1864 the supply of gas 
was much complained of, several public meetings being held. Mr. Thomas 
White, one of the shareholders in the Gas and Water Company attended one, 
and expressed his dissatisfaction. Towards the autumn it was determined 
to get up a new company, and in October several gentlemen, principally in- 
habitants of the town, agreed to take a certain number of shares each, and 
the company was incorporated October 31, 1864. Within fourteen days we 
had from 70 to 80 applications for shares, amounting to above 400 shares. 
No steps were taken for some months afterwards, an application being made 
to the Local Board of Health, and to the War Department for permission to 
lay down mains before any works were commenced. The War Department 
are the owners of High Street. The works were opened for the supply of 
gas in November, 1865. Ample time was allowed for any negotiations to 
take place with Messrs. Eggar and Lightfoot. In January, 1865, the letter 
was written and answer received, which have been read. The answer was 
considered most offensive by the directors. The part which said, “ when- 
ever the Gas Consumers Company are in a position to buy” was considered 
offensive, because at that time there were 208 shares subscribed for by some 
of the most respectable men in the town. In the spring of 1865 the pro- 
spectus of the Gas and Water Company came out. In July that company 
called a public meeting, inviting sympathy and support. I attended the 
meeting, and am sure they did not get much sympathy and support. 
Several retired when they found the gas-works were tacked on to the water 
supply. At that meeting it was proposed by Mr. Thomas White that the 
Consumers Company should be invited to join the Gas and Water Company 
in the supply of gas and water to the town. It was objected to by several 
of our directors, who were present, Mr. Sheldrake, Mr. Boulter, Mr. Cave, 
and others. It was decided to adjourn for a fortnight, in order to allow the 
secretary to communicate and settle the terms of amalgamation. The terms 
were entered into after the lapse of ten days or a fortnight, a deputation 
consisting of nearly all the directors and shareholders of the Gas and Water 
ge | waiting upon the directors of the Consumers Company, in June, 
1865. The proposal was that our company should be wound up, and the 
opposition to the other withdrawn; that the capital already subscribed 
should be transferred to the Gas and Water Company, under such terms as 
should be arranged; the Gas and Water Company to pay the expenses of 
our company already incurred, and the cost of winding up, such costs to 
include only the cost of registration and the taxed costs of our solicitor 
and secretary, and to reduce the maximum price to 5s., and to make the 
quality equal to 12 candles. At this time the Consumers Company had 
entered into contracts for their works. The deputation declined to state 
the terms on which their works would be disposed of, so that they had only 
stated the terms on one side, and had not given the terms on the other. 
The directors stated that they could not recommend anything to their 
shareholders till they knew the terms that they were to pay Messrs. Eggar 
and Lightfoot for their works. I may state that a resolution at that time 
was passed to this effect: “ That it is desirable the shareholders should be 
consulted on the proposition made by the Gas and Water Company, but as 
the directors have not received from the deputation information sufficient 
to enable them to lay the question fully before the shareholders for their 
consideration, the secretary be instructed to inform the Gas and WaterC om- 
pany that on being supplied with particulars of the terms on which that 
company propose to purchase the existing gas-works, a general meeting of 
the shareholders of the Consumers Company should be called to consider 
the proposition to amalgamate, and that the secretary, on the earliest pos- 
sible day after recciving such particulars, do call a special general meeting 
of the shareholders for that purpose.” Those particulars were not supplied, 
and no meeting was called. On the 13th of October there was a directors 
meeting, Mr. Trimmer in the chair, when Mr. Lightfoot attended, and pro- 
posed the terms previously mentioned. After he left, the resolution before 
read was passed, and the meeting adjourned for a week, in order to commu- 
nicate with Mr. Lightfoot. Before the next meeting a public meeting was 
held, at which great opposition was expressed to the idea of selling the 
works to Messrs. Eggar and Lightfoot, and support was promised if the 
works were carried on. <A deputation was appointed, and waited on the 
directors, urging them not to accept Mr. Lightfoot’s proposition, and giving 
them a numerously signed declaration, undertaking to take the gas from 
the Consumers Company. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Cripps: On the 10th of October, Mr. Lightfoot 
attended and undertook on his own responsibility to reduce the price of 
gas immediately to 4s. 6d. The majority of the directors felt that in the 
face of such a strong expression of opinion by the consumers of the town 
they could not come to any other decision than to reject the proposal. 
The directors were influenced by the 100 shares being subscribed for. I 
was solicitor of the company, and I may tell you, for the iuformation of 
the committee, that I, with Mr. Trimmer, thought that those terms might 
well be accepted, and I was desirous that these questions should be settled; 
but the consumers themselves, as I found from their expression of opinion 
at public meetings, have been so long dissatisfied with the supply of gas 
in previous years, that they have no confidence in Messrs. Eggar and 
| Lightfoot. 

; By the Commirree: It was both the quantity and the quality of gas 








which were thought deficient; and there was a feeling of dissatisfaction 
also at the way in which the business was conducted. 

By Mr. Cripps: I called a meeting of directors to consider Mr. Light- 
foot's reply, but a quorum was not formed, and I was not instructed to call 
another —— 

Mr. Henry Allen, living in High Street, Aldershot, a chemist, postmaster, 
and member of the Local Board of Health, said there had been various 
complaints of the gas supply up to 1864. There was a meeting in Feb- 
ruary at which he was chairman, and was appointed, with Dr. Barker, to 
attend and give evidence ae Gas and Water Company’s works. The 
green works were considered a great boon to the town. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Jackson: The placard produced was issued to 
call the meeting. Some of the requisitionists who signed it were share- 
holders in the Consumers Company, but not all. The placard stated “ All 
consumers and ivhabitants are particularly desired not to sign any petition 
for or against either of the gas bills now in Parliament, until after the 


question has been fully discussed at the meeting.” He was not aware that | | 


a petition had already been signed and presen He had been chairman 
of the former Consumers Company, and, with Mr. Finnis and Mr. Defries, 
who was a gas engineer, inspected the works. Mr. Defries said he could 
= Eanes taking the works, as money had been spent on them 
‘oolishly. 

Mr. Churchward, keeper of the Wellington Hotel, at Aldershot, said he 
took the hotel in March, 1865, it being then supplied with gas from Messrs. 
Eggar'’s works. It was very bad. In the commercial room oe | could not 
see to read just under the burner. He was charged 6s., but had 6d. off for 
cash. He constantly complained to the collector, and went to the works 
for the same purpose, but no better light was given. 

By the CommitreE: The gas was very inferior. 

By Mr. Hitt: In November last, he had the gas from the Consumers 
Company, which was of a much superior quality. He had the same 
fittings. Hearing that the “green” works were to be handed over to 
Messrs. Eggar, a meeting was called in October, 1865, at which he was 
chairman, when resolutions were passed condemning any such arrange- 
ment, and pledging the persons present to support the Consumers Com- 
pany. ‘The principal householders in Aldershot attended the meeting. 

By the Commirree: We were not satisfied with the quality of Messrs. 
Eegar’s gas, even if the price were reduced. We did not like a monopoly. 

e should not object to a monopoly of consumers. 

By Mr. Hitt: The paper produced was signed by various gas consumers, 
who pledged themselves to take gas from the Consumers Company. The 
quantity they represented was nearly 5 millions of cubic feet. Up to the 
time of the meeting he was not a shareholder, but took shares then in order 
to support them. 

By the Commirree: He did not know of any meetings being held in 
favour of the Gas and Water Company. 

Cross-examined: The consumption stated in that paper was taken from 
former gas bills. There had been previous attempts to start gas companies 
in Aldershot, as he had been told, but he had only resided at Aldershot since 
1861. I think that the Consumers Company would not bea monopoly, and 
that it would afford better gas, because it really is 2 company of consumers. 
I do not know that we could prevent the transfer of shares. The contractor 
had no shares until after we commenced supplying gas. I think the share- 
holders feel too great an interest in the concern to transfer their shares. I 
have not heard of any being offered at a discount. 

Re-examined by Mr. Hit: We can get shares in the Gas and Water Com- 
pany at any price; in fact, for nothing. 

John Dullea, manager of the Government gas-works at Aldershot, said 
he had been in his present position for five years. He gave evidence of the 
bad quality of the gas when he first went to Aldershot; he had tested it, 
and found much sulphur in it. It was not equal to 10-candle gas. Since 
about eighteen months ago the quality had been better. The Consumers 
Gas-Works were well laid out on a small scale, and the gas was good, over 
14-candle power. 

By Mr. Jackson: Had seen North Lane with no gas on, and in other 
places people had to put candles on their counters in order to be able to see. 
Had seen the public lamps almost blocked up with soot, owing to the bad 
state of the gas. 

E. J. Barker, Esq., M.D., medical officer for the Aldershot district, bore 
testimony to the bad quality of the gas supplied by Messrs. Eggar, and said 
that at the “indignation” meeting, as it was called, he took shares in the 
Consumers Company. He had heard many complaints previous to that, 
and thought it a pity the new company should not be started. 

By the Cuarrman: There had been complaints since 1864, although the 
gas had improved. It was now an average quality gas. He should rather 
lean to the opinion that two companies would be an advantage to the town, 
as the Consumers Company was hardly equal to supplying the whole. 

Mr. W. Sowden, of Wellington Street, one of the directors of the Con- 
sumers Company, said he felt from the many complaints made of the gas 
that it was his duty to do all he could to assist in getting up a new com- 
pany; his own goods had been injuriously affected. He was now supplied 
by the Consumers Company, and was quite satisfied with the quality. The 
had produced 753,000 feet of gas in nine weeks, at a prime cost of 2s. 94d. 

r 1000 cubic feet. The capital employed would very little exceed £4000. 
They could afford to supply gas at 4s. 6d. at a good profit. The petition 
produced fairly represented the opinion of a great portion of the house- 
holders. No doubt some improper names crept in, as they generally did 
when a petition lay for spontaneous signature. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Cripps: He believed they were going for £12,000. 

Mr. Cripps: It is £20,000. I suppose that is against your judgment? 

Witness: I only speak of what we have done. We could manufacture 
twice as much gas with the same capital. Had made an affidavit to the 
effect that the company did not intend to lay mains in certain streets, but 
circumstances had since altered. 

Re-examined: The affidavit was made in answer to an injunction sought 
for by Mr. Eggar. 

Mr. Richard Stone, another director, said he could corroborate the former 
evidence. He was quite sure his goods had been damaged by the bad gas 
supplied by Messrs. Eggar and Lightfoot. Would have been willing to take 
the old works at a fair valuation, although he did not think it wise to do 
so after such a strong expression of public feeling as was given at the 
meeting. 

Mr. John Wilson, grocer, of High Street, gave similar evidence. He had 
supported Mr. Eggar's proposition for a water company, but withdrew when 
he found the gas was added. 

R. P. Spice, Esq., gas engineer, of County Chambers, Cornhill, said that 
on the 17th inst. he examined the Consumers Company's works at Alder- 
shot. He found the illuminating power was 14} candles, and the quality 
very satisfactory. The works were well laid out and situated, and capable 
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of producing 10 million cubic feet. per annum. The level was very good. 
They might easily be enlarged to double their present productive power. 
On the same day he tested the gas at Messrs. Eggar’s, and found it 11°99 
candles; he attributed this partly to the practice of shutting off the gas in 
the daytime, which caused a mixture of common air. He did not test the 
purity. At the Consumers Company's works the pressure was 14/10ths, 
which was quite sufficient, and the gas could be produced at 2s. 6d. per 
1000 feet. His opinion was always against uniting gas and water, as gas 
always paid and water very seldom did; and he did not see why gas should 
be taxed to pay for water. Each retort at the Consumers Company's works 
could — 4000 feet per diem, so that if, as Mr. Barlow had stated, 
each of the retorts at the old works produced 3000 feet per diem, the pro- 
ducing power of the new works was about equal to half the old. 
Cross-examined: He went down at the request of the parliamentary 
agent, but did not arrange the day of his visit with the gas company. He 
apprehended there would be no difficulty in arriving at the price of the red 
works, if they were to be purchased. He did not give Messrs. Eggar notice 
of his coming to test the gas at their works. 

Mr. Tollman, the manager of the Consumers Gas-Works, deposed that he 
made no alteration in the works on the day Mr. Spice came down. He 
only knew of his coming the same morning. 


Monpay, Marcu 10. 

The CuarrMan said that before commencing the proceedings he thought 
it right to mention that he had received from one of the parties connected 
with these bills, a pamphlet containing, he presumed—for, of course, he did 
not think it right to examine it—some statement intended to influence the 
judgment of the committee. Such acourse as that was most highly im- 
proper. He had not opened the pamphlet, but he thought it right to say 
that the committee were unanimously of opinion that anything intended 
to be brought before them with a view to influence their judgment in any 
way should be brought forward publicly, so that both parties might be 
made acquainted with it, and an opportunity afforded for cross-examination. 
Mr. Hitt said he quite agreed with every remark that had fallen from 
the noble chairman. Such conduct was highly improper, and he was in- 
structed that none of his clients had been instrumental in such a reprehen- 
sible proceeding. No doubt his learned friend would say the same. 

Mr. Cripps said he concurred with all that had been said, and disclaimed 
“7 knowledge of the matter in question. 

r. Hit said he had pledged himself to give evidence as to the size of 
the mains, but he found he bad not done so; with their lordships permission, 
therefore, he would call a witness on that point. 

Mr. W. Sheldrake, examined by Mr. Hix. 
Iam chairman of the Aldershot Gas Consumers Company, and owner of 
property in the town. I produce the contract made for the construction of 
the works and laying of the mains. The size of the mains is 6-inch for the 
first 400 yards; then 750 yards of 5-inch, and the remainder 4-inch. 
Mr. Hix said there was one point raised by his learned friend as to the 
unhealthiness of their works; he did not know whether he had better 
bring evidence on that point now. 
The Cuareman said, if that point were insisted on they had better have 
the direct evidence first, and any in contradiction would follow. At present 
they only knew that the allegation was in the petition; it might not be in- 
sisted on. 
so Cripps said he did not think his friend would be troubled upon that 
point. 
Mr. Hix then said he had now to address their lordships upon the ques- 
tion of whether the preamble of the Aldershot Gas Consumers Bill should 
be approved, and whether also the bill which his learned friend supported 
on behalf of the Aldershot Gas and Water Company should be approved, or 
whether, as he alleged, the preamble was incapable of proof. When his 
friend had opened his case, no doubt the impression left upon the minds of 
the committee, as it would have been upon his own if he had not had a fur- 
ther acquaintance with the facts of the case, was that his clients hada 
great grievance to complain of with respect to the Consumers Company, 
whereas he appeared for the red works—the old-established works at Alder- 
shot; they (the consumers) had gone maliciously and raised a second com- 
pany in order to depreciate the capital which had been expended in the 
prosecution of the gas supply of Aldershot. The facts of the case, however, 
were widely different. It appeared that in 1858 Mr. Eggar became the 
owner of certain gas-works which some person or other had previously 
established, but the quality and price of the gas supplied were so unsatis- 
factory that in 1859 there was some talk of getting up a rival company. 
Whether it was to be called “The Vanquisher Company” he had not as~ 
certained, nor did it much signify. Matters went on, and in 1860 there cer- 
tainly was an attempt by Mr. Eggar to get a company to take the works off 
his hands, and the capital that these works represented was then about 
£15,000. The result of this attempt was an application to Parliament for a 
bill in 1861. Now the position which, as he contended, Aldershot was then 
in was this. There were a considerable number of complaints about the 
gas supplied by Mr. Eggar, and it was considered necessary that there 


4| Should be a better supply; and although Mr. Eggar would not admit that 


he had any acquaintance with Mr. Defries, or knew anything about him, it 
came out in cross-examination tliat he had come down at his own instance. 
Passing from that he would call their lordships attention to an answer 
given by Mr. Allen, which showed the real state of things when Mr. Defries 
came down. In answer to Mr. Jackson, Mr. Allen said— Myself, Mr. 
Finnis, and Mr. Defries, who is a gas engineer, visited the works, and Mr. 
Defries, the gas engineer, also inspected the works, and said he could not 
recommend us to take them, because the money had been spent upon them 
foolishly.” This showed, at any rate, that these works of Mr. Eggar's were 
not fit for the object they had in view at the time when Mr. Defries came 
down. They now came to 1861, when there was an attempt to get the bill 
through Parliament. At that time, what was the state of feeling at Alder- 
shot with regard to that offer? He would point to the answer of Mr. Eggar 
to Mr. Cripps's question ‘as to whether there was any active opposition at 
that time:—“ Active steps were taken at that time in the place, and 
& great many people got up to oppose the Dill. They felt that there 
was an objection to have an Act of Parliament iv the town; that 
the interests of the inhabitants would be injured thereby; and there 
were several very noisy and I fear, very personal meetings called. 
Ulimately, as soon’as the bill failed, of course the matter ended, and thus 
ended the opposition which was then got up.” Now there must have been 
areal practical grievance, or the people would not have gone to the ex- 
pense of opposing a bill in Parliament, and this showed that the gas-works 
were not doing their duty. He would pass by 1862, during which time, as 
was alleged, continual complaints were made, and come to 1863, when Mr. 
Lightfoot joined. Then they found there was a certain sum of money 











brought into the works, amounting to £6000, and then the whole capital 


| on, the people continually grumbling, until the last feather was placed on 


| of those instances which showed the bad effect of gas-work’ being in 


| the debt? He contended that Mr. Trimmer was quite right in his opinion 


therein invested was something like £12,000 or £14,000. So matters went 


which broke the camel’s back, by the arbitrary rule which placed Mr. 
Trimmer in opposition. Were there complaints? His learned friends said, | 
“Few, ifany.” Mr. Allden said there was only one to the board, and Mr. | 
Rowley said he received none officially; and it was put still more strongly 
by Mr. Oliver, as simply grumbling when they had to pay. His friend, Mr. 
Jackson, put it down as the usual growl of the B,itish ratepayer, but he 
thought the British or any other ratepayer would naturally and reasonably 
growl at having to pay a high price for a bad commodity. Then they 
came to the arbitrary rule complained of by Mr. Trimmer, that the gas 
was to be cut off when a tenant was in arrear, and this was eminently one 





private hands and not under the provisions of an Act of Parliament. Here | 
were these gentlemen managing the gas-works letting a tenant run up a 
is there, and making him pay, letting the tenant go away, and then | 
saddling the house with the debt which they had allowed the tenant to | 





} 


long score, and then, instead of stopping the supply of gas while the tenant |; 


incur. What inconvenience would arise if such a practice were allowed to | | 


be adopted generally; for instance, in the case of a large manufactory 
whose gas bill might be £100 a year, if they were let to go on for a year | 
and a half, and then become bankrupt, was the landlord to be saddled with | 





that this was a most arbitrary and most improper rule, and in drawing | 
attention to the desirability of putting the matter in the hands of the, 
consumers themselves. Well, then his learned friend, Mr. Cripps, said he | 


| did not cross-examine his witnesses as to the feeling of the town, because | 











he could call one half the town, and they could call the other; but it was a | 
singular fact that whilst he (Mr. Hiil) had called, ad nauseam, persons | 
resident in the town, his friend had not called one single resident, 
except the collector to Mr. Eggar’s gas-works. The evidence was all 
on one side—all Aldershot on one side—and his friend could only | 
call the collector to his own works on the other. Then coming to the 
evidence which he offered as to these complaints, he would first draw 
attention to that given by Mr. Eve. He said that he, with Mr. 
Trimmer, thought the terms offered by Mr. Lightfoot might well be 
accepted, but the consumers themselves had been so long dissatisfied that 
they had no longer any confidence in Messrs. Eggar and Lightfoot. Again, 
he said, the dissatisfaction arose from both the price and quality, and ex- 
tended to something beyond. He would draw attention to this point, that | 
this being a private company, nobody had the power of going before the 
justices and compelling a test being made of the quality of the gas in the 
same way as if they were carried on under an Act of Parliament. Mr. 
Allen said there were complaints both as to quantity and quality, and Mr. 
Churchward said he was obliged to burn other lights in his own house, and | 
it was the opinion of the whole town that the quality was inferior. So} 
they came to the time when the meeting was held, and Mr. Allen said it 
was a numerous one for Aldershot. The persons attending were prinel- | 
pally householders, and that he, as chairman, expressed his own sentiments |; 
and those of the meeting. Then, again, the military gas manager gave his | 
opinion that the red works did not supply 10-candle gas. Dr. Barker, | 
when it was suggested to him that he had been carried away by the; 
“indignation” meeting, said he felt sorry that the new company should} 
not be carried on, as he had made several complaints to the parties em- | 
ployed at the gas works, and they had been unattended to; he was there-| 
fore glad to find there was a prospect of a better supply. Again, Mr.} 
Sowden said the gas was so bad that his goods were spoiled. He now came | 
to what he considered the great feature in the case, the list of those gentle- 
men who stated what quantity of gas they would take; many of these 
would also be found in the list of shareholders, and they pledged themselves 
to take a quantity of gas amounting to something like five millions of cubic 
feet a year; and these did not include any one living in those streets which | 
the company had not yet entered, but where they would be happy to go if} 
the preamble of the bill were passed. This was eminently a matter in} 
which the feeling of the people of a town was displayed. Now, none of his | 
friends clients had dared to call a public meeting, and they were in this | 
position: they had no expression of feeling in their favour—no meeting— | 
no shares taken, and no petition in favour of their bill. They had no shares | 
taken, but the list of his clients subscribers showed how they were omp-| 
ported in the town. It appeared that within a fortnight after that meeting | 
in October, 400 shares were taken, the whole number being limited to} 








1000. They obtained permission from the local board to open tlie streets, | | 


advertised for land and for contracts, and set to work in the mouth of May | 


following. Mr. Cripps drew attention to what he called some difficulty | | 


upon the Standing Orders, and said they were not really in a position to be 
here to-day. Now, the facts were simply these, when a company of this | 
kind was incorporated, they were obliged by the Standing Orders to deposit | 
their Articles of Association and certain other papers, all signed by the | 
person who attested them, and the paper in which they were placed must ; 
also be signed in the same way. Now the only difficulty was this: their 
papers were properly signed in print, and the —_ in which they were | 
enclosed was signed, but the agent's name did not happen to be signed upon | 
the Articles of Association. He did not think, therefore, their lordships 
would consider that this point would be likely to stand much in their way. 
The CHairMAN said the committee had nothing to do with this matter. 
Mr. Hixu said his learned friend had stated that this matter ought to) 
have been arranged. He need hardly delay them long upon that point; 
but he would just draw attention to what took place in January, 1860, 
when the letter was sent by Mr. Eve, and the answer received. He cer- | 
tainly thought that answer was sufficient to account for their not proceed- | 
ing any further. If he had written to a gentleman asking if he were dis- |! 
posed to sell a horse, and received an answer couched in precisely the same |" 
terms, he should certainly not send his groom to look at the animal. Here 
were these <lirectors, some of the most wealthy men in Aldershot, and one 
of whom, Mr. Trimmer, was a much larger landowner than Mr. Eggar, 
treated in this off-hand manner; and he did not at all wonder, to continue 
his equine illustration, that they got their back up alittle. Next he came 
to June, 1865, when the suggestions were made to them, and he would 
endeavour to show that nothing which then occurred could or ought to 
have prevented them going on as they were at present. The suggestions 
were—that all opposition on the part of the Consumers Company be with- 
drawn; that the Aldershot Gas Consumers Company be wound up, and the! 
capital already subscribed transferred to the Gas and Water Company; | 
and the Gas and Water Company pay all expenses already incurred by the} 
Consumers Company and the expenses of winding-up, such expenses to} 
comprise only the cost of registration of and winding-up of the company, 
and the taxed costs of their solicitor and secretary. Here was a successful 
company, with their shares taken, and a position made, and the other | 
come and say, “ We do not tell you for a moment that we can pay a divi- 
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dend, but you shall have 12-candle gas at 5s., and you may get rid of your 
directors and liabilities any way you possibly can.” That was the propo- 
sition in plain terms, and the directors found it impossible to go contrary 
to the feeling of the whole town and hand over their works to Messrs. 
Eggar. He would not go through any further details of what took place ; 
there seemed some little mistake whether Mr. Trimmer saw Mr. Lightfoot 
at a public or a private meeting, but it was one of those matters in which 
he might easily be mistaken, only going to Aldershot occasionally to look 
after his tenants, and See, as far as he could, that justice was done them. 
At any rate, some of the directors appeared inclined to accept the sugges- 
tions offered, if they could get rid of their liability to the contractor; but 
whether they would or not the public would not have anything to do with 
it, and so the thing fell through. Now as to the relative convenience of 
position of these new works; he would not touch upon the sanitary 
question further than to say, that if any evidence were brought for- 
ward to support the allegation on that ground made in the petition, 
he was prepared with most conclusive evidence to rebut it. It was 
said, however, that the red works were in rather a better position as 
far as level went, and the difference was put at about 30 feet. He was 
instructed that this was an error, and that the difference was not 
really more than from 6 to 10 feet; but, at any rate, in answer to 
to their lordships, Mr. Rowley had stated that both the works were 
very favourably situated with regard to level. Mr. Barlow, also, said that 
the red works were a little lower, but there was no material difference in 
that respect. He next came to the evidence of Mr. Spice, who stated that 
any supposed superiority by reason of the level was counterbalanced by the 
green works being three-quarters of a mile nearer the town. At present 
they had to cart their coal a little farther than the other, but a new station 
was being made, which would overcome that difficulty. Then, again, he 
stated that the productive power of the works might easily be doubled 
without increasing their size. Now, Mr. Lightfoot had put the year’s con- 
sumption at 9} millions, and their works in their present state would produce 
10 million. So that with only a capital of £4000, all called up, they were able 
to supply the whole town at a prime cost of 2s. 5}d., whilst the red works, 
according to their own evidence, could not make gas cheaper than 3s. 5d., 
and had to pay interest upon £12,000. The last point he had to call atten- 
tion to was the reception given to these works in Aldershot. It appeared 
that the number of houses supplied with gas before these new works opened 
was 200, and that number was reduced, in November, to 130 immediately. 
That spoke volumes in favour of the green works. Where there were the 
difficulties to be overcome of altering fittings, and all the nuisance that 
attended a change of this kind, and so many persons made the change, it 
showed some good reason for so doing; and they must also remember that 
they could not carry their mains into all the streets, so that it appeared 
that all, or nearly all, who could be supplied by the green works at once 
took their supply from that source. That being so, and this being the last 
fact to which he wished to call attention, the question was, whether some 
of these streets being the property of Mr. Eggar (for though they had come 
generally under the control of the Board of Health, he still claimed a right 
in the soil), they, the Consumers Company were to be empowered, as they 
could only be by Act of Parliament, to carry their mains into these streets, 
so that the whole of Aldershot might enjoy the benefit of their gas-works. 
He did not believe their lordships would wish the Consumers Company to 
be prevented from carrying on their works asthey had done hitherto. They 
could only hand them over to Messrs. Eggar upon certain terms; and if they 
obtained this bill they would obtain much better terms than without it, and 
without the powers which it would confer upon them. 

The Cuarrman: Dol understand that tliere is a disposition to hand over 
your works? 

Mr. Hit: No, my lord; not for one moment. I am only putting that 
rather as Mr. Cripps has put it. There is no disposition to doso. The 
learned counsel then referred to the answer given by Mr. Churchward and 
Mr. Sowdon, to the effect that they had had applications from the inhabi- 
tants of Union Street to supply them with gas, but could not go there, be- 
cause Mr. Eggar claimed the soil as his private property, and that “it was 
the consumers who required an Act of Parliament, not the landlords, who 
could go where they liked without assistance;” and said that on one side 
they had a declaration signed by nine gentlemen, of whom only one was a 
gas consumer and resident in the town; and, on the other, a declaration 
signed on behalf of the shareholders by 80 of the principal consumers in 
Aldershot. ‘This, he thought, gave the whole history shortly of the position 
in which these two parties stood to each other, and he humbly submitted 
to their lordships, on behalf of these consumers, who had been forced into 
what they were doing by the bad and dear gas, and the bad management 
which had taken place in the conduct of Messrs. Eggar's works, that that 
was simply a bad and non-paying concern, and that Messrs. Eggar and 
Lightfoot were now doing what a great many other persons with bad con- 
cerns had done—in the slang phrase of the day, turning it intoa “limited.” As 
against that they had the gas consumers themselves, who would only be 
able to procure a proper supply of good gas by their lordships conferring 
upon them, as he felt confident they would, those powers which they truly 
declared in the words of the preamble to be “a great local and public 
necessity.” 

Mr. Cripps, QC., then rose to reply. He said tlis case was now, as far 
as the evidence went, ripe for their lordships consideration. He only had 
a few remarks to make, rather in the way of summing up the evidence than 
anything else. He had listened to his learned friend’s speech with some 
considerable doubt, and it really seemed to him that evidence had been 
given and a speech made upon some totally different. proposition from that 
tangibly put forward in the bill. He found, upon lodking, that the bill was 
to “incorporate certain parties called the Aldershot Gas Consumers Com- 
pany. to confer upon them further powers for the supply of gas in the 
parishes of Aldershot, Farnham, and Cove, and for other purposes.” As to 
any other parish but that of Aldershot, there was not a particle of evi- 
dence brought forward to show that they were to be supplied by this com- 
pany; as to Farnham and Cove, the one was five and the other four miles 
off. Some one said “no,” but, at any rate, they were both four miles, and 
they had not had a single tittle of evidence to show whether or not they 
were supplied with gas at the present time, or whether there was the 
smallest necessity for any gas there. Then, again, he found that this 
company proposed in their bill to raise a capital of no less than £20,000, 
whilst in the evidence there was not the slightest possible intimation that 
any capital would be required over and above the sum of £4000, which 
one witness said would be amply sufficient, and it was upon the basis of 
that capital that his calculation for the profitable supply of gas was made. 
Then again, in the bill, the maximum price was set down at 7s. It was 
never said that this was a mistake; but it was a mistake which had not 
been corrected until the very last moment, although the bill had been 
revised and amended, and no explanation whatever had been given of how 











this mistake happened. Again, this bill, whatever it was, had not yet 
passed the Standing Orders. He mentioned these matters to show that 
whatever might be the object in putting it forward, whether to defeat the 
gas and water bill or not, a more crude, undigested application, or one more 
utterly unsupported by evidence, never came before Parliament. It pur- 
ported to be a bill for raising £20,000 of capital, and for supplying gas to 
three places at a maximum price of 7s.; and now it turned out to be a 
company with only £4000 capital, for supplying ‘only a part of the town 
of Aldershot, and with a maximum price of 4s. 6d. The bill, there- 
fore, had nothing to do with the proposition that was really before them, 
and could not have been brought in with an intention of being carried; 
and he should deal with it as being merely put forward to give the pro- 
moters a locus standi against the gas and water company. It was a com- 
plete sham, not a properly digested proposition that their lordships were 
asked to sanction; and he asked the committee whether there was really 
anything which would entitle this company of six months standing, he 
would not say to an Act of Incorporation, but seriously to oppose the incor- 
poration of the old company. He did not for one moment contemplate 
the possibility of their lordships incorporating two gas companies in a town 
like Aldershot. Of course he might be wrong, and could not tell what 
might be in the minds of the committee; but after some experience of these 
matters, and knowing what had taken place in the metropolis, he thought it 
would be only wasting time if he were to address them upon what appeared 
to be quite out of the case; he would therefore come to the question, whether 
the company for whom he appeared should be incorporated or not. He}! 
would first briefly call attention to the history of the old company, so as to 
see if there were anything in their inception which would lead their lord- 
ships to deny them this privilege, or whether there were anything on the 
other side which would lead them to grant it. It was at quite a recent 
date, 1856, when the camp was established, and at that time Aldershot was 
simply an agricultural village, with a population of 500, and a place that 
nobody would dream of supplying with gas. It was a bold speculation on 
the part of those who in the following year, when still uncertain whether 
the encampment would be continued or not, embarked their money in an 
enterprise which, if the camp were moved the next year, would have proved 
a dead loss. Their lordships would remember that the camp was transferred 








from Chobham in 1855; the gas-works were first started in 1857, and came |} 


into Mr. Eggar’s possession in 1859. That it was not a very fortunate 
speculation, was evident from the fact that the mortgagee was in possession 
just previous to the concern coming into Mr. Eggar’s hands. Nor, when a | 
matter of this kind was started, could it be expected to be remunerative at | 
first, but the profit must be looked for in future. Mr. Eggar did not look 

at it as amatter from which he was to get the most he could, making 

shift with the stock he found there, but at once set to work, and, although 
the speculation was still a very uncertain one, expended £6000 in enlarg- | 
ing the mains and improving the works of the company. Having done} 
that, instead of looking only to his own individual advantage, he desired | 
to associate with himself as many of his neighbours as possible, and in 1859 

he proposed to throw it open to a company formed within the town. 
Steps were accordingly taken, the Articles of Association signed, and a | 
memorandum made; some parties subscribed, and the matter went on to| 
a certain point, but in 1860 it became evident that the thing could not go) 
on, only £400 being subscribed. Mr. Eggar then acted most liberally; he | 
returned the deposits in full to the parties who had made them, and paid all |! 
the expenses out of his ewn pocket. His conduct then showed what his 

object was; he did not insist upon the amount subscribed being appro- 

priated to the payment of the expenses incurred, but was still desirous if 

possible to form acompany. It appeared, however, that as long as there 

was any risk the parties would no nothing, but as soon as it became pro- 

fitable they were anxious to form a company. Nobody, therefore, seemed | 
desirous to join Mr. Eggar until 1863, when Mr. Lightfoot came in. Now, 

at that time, the party who had hitherto discharged the duties of manager 

was discharged. He did not, of course, desire to go into the matter in any 

way, and he was much obliged to the other side for not calling that gentle- | 
man, as nothing ought to be said one way or another about what was 

probably a personal matter. This, however, he might say, that simul- | 
taneously almost with the discharge of the manager a new company was} 
formed for the first time in Aldershot. Now, he asked, had there been any | 
real complaint worth speaking of, to justify the formation of a new com- 

pany. ‘lo say that any company could carry ona business of this sort 

without receiving complaints from time to time was absurd; and he was || 
sure one of the noble lords he was addressing, who had been chairman to a | | 
great company, would bear him out, that to receive complaints with equa- || 
nimity was always part of a chairman's business. Complaints, well founded | | 
or not, always had more or less to be dealt with. But when they came to| 
examine the matter, it appeared these complaints must have been of singu- | 
larly little importance, or the Board of Health would have heard of them. | 
The chairman of that body, however, said that no such complaints were | 
made, and another witness said he remembered nothing of the kind, and if} 
there had been it would have been entered on the minutes. Mr. Trimmer’s 

evidence, however, was the most conclusive, for he said the complaint was | 
of the arbitrary rules which the proprietor had laid down. A fact like that) 
spoke volumes. Mr. Trimmer was probably not aware that the proprietor 

was only doing what every gas company was allowed to do by the Gas'!| 
Clauses Act, and without which no company could for any length of time 

carry on business. A gas company had not the power of ascertaining the | 
character of a tenant, whom nevertheless they weie bound to supply, and | 
consequently could only look to the house. This was not only the law, | 
but it was the only way in which gas companies could protect p Bad meal 
They had only to refer to the Gas Clauses Act, to see that if the amount 

due was under £20, the only remedy the company had was to cut off the i| 
gas. He was quite aware that when the Metropolis Gas Act was before 
Parliament attention was drawn to this clause, and an alteration was made 
to meet the special case of the metropolis; but in all other towns the law 
was just as Mr. Eggar had exercised it, and as Mr. Trimmer had complained 
of. This was the only specific complaint, and he would ask their lordships, 
the old company being in operation, whether there was any excuse for the 
formation of a new one. Was there any real excuse in a town of 6000 in- 
habitants for forming two capitals for such a purpose? Surely their lord- 
ships would think a very heavy onus probandi lay on the parties origi- 
nating a scheme under such circumstances. That onus probandi was 
entirely unsatisfied by anything they had had produced in evidence. In 
point of fact, that company was formed not for supplying gas from 
separate works, but for acquiring those of the old company, as was shown 
by the evidence; and it was very satisfactory to turn from the bad memory 
of the witnesses to the evidence which they had in writing. There 
was the letter inquiring as to the purchase of the old company’s 
works, and in less than a week they had Messrs. Eggar and Lightfoot’s 
reply, a reply which he could not but think was as proper, business like, 
































“ar 














| 


April 17, 1866.] 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, 269 








and courteous as could be expected. The inquiry came from a young 
company, with only a few shares allotted, and upon those only €1 
each paid up; and Messrs. Eggar said that with such purchasers it 
could only a cash transaction. Could anything be more rea- 
sonable? It was as if they said, “We caunot take shares in 
your company; we cannot be paid for our gas works by shares in 
a company now in course of formation, and of which we know nothing; 
if we sell we must be paid in money.” And then followed what was of im- 

rtance now—a warning to the new company, if they had not spent any 
money at that time not to do so, because the old works would at the expira- 
tion of a certain time be turned into a company, in which the townspeople 
would be invited to take shares; in other words—“ You ask us to sell our 
works; if = have not incurred any expenses, do not do so; we do not want 
a monopoly, or to keep the inhabitants of Aldershot from being concerned 
in supplying their own gas, for we intend inviting them all to become share- 
holders if they please.” Now, after that, was there any justification for the 
new per os to any further expense—at any rate before they knew 
the result of Messrs. Eggar’s application to Parliament? He apprehended 
not, and that they had wilfully placed themselves in a position in which if 
they lost money they would have no ground of complaint. One of the commit- 


and it appeared that Mr. Lightfoot had made several suggestions to the new 
company than which nothing could be fairer. He need hardly read them 
again, but in point of fact the result was that an answer was to be sent to 

essrs. Eggar and Lightfoot’s communication of July 4th; but at one direc- 
tors meeting, which was called to consider the matter, a quorum was not 


there was no disposition to accept the terms. So it went on, Mr. Lightfoot 
still being anxious to arrange matters, until October 3rd, when the next 
proposition was made; and it really was astonishing to find persons memo- 
ries were so treacherous as it appeared in thiscase they were. By Mr. Eve’s 
evidence, Mr. Trimmer was in the chair at a meeting of directors, and com- 
municated the result of a conversation he had had with Mr. Lightfoot, and 
that gentleman’s desire to see the directors. Again, Mr. Eve said, “I, with 
Mr. Trimmer, thought that the terms might well be accepted,” &c., but Mr. 
Trimmer in his own evidence denied any recollection of all this. He cer- 
tainly thought Messrs. Eggar had the most impracticable man in all Alder- 
shot to deal with iu Trimmer, and he could not help saying that this was 
not a great public question so much as a privite and personal one between 
parties residing in the town. Mr. Trimmer said he was quite sure he was 
not present at the directors meeting when Mr. Lightfoot attended, and yet 
his own name as chairman was signed to the minutes. He did not think 
there was much hope of coming to terms with a gentleman like that. 
He did not wish to say anything at all strong, and would there- 
fore pass on to the next week, when Mr. Lightfoot again attended 
and offered still better terms, viz, an immediate reduction to 4s. 6d. 
instead of 5s. for two years, and 4s. 6d. afterwards. That was the position 
of affairs when the two companies came before them, and he could only 
say, what necessity was there for the second? Some of the witnesses said 
it would tend to break up a monopoly; but, if he might say so with due 
respect, it was the business of Parliament to show more wisdom and more 
knowledge of the principles of political economy than was displayed by 
small tradesmen. There might be a monopoly even wliere there were two 
companies; but in such a case as this,in some way or other, before long, 
the two would inevitably be amalgamated. Half the companies in the 
metropolis had been started as consumers companies; but however that 
might be, they were all conducted on the same commercial principle, that 
of paying the best possible dividend on the shares, which, of course, were 
all transterable, so that in a very short time one was no more a consumers 
company than another. He contended that there was nothing in the way 
in which this company came before Parliament to justify their lordships in 
granting them an Act of Incorporation, which would have no effect whatever 
except to interfere with his clients, and to create differences in the town. 
He need scarcely allude to the fact, that they were also the parties sup- 
plying water; this was a matter of policy, but it must be obvious that in a 
emall town a great deal of expense would be saved by the two afiairs being 
conducted by one company. He would not detain their lordships ‘further. 
There was nothing on their part which ought to prevent them having an 
Act of Incorporation; they had gone on fairly, desiring to conciliate all 
parties, and there was nothing in their inception or in the conduct of their 
business to prevent them having the benefit which they sought of an Act 
of Incorporation. 

The CHAIRMAN said the committee were prepared to pass the Gas and 
Water Company’s bill, but they would require a clause to be inserted, binding 
them within a reasonable time to make their opponents an offer, based 
generally upon the terms submitted by Mr. Lightfoot. The committee did 
not consider the preamble of the other bill proved. 

Mr. JACKSON said he would submit a clause to the committee on the 
following morning. 


Turspay, Marcu 11. 

Mr. Jackson said he had understood the committee that they would pass 
the preamble of their bill subject to an obligation to insert a clause for 
carrying out the arrangement offered by Mr. Lightfoot to the directors of 
the Consumers Company. He wished to say that his clients placed them- 
selves unreservedly in the hands of the committee, but it appeared in working 
out the clauses that there was room for more than one view as to what 
the offer really was. He should therefore like, before drawing up the 
clause, to know what was the view of the committee. 

The CuarrMaN said they intended that the clause should be founded on 
the basis of the statements given in evidence. 

Mr. JAcKSON said there were one or two questions of detail. Mr. Light- 
foot’s offer was that the price of gas should be ds. for two years, and atter- 
wards be reduced to 4s. 6d,, and that the purchase-money should be paid 
in preference shares, bearing interest at 5 per cent.; but this offer was made 
at atime when the expenses incurred by the Consumers Company were 
much less than at presest, and when the whole of their mains would have 
been available for purposes of water supply. They might, therefore, either 
create such an amount of preference 5 per cent. stock as when allotted 
amongst the shareholders of the Consumers Company would give thei 
pound for pound with their present holdings, taking over in exchange their 
works and liabilities—for he apprehended that Parliament would not legis- 
late in any way which would prevent the liabilities of the Consumers Com- 
pany ultimately falling upon the gas and water works—or, again, the sum 
of £4300 having been named as the extreme value of the works, &c., to be 
handed over by the Consumers Company, the Gas and Water Company 
might discharge all the debts of the other company, and hand over the 
balance of the £4300 to be divided amongst their shareholders. He sub- 
mitted that in the former case they would be acting in equity, considering 








tee had naturally asked if any application had been made by his clients | 


formed, and the secretary had no directions to call another; in point of fact, | 








the circumstances he had already mentioned, in continuing the price of gasat 
5s. even after the expiration of the two years. There was a third way in 
which the case might be met, if the committee were of opinion that the 
price ought to be reduced in two years to 4s. 6, viz., to leave to arbi- 
tration the amount of preference stock which should be created for 
allotment amongst the shareholders, after paying off the whole of their 
liabilities. 

The Crarrman suggested that these different propositions should be put 
upon puper. 

Mr. JAcKson submitted them as follows:—Ist. That the price remain at 
5s., the Gas and Water Company creating and allotting 5 per cent. preler- 
ence stock pound for pound with the consumers holdings, and paying all 
their liabilities. 2. That the price being reduced as proposed to 4s. 6d. 
after two years, the Gas and Water Company should create an amount of 6 
per cent. preference stock, to be determined by arbitration, as the value of 
the works, plant, &c.,of the Consumers Company, aud to pay all their debts. 
3. The Gas and Water Company to pay the Consumers Company a fixed sum, 
say £4300, or any sum not exceeding that, paying first all the debts of the 
company, and handing over the balance to the directors for equitable dis- 
tribution amongst the shareholders. Lither of the three to be accepted or 
rejected within, say two months. 

Mr. Hux1 said, with regard to the third proposition, he did not see why 
their debts should be paid by the other company. Why not kand them 
over the £4300, and let them pay their own debts? To leave purties who 
had no acquaintance with their creditors to discharge their liabilities seemed 
to him a very extraordinary mode of procedure. Why not let them pay 
his clients the money within a reasonable time—say, April the Ist; or, if 
their lordships thought that was too early, put the date a little further off. 
His clients were tradesmen who had got up this company, and promoted 
this bill from nocontentious feeling against Messrs. Eggar, bus simply for their 
own convenience and benefit; and he asked that some clause might be in- 
eerted yiving them the powers of the Act if the purchase-money were not 
paid within the specified time. 

Mr. Jackson said it made no difference to him who paid the debts, but 
he felt certain that Parliament would not sanction the passing of a bill 
unless proper provision were made for the iuteresis of third parties. The 
necessary result almost of this bill would be that the Consumers Cuinpany 
would be legislated out of existence, and he apprehended Parliament would 
require the Gas and Water Company to take over their liabilities. Suppose, 
for instance, that this £4300 were not sufficient to discharge all the debts, 
then some parties would be legislated ou: of their rights. He could not 
see why tlie objection should be raised; of course the time for fulfilling 
the terms of the clause would be within a specified time after the passing 
of the Act. 

Mr. Hiru said the Act could not dissclve the Consumers Company 
which was in existence. 

The room having been cleared, 

The Ci1arrkMAN said, when the parties were readmitted, the committee 
were of opinion that the clause should be on the basis of the secoud piope- 
sition made by Mr. Jackson. That the price of gas should remain at és. 
for two years, and then be reduced to 4s. Gd ; that the Gas and Water Com- 
pany should pay all the liabilities of the Consumers Company within two 
months after the passing of the Act, any difference to be settled by arbitration, 
and further, that they shall create such an amount of 5 per cent. prelereuce 
stock as shall be found by valuation to be the value of the cousumers 
works and plant. 

Mr. Jackson said he accepted a clause of that nature, and would submit 
one for approval later in the day. 








The final decision was afterwards postponed to Wednesday moruing, | 
when a clause substantially the same as that above given was agreed to, 


and the committee then declared the preamble proved. 


Several verbal alterations were made in various clauses of this bill, and |) 
a clause was also introduced providing that the holders of the 5 per cent. || 


preference stock should not be entitled to vote. 


Mr. Jackson, on behalf of the promoters, said that as Lord Redesdale was 
rather in favour of imposing a h‘gh rate of illuminating power, they wished || 
to be able to state to him that the committee were satisfied with an ijlnini- 
nating power of 12 candles, considering the low price at which it was to be 


supplicd. He understood that the promoters would rather supply 14-candle | | 


gas at 5s. than 12 at 4s. 6d. 


The CuarrMan said the committee would not impose a higher rate than f 


12 candles, but all the promoters would be justified in saying before 


Lord Redesdale would be that the point had beeu brought under the notice 
of the committee. 

Mr. Jackson said that was all they required. 

On clause 50, which proposed to exempt the company from the obligation 
to keep a constant pressure of water on, 

Mr. Hawksley was culled. and examined by Mr. Jackson. He said there 
were two reasons why this clause should stand part of the bill, one from 
the particular conformation of the district, and the other because such a 
construction was put upon that clause formerly inserted by the law courts, 
that fire insurance companies could bring an action against the water com- 
pany if an insured person's premises were destroyed, unless the water com- 
pany could prove there had been an ample supply of water. 

By the CHairnMAN: The only security the putlic have is that it would 
injure the company not to have a constant supply. Any individca! who 
might for any reason be obnoxious to the company could not be deprived 
of his supply, because he would derive it from the same commou pipe as his 
neighbours. This clause has been inserted in about four-fifths of the gas 
Acts passed within the last three years. I may mention that in one case 
where a water company liad to shut off the water in order to do certain 
repairs,a fire broke out; and because a supply could not be immediately ob- 
tained they had to pay £4500 for damages. A short time ago also a very 
destructive fire occurred in Liverpool, inflicting a loss of £132,000 upon 
some of the insurance companies; and I have been informed by a leading 
counsel on the northern circuit that the insurance companies were taking 
advice as to their power of bringing an action against the corporation ol 
Liverpool to recover that sum, on accountjof the water supply not beiug on 
when, as they alleged, it ought to have been. 

The CurarrMaN said it was quite clear why the water company wished 
the clause mserted, but it was not so clear whether it would be in the in- 
terests of the public. 

Mr. Hawksley said that if the water companies were assurers, it would 
be all fair and right, but they were not; they only had to supply water for 
public purposes, an obligation which was put upon them, and from which 
they received no benefit at all; it was very hard in addition to be subject 
to these actions. He did not think the public would suffer any inconveni- 
ence from this clause, and added, that although he was the introducer of 
the system of constaut supply, which was now very general all over the 
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kingdom, he had been compelled with regret to recommend many companies 
to introduce a clause of this nature. : 2 
Some conversation also took place on clause 54, which, as originally 


supply of domestic purposes. As far as regarded schools, the promoters 
were willing to give up the clause, but desired to continue it with reference 
to hotels, which were to be supplied by agreement. 

Mr. Hawksley being examined on this point, said that clause might as 
well be left out, as an hotel-keeper was a trader, and did not use the water 
for domestic purposes; he would therefore be be supplied by agreement, if 
the company thought best. He believed the point had been so decided, 
although he could not refer to the case. 

Mr. Jackson said that if that were so the clause might as well stay in as 





not. 
The bill, as amended, was then ordered to be reported. 


SOUTHGATE AND COLNEY HATCH GAS BILL. 
Monpay, Marcu 12. 

Mr. Potnock appeared for the promoters, and Serjeant Trvpat ATKIN- 
son and Mr. ATKINSON, jun., for some inhabitants of the neighbourhood 
| who had petitioned against the bill. 

Mr. Po.xock said he was happy to inform the committee that the parties 
for whom his learned friend appeared had withdrawn their petition. 
| Sejreant ATKINSON said some clauses that were to protect the public had 
| been drawn up by the other side, and that being so, the opposition was 
withdrawn. 
| Mr. Potrock said the Southgate and Colney Hatch Gaslight and Coke 
| Company were registered in Nov., 1858, with a capital of £2500 ; since then it 
| had been increased from time to time as the business required, until it was now 
| £15,000; whilst as _ supplied an outlying and sparsely populated dis- 
| trict, they had never realized a greater dividend than 6 per cent. The bill 
j now before their lordships was a bill to dissolve and reincorporate the old 
; company, to give them power to acquire further capital and to enlarge their 
| district. Perhaps the only point he need dwell on, especially as the petition 







| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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| against them had been withdrawn, was that of price. As their lordships were | 


aware, 4s. 6d. had been fixed on as a fair and uniform price for the supply 
of gas in London, and they were also probably aware that in some districts 
Within a certain radius a higher price was allowed to be charged. Now this 
particular district was not very densely populated, although no doubt it was 
increasing. 
The Citarmman: You take ds., I think > 

|. Mr. Portocx said that price was mentioned in the bill, but they could 
j hardly seck to maintain it before their lordships. He should call before 
| them Mr. Church, who had been for some time engineer of the works, and 


a would be able to tell them the character of the district. 





Mr, Jabez Church, examined by Mr. Poitock. 
| ITamacivil engineer, and have been in business for twenty years, and 
j have had my attention particularly drawn to gas and water matters. In 
| 1563 I was engaged as consulting engineer to this company, and arranged 
with the surrounding companies what should be the limit of their respective 
districts. ‘The area of this company is about six square miles. The price 


hitherto has been 6s., and dividends have been as follows:—In the first year, | 


1860, 23 per cent.; in 1861, 2 per cent ; in 1862, 5 per cent.; in 1863, 5 per 
jcent.; in 1864, 4} per cent. ; and in 1865, 6 per cent. 


| By the Cuarrman: The capital has varied from £2500 to £15,000. The | 


| mean dividend is 4 per cent. 

| By Mr. PoLtock : Our new area will include a radius of four miles each 
| way from the works. 
|neighbourhood; we have always in consequence made very good quality 
|gas. We have a 7-inch main to Finchley, laid two years ago, being 1} mile, 
land up to the present time the profit from that main has been prospective 
only; there is a mile and a half without any service-pipe. We had an oppo- 
sition from the inhabitants of East Barnet, but that has been withdrawn on 






jour reducing our minimum price from 6s. to 5s. The greater number of 
| shareholders are resident in the neighbourhood and consumers of gas. The 


| present amount of each share is £40, but we propose by the bill to convert 
them into £10 shares. Ours is a very large district; we have 13 miles of 
mains now laid, and the amount of rental upon each mile is under £120. 
The ordinary average per mile is from £700 to £800 in small towns such as 
Brentwood, Chelmstord, or Colchester, whilst in London it is from £1200 to 
£1600 per mile. 
4s, 6d. per 1000 feet. 








: We propose to double our district, and shall have to 
ich are now producing nearly their maximum, One 
y, the East Barnet, charge 7s. ; and so do the North Mid- 
ham, which is a much more densely populated district, 





3. 
1e CHAIRMAN: What do you say to 5s. for some time, and 4s. 6d. 
wards ? 





Vitness : It would be a long time before the district filled up so as to pay 
at 4s, ¢ 











| thinly seattered over a wide area the gas could not be produced or supplied 
| $0 ¢ heaply as where the lights were of more frequent occurrence. 
| Serjeant ATKINSON said he appeared for certain inhabitants who had peti- 
| tioned against what they feared would be a nuisance, and who also objected 
|to the price named in the bill; but, after watching the bill very narrowly, 
they were convinced it would be for the advantage of the district, and there- 
| fore withdrew their opposition upon terms which had been arranged. 
| Mr. Pottock said the chairman of the company was in attendance, but 
| he cid not propose to examine him unless the committee desired it. 
| ‘the CrArMAN suid there did not appear any necessity for calling further 
| evidence. 
Mr. Potieck said that as they had not yet been before Lord Redesdale, 
it would be more convenient to take the clauses on the following day. 
The committee acceding to this proposal, the preamble was declared 
proved; and on the morrow, after a few trifling emendations in the clauses, 
| the bill was ordered to be reported. 


Monpay, Marcu 12, 
Mr. Portock appeared for the promoters, and Mr. Lirrier for Mr. 
Welch, an adjoining landowner, who petitioned against it. 
Mr. Potnock said this was a bill for the extension of the Hornsey Gas 
\‘ ompany, and the facts were very similar in character to those in the last 


| 
| TWORNSEY GAS BILL. 
} 








THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, 


drawn, proposed to exempt schools and hotels from the ordinary rateable | 


The rentals of houses vary from £10 to £200 in our | 


lt would not give a dividend of 3 per cent. with gas at | 


| 

la xd. They did not light Colney Hatch Asylum. The asylum made | t 
| their own gas, their consumption being larger than all the district supplied | 

| by the company. ' 

| By the Commirrre: In some districts on the south of London 5s., and 
}even more, was charged; and it was evident that where the lights were 
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| ease. He should have very little to say, except upon one point, and that 
was the opposition raised by Mr. Welch, an adjoining landowner, for whom 
| his friend Mr, Littler appeared. he company was first formed in August, 
1857, with a capital of £5000, which was afterwards increased to £10,000 
| and since to £20,000. The dividends had ranged from 4 to 6 per cent., an 
| the price charged per 1000 feet had been hitherto 6s, The area of consump- 
tion having been extended, the company were desirous of increasing their 
' means of supply, and he should say that this company represented almost 
| entirely persons living in the immediate district, who had subseribed to the 
company and erected works for the purpose of supplying their own resi- 
dences. By their present bill the company proposed to increase their capital 
to £50,000, and by one of their clauses they omyees to limit the maximum 
dividend declared at any time to 7} per cent., which would, of course, be a 
limit to the price of the gas. Having said so much on the general points of 
the bill, he would draw their lordships attention to the petition against it 
by Mr. Edward Welch. He contended that that gentleman had no Jocus 
standi, and he mentioned this now as being the most convenient course. 
Mr. Welch was the only petitioner against the bill; he had been for some 
time the owner of a tobacco manufactory, having purchased some land and 
erected a tobacco manufactory upon it, and also a residence close upon the 
embankment of the Great Northern Railway. He believed the ground 
hitherto occupied by the gas company had been taken by the railway com- 
pany for a station, Mr. Welch stated in his petition that he was the owner 
in fee of twelve acres of land, upon part of which he had erected a residence 
and manufactory, and the remainder he had laid out for building purposes, 
and that the land proposed to be taken by the company was immediately 
contiguous thereto, to which he strongly objected, as the proposed works 
would become a nuisance, and seriously injure the value of his property. He 
alluded to the river Mosel as likely to become a ‘further nuisance,” and 
finished by saying that he was informed and believed that there was no 
necessity for the removal of the said gas-works, the company having had an 
advantageous offer for the site. He contended that Mr. Welch had no locus 
standi, and for this reason. In the first place, the company did not propose 
to take any of Mr. Welch’s land, and he was therefore simply in the posi- 
tion of any other gentleman who had property contiguous to a gas-work. 
He was not in the same parish or the same district as was supplied by this 
company, and, in fact, one of his grievances was that he had all the dis- 
comfort of being near the gas-works and yet could not have the benefit of 
the gas. 
The Cuarrman: What parish is Mr. Welch’s property in ? 
Mr. Pottock : In Tottenham. Mr. Welch was not the person to whom the 
power of arranging the gas districts was deputed; and it was an accident 
common to all mankind to find themselves contiguous to a gas-work, but not 
in the same district as the Legislature had fixed for the operation of those 
| works. Now, as none of Mr. Welch’s land was taken, and no injury was 
done to his premises, the only point upon which he could rest a claim to be 
heard was that the works, when carried out, would be offensive to his pre- 
mises, and become a nuisance. But he had no right to assume that the 
works would be carried out in an illegal manner; and Parliament were not 
in the habit of legislating beforehand, and providing against what might 
| possibly be done wrongfully by individuals. If the company carried on 

their works in any improper way, so as to injuriously affect Mr. Welch’s 

property, he might proceed against them by indictment; and as regarded 

this Mosel, which he talked about, there was a special provision made in 

10 Vic. c. 15 against the fouling of any running stream under a penalty of 

£200. He contended, therefore, that this company were exactly in the posi- 
| tion of any other gas company, and Mr. Welch was exactly in the position 
| of any other landowner who had erected premises adjoining a gas-work, and 
was sure that no similar petition had ever been presented to a bill of that 
character. 

Mr. LirrLer said it was quite a novel doctrine that there should be any 
doubt about an adjoining landowner having a locus standi. The 18lst 
Standing Order of their lordships House provided that in any case of this 
sort notice should be served upon every owner, lessee, or occupant, within 
300 yards. Now, Mr. Welch wes not only an owner and occupier within 
300 yards, but was admitted so to be, for he held in his hand the notice 
which had been served upon him ; and if after this he had no power of doing 
anything, what was the use of serving him with the notice. The object 
clearly was, that he should do just what he had done; and he had never 
heard of any case in which an adjoining landowner had been precluded from 
appearing on the ground of his land being injuriously affected. In support 
of his view he would mention the case of the Phanix Gas Company, who, 
| when seeking extensive compulsory powers in 1864, were obliged to purchase 

the land of one or two adjoining owners, which they did not require, on 
account of the injury which their proposed extensions would have entailed 
on these parties. It was very hard that the petitioner should have all the 
nuisance of these gas-works, without receiving any benefit. He could not 
go to the Court of Chancery unless he was prepared to show that the com- 








pany were making their gas carelessly, and not employing the usual precau- 
tions, and this he did not suppose they intended. ‘The section to which | 
reference had been made, respecting the fouling of the water, only applied | 
rs of land on the banks of the stream, whilst Mr. Welch had no 
exercised no rights; but he objected to the nuisance which 
n already was being made worse than at present. On both these 

points, end especially on the ground that his property was likely to be in-| 
juriously affected, he contended that he was entitled to be heard. Under | 
the Lands Clauses Act, any person who owned or had any interest in land 
taken or injuriously affected, was entitled to compensation; and he sub- 
mitted that it was never intended that gas companies should erect their 
works without attempting to make terms with adjoining owners. 

Mr. Pottocx said that with regard to the Lands Clauses Act, he took it! 
that his friend’s argument was strongly in his favour. The words ‘taken | 
or injuriously affected’’ obviously meant either taken or affected structurally 
| to their injury. There was no doubt that a man’s property might be injured 
by the prospect being destroyed, but it had been clearly decided that matters 
ot this kind were not a legal injury; and this brought back Mr. Welch’s 
position to that of any other person. The gas-works had been erected for 
several years near Mr, Welch’s premises, and by an accident they had to 
remove to the proposed new site. They came to Parliament for power to 
extend their capital and their area, and they did not deprive Mr. Welch of | 
any right which he would have at common law. | 

After some further conversation, the room was cleared. On the parties 
being readmitted, 

The CuarrMAn said the committee were of opinion that Mr. Welch had a 
locus standi. 

Mr. Poxuock then proceeded to call his witnesses. 

Mr. Edward Bennett, examined by Mr. Potiock. 

I am secretary to the Hornsey Gas Company, which was formed in 1857. 
The original capital was £5000, afterwards £10,000, latterly increased to 
£20,000. ‘The company purchased land near the embankment of the Great 
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Northern Railway. The land on which the present works stand has been 
sold to the railway for purposes of widening their line. It was utterly 
impossible to find any other suitable place for the new works than where we 
propose to go. It took us about three years before we could find an eligible 
piece of land. Mr. Welch’s land is in Tottenham district. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Lirrter: At the time we came to the land, Mr. 
Welch’s house was not built. We bought the land from the Great Northern 
Railway Company, and sold it to them again voluntarily. I believe the 
Great Northern Railway Company are before Parliament this session to take 
the piece of land coloured blue on the map. Ido not know whether that 
includes our new works. 

By the Commirree: I am not sure whether we are about to erect our new 
works on land about to be taken by the Great Northern Company. 

By Mr. Lirrter: At any rate, we have an agreement from the railway 
company to sell us the land. [Agreement put in.] The embankment is 





about 42 feet high. I cannot say whether it is more than 20 feet opposite | 
; marked red on the map, and yet at the present moment the Great Northern 


| Railway had a bill before Parliament to take compulsory powers to purchase 


Mr. Welch’s house. 
Mr. Jabez Church, examined by Mr, Potiock. 
I am well acquainted with the land in the neighbourhood of these works. 
The embankment is very high, at least 40 feet. I have planned the 
arrangements for the removal of the works. I have no doubt that the rail- 


way embankment opposite Mr. Welch’s house is 40 feet and upwards. Mr. | \ 
| of the agreement was that the railway company might get by compulsion | 


Welch has a gas apparatus and holder. Our works were never discontinued 
in consequence of receiving a notice from Mr. Welch; they were suspended 
for a time in consequence of the impassability of a road. I know the Mosel, 
which is a very filthy stream; it runs eastward, and forms the boundary 
between the parishes of Tottenham and Hornsey. In the summer season 
the gases arising are very noxious. 


use further improvements, employing hydrated oxide of iron instead of lime 
in purifying. The distance from the old works to Mr. Welch’s premises 
is 138 yards. I cannot see that any more nuisance can be caused by the 
new works than by the old ones. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Lirrier: There is a large pond on the south side 
of the old works, and between that and any houSes. There were houses 
close by on the eastward. On Mr. Welch’s side there was a large spoil 
bank, but not quite so high as the railway embankment. Under the new 
—— no refuse goes into the stream. There is very little smell. I have 

eard no complaint at Colney Hatch ; there was a meeting at Colney Hatch 
to complain of the smell, but it was proved that the smell arose from the 
asylum works. I have no doubt that the bank opposite Mr. Welch’s house 
is over 40 feet. It is impossible for us to supply Mr. Welch with gas. We 
do not at present supply the streets of Colney Hatch with gas. There is 
= an objection on the part of some persons to spend money. I 

lieve the land we propose to build on is within the limits of denomination 
of the new bill of the Great Northern Railway, and so is Mr. Welch’s pro- 
perty. Ours is not within the main —. It is very possible our works 
were discontinued the day after Mr. Welch served us with a notice, but it 
was from the cause I before stated. 

By Mr. Potiock: One Board of Health has complained of another Board 
of Health, but no complaint has been made against our operations. Hornsey 
is not publicly lighted at all. We should be glad to light the streets if we 
could come to terms. Mr. Welch’s premises are in the district of the 
ee Company, which has statutory powers, so that we could not sup- 
ply him. 

Mr. Henry Inwood, examined by Mr. Potiock. 

I was assistant-surveyor to the parish of Hornsey for six years, and am 
well acquainted with the premises in question. I should think the railway 
embankment at Mr. Welch's is over 40 feet; the land there is swampy 
and not at all adapted for building purposes. Apart from Mr. Welch’s pri- 
vate convenience, I think the gas-works could not be removed to a less 
objectionable locality. I have never heard of any complaint of the gas 
company injuring the Mosel. 

Cross-examinea by Mr. Lirrter: There are a good many houses erected 
on the other side of the Mosel. There are two roads, both are on a higher 
level than the gas-works. I do not think May’s Road is 14 feet lower than 
the lowest part of Mr. Welch’s premises. I believe the bank is 40 feet high 
at Mr. Welch’s. I was assistant-surveyor at the time when it was decided 
not to use gas in the streets, but was not at the meeting. 

Mr. Poutock said that was his case. He contended that Mr. Welch had 
really no reason to complain of the removal of these gas-works. The nature 
of the property was such that the railway passed it on an embankment, and 
that railway being in existence with that embankment, acuseun natu- 
rally selected it as a place where they might acquire land cheaply, and erect 
their works with very little injury to neighbouring property. At the same 
time, or very nearly so, Mr. Welch, who was a manufacturer of tobacco, 
also acquired his property, and the erection of the gas-works and of Mr. 
Welch’s factory were thus contemporaneous. He also built a villa and 
several cottages, and he had also erected gas-works of his own, 

Mr. Lirrter: The consumption is only 2 ewt. of coal a day. 

Mr. Potiock : Under these circumstances the gas company required to 
remove their works, because the Great Northern Railway Company required 
the present site for a station, and also because the present works were not 
sufficiently large to carry on the works on the extended area. Mr. Welch 
was really about as little entitled to claim special protection as any one. No 
injury was done to his manufactory or his house, and, as to the stream which 
he spoke of, it was only an open ditch ; in fact, it had lately been converted 
into an open sewer. All his rights in respect to it were, moreover, pro- 
tected by an existing Act of Parliament, and he understood, besides, that he 
poured his own refuse into it. If there had been any real grievance there 
would have been the evidence of some persons in the neighbourhood, but 
not one petition has been presented but that of Mr. Welch, and that, he con- 
tended, was enough to show the weakness of his case. 

Mr. LirrtEr said he appeared for Mr. Welch, whose case was really as 
hard as could well be imagined. He was within the limits of one gas com- 
pany, and within 138 yards of another company’s works. No one could 

leny that these works were a nuisance to persons in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood, and would destroy the adjacent property. The last property 
built upon was always that in the neighbourhood of a gas-work. Mr. 
Welch had had it alleged against him that he made gas himself. It was 
true he made gas at the other side of his factory, but he only used 2 ewt. 
of coal a day in the manufacture, and probably took far greater care in 
making it than would be possible in the works of a public company. Still, 
he considered even that a nuisance, and intended to abolish it as soon as he 
could get a supply from any other source. Whatever might be said, when 
Mr. Welch came to that property there were no gas-works there; he pur- 
chased 12 acres of land, and built on the extreme northerly part a very sub- 
stantial and h villa resid ; between that and his factory there 
was an ornamental garden and grounds, and the manufactory was carried on 
80 as to occasion no nuisance whatever. In addition to this, there was a 
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| portion of it to the gas company, whereas the General Act prohibited a 
| railway company from holding any land except for their own purposes. 


There is no other land available for the | 
purpose. Hitherto we have used all modern improvements, but we propose to | 
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| some improper and illegal agreement made between the gas company and 
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large piece of ground, which he intended to put into the market for building 
aged he had commenced operations in this way, but at present only 

ouses occupied by some of his workpeople had been erected; these, how- 
ever, were so placed as not to interfere with any houses of a better character 
that might afterwards be built, say at £30to £50rental. People constantly 
desired to rent houses of this class, for the purpose of getting their families 
out of the noise and dirt of London, but they did not desire to get near gas- 
works, As originally established, there was a large piece of water on one 
side and a large spoil bank on another, which nearly shut off Mr. Welch 
from any nuisance, and these works having been so situated, and having 
this large sheet of water between them and the Clarendon Road, the 
gas company voluntarily, by agreement, and not after compulsion by 
Act of Parliament, gave up the land which they had before purchased of 
the Great Northern Railway, and came here and asked for authority to 
remove their works and create a nuisance to their neighbours. ‘They E 
posed to take powers for the purchase by agreement of the whole of the land 





this very land. They were going to do what they had done already, sella 





The railway company did not want this piece of land, and the only object 


what the gas company could not get by agreement. This was what was | 
proposed to be done without any clause either for the protection of the, 
public or of Mr. Welch, and notwithstanding what had been said, there was | 
nothing in the General Act to which he could look for redress, in case the | 
stream alluded to were further polluted. The proposed site of the works | 
was not near the centre of the district, and was quite away from the part) 
which they were actually proposing to supply ; they were close to the limits | 
of their district in one direction, and only four fields off in another, so that 
they could not have selected a place where they would be further away from | 
the greater part of the district which they sought to supply. He contended | 
that the petitioner was entitled to some compensation for the injury he 
sustained, and proceeded to call the following evidence :— 
Mr. Edwin Fox, examined by Mr. Litter. 

I am a land valuer of large experience in the neighbourhood of London. 
I have examined Mr. Welch’s land and premises; the house is a very good 
one, a nice ornamental garden, and a large tobacco manufactory. When I 
was there, there was no nuisance at all from the factory; the part he has | 
appropriated is about two acres, and the remaining ten are laid out for | 
building. Ishould think houses of £30 or £40 a year could be built there ; 
the land is very suitable for such purposes. ‘Two or three cottages are built | 
already, worth about £20 per annum; on the upper portion I should anti- | 
cipate houses of a higher class would be built. The effect of the proposed | 
gas-works would be that the land adjoining would be last built upon, and | 
then it would be worth less; it ac be set back many years. The gas- | 
works at Colney Hatch are a case in point. I saw Mr. Welch’s gas appa- 
ratus; it is very small, and could be no nuisance at all. | 

By the Cuarrman: I was close to them. | 

By Mr. Lirrter: In the present position of the gas-works they can | 
scarcely be seen from Mr. Welch’s; the moving them will make a material | 
difference, and the injury which would be done to Mr. Welch’s property | 
would be very serious and material. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Pottock: I was there on Monday or Tuesday) 
last. I have passed it often on the railway, and I know the neighbourhood | 
well. I never saw water lying on that land in the winter. Mr. Welch has 
access to his premises from the high road and from May’s Road. There | 
is no access from Clarendon Road at present. I cannot tell how long it has 
been laid out—several years. I cannot tell any particular house which lets | 
for more than £20 year; I should think there were some. Mr. Welch has, 
built some cottages for his workmén. } 

By the Committee: ‘There would be no difficulty in determining}by arbi- 








| tration or before a jury the amount of injury done. 


By Mr. Lrrrier: [have no doubt there are houses in that neighbourhood | 
letting for from £20 to £30. If Mr. Welch could make an access to his 
ground from Clarendon Road, it would add to the value of his property. 

Mr. Edward Welch, examined by Mr, LitTter. | 

I am the owner of this land. ‘The gas-works are coming to me; I did not | 
gotothem. We were about contemporaneous in the first place. I have 
plotted out the ground for building purposes, The Mosel is at present a 
nuisance, and I wish to prevent its becoming worse. At present we can only | 


| see the top of the gas-works chimney; but if they moved to where it is 


proposed, it would be a great nuisance, I shall abandon my own small, 
apparatus as soon as I can get a supply from elsewhere. I am under agree- | 
ment to continue the Clarendon Road when called upon to do so within six 

months. Ifthe gas-works came where they propose, that would be stopped. | 

By the Cuarmman: The agreement is with the party from whom I bought 
the land. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Pottock: Clarendon Read is at present impass-| 
able, and has been so for some time past in wet weather. Houses have been | 
built there ever since I have been there. There is a road to the houses, but, 
it does not extend on to me. I began building my factory in 1860; I believe | 
the gas company began just afterwards. I do not complain of their present 
position. Iemploy about forty hands. The drainage goes first into cess-| 
pools, and subsequently into the Mosel. 

By Mr. Lirrter: That is the overilow. They are now carrying out a} 
system in the parish of compelling all parties to drain into the sewers. Many | 
roads recently impassable are now good roads. 

By the Commirrere: The new gasholder is not on the line of Clarendon 
Road. | 

Mr. Lirtiex here put ina plan showing that the Great Northern Com- | 
pany were now seeking compulsory powers to purchase the picce of ground 
on which the new works were to be erected, and said that concluded his 
case. 

Mr. Pottock said that one part of his friend’s case was that there was 


the Great Northern Railway Company as to the purchase and re-sale of land. 
He was not there as champion of the railway company, who were quite able 
to take care of themselves, and would therefore simply remark that his 
friend had given no proof of their not acting bond fide in coming to Parlia- 
ment. But it appeared that both Mr. Welch and the gas company were in 
the notice respecting some Fa en or intended improvements now before 
Parliament by the Great Northern Railway, so that both were in the same 
boat as regarded that point. 

Mr. Lirr_er said no notice had been received by Mr. Welch. 

Mr. Potiock suid he was instructed on the part of the gas company that 
they had no notice either. It was plain therefore that the gas company) 
were not bound or entitled to withhold any action which it was desirable to 
take in order to meet the general requirements of their district, in conse- 
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uence of having heard that the railway company proposed to extend their 
e in a new direction. If this were so, no company or private individual 
could dare in the present day to build a house or do anything to his own 
premises. He did not complain of Mr. Welch trying to do the best he 
could, but there was no evidence except that of his own surveyor that this 
was a well-selected piece of land for building purposes, and the number of 
applications for it seemed to show that it was very ill selected. Therefore 
taking the facts rather than the view of Mr. Fox, whose knowledge of the 
locality appeared to have been acquired merely by passing along the railway, 
they could judge better of the probable future of this property. The railway 
passed on an embankment of 40 feet, and at one particular point there was 
a spoil bank, which no doubt was a protection to the house and property of 
Mr. Welch, but it was made quite irrespective of the right of either party 
and simply for the convenience of the railway, and was now withdrawn or 
was about to be. The simple issue was this: the gas company having 
found, as was admitted on all hands, that some enlargement of their works 
was necesssary, had to move their works somewhat nearer to Mr. Welch’s 
premises, or to go roaming through the parish to find some other more ex- 
ensive and less suitable site; and whatever might be suggested by Mr. 
elch or Mr. Fox, it was evident that the promoters, who had already had 
experience and had given satisfaction to the inhabitants, would do what 
was best for themselves in selecting this piece of land. Of course they 
would buy in the cheapest market; and though his learned friend had read 
them a lecture for not going more in the centre of the district, which he 
said would have been much wiser and more profitable, he thought their 
lordships would consider that the company knew their own business best, 
and that they were entitled to build their gas-works on land which appeared 
peculiarly eligible. They knew that in the present day there was not an 
acre which was not supposed to be fit for buildings of some kind, and which 
a surveyor would not plan out for streets. ‘There was a place called Claren- 
don Road, laid out several years ago, and houses built, but at the present 
time it was still impassable; no attempt was made to open it, and no houses 
were built, except a few cottages occupied by Mr. Welch’s workmen. It 
seemed a very suitable piace for gas-works, close to the embankment of the 
railway; and the question was, what really was there in the petitioners 
case which required special protection more than any one else who had pro- 
perty in the neighbourhood? Mr. Welch bought his property at the same 
time as the promoters, and on the same principle—that of buying it as 
cheaply as possible. He erected a tobacco manufactory, and they gas- 
works; and vag’ probably some people in the neighbourhood would be 
ready to come forward and say that the tobacco factory was a nuisance; 
and no doubt all such works in some degree deteriorated the value of the 
adjoining property. But in the bi ery state of things the gas-works must 
be somewhere; and he submitted that their lordships would hardly withhold 
their sanction to the bill simply because Mr. Welch did not like the gas- 
works near his premises. Then to hold that he had any claim beyond that 
given him by the common law would be to create a very dangerous prece- 
dent and to open a matter which had never hitherto been considered one for 
parliamentary interference. If this Pe ay were established, parties 
would only have to get a clause inserted in the Act saying that they were to 
be compensated for any injury which they might sustain, and they could 
always get a jury or an arbitrator to make them an award. This had not | 
been done hitherto, and he submitted that there was nothing in this case to | 
make it an exception to the general rule. 

The room was then cleared, and, on the readmission of the parties, 

The CHAIRMAN said the committee were prepared to pass the preamble of 
the bill, provided two clauses were inserted to the following effect :—One | 
which would place Mr. Welch in such a position as would give him the | 
benefit of the 68th section of the Lands Clauses Act, and the other providing 
that nothing in the Act should prevent Mr. Welch from carrying out any | 
agreement he may have entered into when he purchased his property. 








Fripay, Marcu 13, 


The clauses were this day proceeded with, Mr. Pryron (in the absence of | 
Mr. Pollock) appearing for the promoters. 

Mr. Litr_er asked that words might be added to Mr. Welch’s clause to 
the following effect:—‘‘The company shall, on receiving one month’s 
notice, lay down, at their own cost, pipes of proper dimensions for the 
supply of gas to the said estate, &c., &c., the price to be paid by him not to 
exceed the minimum price charged to any other consumer supplied by the 
company.”” 

Mr. Pryton said the insertion of this clause would have the effect of ex- 
tending their limits, and required to be advertised, and when they got to the 
House of Commons they would be sent upstairs for non-compliance with the 
Standing Orders, and they would inevitably lose the bill in that House. 
Mr. Welch was in another parish. 

Mr. Litr.eEr suggested that the clause might be limited in its operation 
until the time when the Tottenham Company were prepared to supply gas 
to Mr. Welch. 

Mr, WamisLey (the agent) said that if Mr. Welch would lay on a pipe 
of his own to the limit of the company’s district, the difficulty would be 
got over. 

The proposed addition was disallowed. 

After some discussion clauses were agreed to, as embodying the require- 
ments of the committee with regard to Mr. Welch’s rights, 

In clause 42, the price of gas was fixed at ds, 

The Soxicrror for the petitioner applied for costs since the lodging of the 
petition, pose | the clause which provided that where a committee on a 

rivate bill shall declare the preamble not proved, or shall insert in such 
ill any provision for the protection of any opposing petitioner, such peti- 
tioner shall be entitled to recover his costs. 

The CHAIRMAN, on referring to the clauses, said it only dperated where 
the petitioner had been ‘‘ vexatiously hindered,’’ and there was no proof of 
anything of the kind; the committee could not therefore accede to the | 
application. 

he bill, as amended, was then ordered to be reported. 








LONGTON GAS BILL. 
Monpay, Marcu 12. 

Mr. Locu, Q.C., appeared for the promoters, and Mr. Burke, Q.C., and 
Mr. Pemner, for the corporation of Longton, the opponents. 

Mr. Locu said the case he had to open was on behalf of the promoters of 
a bill for the better supply of gas to the inhabitants of Longton and places 
in the neighbourhood. Longton was one of the most rapidly increasing 
towns in the kingdom ; it lay at one end of a series of pottery towns, and the 
growth of its population was something surprising. Up to 1865 it was 
governed by commissioners elected by the ratepayers under a local Act, but 








since June in that year it had enjoyed the higher dignity of being a.cor- 


. porate town, with a mayor and corporation. The British Gaslight Company, |; 


| had continued to supply the public lamps and clocks. Of course the Stoke 


a London company having various branches or establishments in different 
arts of the country, was the first body which undertook the lighting of 
ngton with gas, and they continued to do so under a deed of settlement 
from 1824 up to 1858. In 1843 a new company, called the Stoke, Fenton, 
and Longton Company, was started for the supply of gas to these three 
towns, and the two companies were continued in competition for a good 
many years. In 1858, however, these oie Haas tired of competition, 
and having had‘experience of the evils which must arise from two com- 
panies supplying one small town, applied to Parliament for an Act of Incor- 
poration, in which were clauses providing that the British Gaslight Com- 
pany should give way in regard to that one district, and retire in favour of 
the Stoke, Fenton, and Longton Company, this being a part of a general 
system which was carried out at that time in the Potteries, of allotting a 
separate district. to each company instead of several competing works being.) | 
in operation at the same place, as had been the case previously. Under this 
Act of 1858 the Stoke Company were empowered to buy up the pipes and 
mains belonging to the British Gaslight Company in that borough, and they || 
became the sole distributors of gas in that district, At this time, however, 
it was observed with considerable apprehension by some of the inhabitants 
that the powers taken by the Stoke, Fenton, and Longton Company, in 
reference to the price of gas, were high, taken in connexion with the illu-|} 
minating power, and the result was that an association of gentlemen in the'| | 
town, being gas consumers, was formed within a few days of the passing of, 
the Act, and they constituted themselves a company for the supply of gas 
under the provisions of the Joint-Stock Companies Act, with the title of the 
Longton Gas Company. They proceeded to lay down mains and to dis- 
tribute gas to the various public lamps, in which they were favoured by the 
commissioners, who, seeing the advantage of dealing with persons whose 
interests were the same as their own, transferred their custom from the Stoke 
to the Longton Company ; and up to the present time the Stoke Company 





Company had the advantage of the start, and of having everything ready for 
carrying on business, and were able to go on supplying gas while the new 
company were still making their arrangements for so doing. For some time 
after the passing of the Act of 1858 until the Longton Company commenced 
operations, the Stcke, Fenton, and Longton Company charged 4s. 6d. per 
1000 feet, their maximum being ds.; but as soon as the Longton Company 
were in a condition to supply gas, the Stoke Company immediately lowered 
their price to 2s.—a reduction which was evidently not dictated by considera- 
tion for the advantage of the public, but was suggested no doubt to the more 
powerful body as a step by which they might hope to crush the new com- 
pany. That company did not reduce their price to 2s., but charged 3s., and, 
such was the feeling of the public in Longton, and of the commissioners, 
with regard to the matter, that they agreed to pay 3s. all the time that 
competition existed, and did do so during a period of three years, so that 
they were able to survive the pressure put a them, although, of 
course, they were not able to pay any dividend. The Stoke Company 
did not continue their charge of 2s. for the whole of the three years, but 
when they found they could not accomplish their object, they raised 
their price to 4s. 3d.; and at the end of three years the Longton Com- 
pany also raised their price to 4s. The business of this newly established 
company continued to extend until at last it was in a condition to supply 
at least 50 per cent. of all the consumers in the town, and at the present 
moment he understood they supplied 65 per cent. During all this time 
the Longton Company existed only as an association formed under the 
Joint-Stock Companies Act, and this Act conferred no external powers 
upon companies taking advantage of it, but only gave them certain 
tet of regulating their own internal affairs, enabled them to sue and 

e sued, &c., and conferred no right to open streets, lay down mains, or 
do anything of that sort, except by permission—a state of things which 
was at all times inconvenient, and especially when there was active 
competition. In the present case the Longton Company were subjected 
to proceedings, vexatious and otherwise, on the part of the Stoke Com- 
pany, who tried first in one way and then in another to crush their op- 
ponents, but the result was that the Longton Company had determined 
at length to apply to Parliament for an Act of Incorporation. Their 
original capital was £10,000, and they had, in the course of their busi- 
ness, to borrow £3000, which was paid off some years ago by creating 
stock bearing a premium, and giving the company the benefit. They 
sold the £5 shares for £6 10s. each, and so paid off the debt of £3000; 
so that, although they had expended a capital of £15,000, they only 
had £12,310 as the nominal capital. Out of 114 shareholders 100 were 
resident in the borough, and most of them consumers of gas. The quality 
of the gas was good, and the price was lower than in any other town in the) 
North Staffordshire Potteries. | 





The CuarrMAn: What price do you charge now ? 

Mr. Locn: The present price is 3s. 8d. After the competition the 
price was raised to 4s., at which it continued until March, 1865, when it 
was reduced to 3s. 8d., with a discount of 5 per cent. for prompt payment; 
and he believed he had accurately stated the fact that in no other town in 
the district was so good gas supplied at so lowa price. That the company 
were not unduly mindful of their own interests was shown by the fact that 
in 1864 they supplied 14,250,000 feet of gas and received for it £2585, whilst 
at the present moment they were selling 14,850,000 feet, being an increase 
of 600,000 feet, and only received £2489, the average price at the former 
period being 3s. 7}d., and at present 3s. 4jd.; so that upon a largely in- 
creased business they are receiving not only a smaller total sum, but a 
smaller rateable sum per every thousand feet of gas, the illuminating power 
of which was 12 or 18 candles; and he believed it would be shown that it 
was impossible to manufacture gas in this district, looking to the quality 
and price of coal, at a less price than this, allowing for the usual profit to 
the makers. The dividend since the period when, as he had stated, they 
had not been able to make any at all, had been gradually increasing, and 
the business extending ; and although the price had been lowered, they had 
been able to make a fair dividend, averaging 5} per cent., and during the 
last six months reaching 10 per cent., which was the maximum al- 
lowed by the General Act, in the absence of any stipulated amount 
in the bill itself. The bill proposed to authorize a capital of £40,000, 
made up of the original capital of £12,310, and of additional capi- 
tal to be called of £27,690, but some little modifications in the way 
in which this was presented would be introduced consequent upon 
what had passed before Lord Redesdale. The price originally in the bill 
was 3s, 6d. within a radius of one mile of the company’s works, and beyond 
that distance 4s.; and also that when the price of coal should exceed 10s, 6d. 
per ton, an extra 6d. should be charged by the company. It was originally 
proposed that upon the whole capital of £40,000 a dividend of 10 per cent. 
should be allowed, which in the absence of any provision in the bill would 
be left to the General Act, and 12 candles was mentioned as the illumi- 
nating power; but on going before Lord Redesdale he objected to the price 
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of coal being held to be a condition entitling the company to an additional 
6d., and the promoters, in deference to him, at once agreed to strike that out. 
| He also stated that it was the aim of Parliament, at the present moment, to 
endeavour to raise the standard, and, accordingly, instead of 12, 13 candles 
| would be put into the bill as the standard. At the same time he could hardly 
impose this without giving some compensation in regard to price, and it was 
‘suggested that 3s, 9d. should be inserted instead of 3s. 6d., but with this 
|further difference, that it should apply to all parts within the borough, 
‘which their lordships would see by the map extended in one direction con- 
siderably beyond the mile; so that the price would now be 3s. 9d. within a 
‘mile radius or within the borough, and beyond the borough or beyond a 
mile from the works 4s, 3d. No distinct provision was made as regards 
|| profits, which were proposed to be left to the operation of the General Act; 
|, but Lord Redesdale objected to that, and proposed that the capital, instead 
|| of being divided us it stood in the clause into two amounts of £12,310 and 
| £27,690, should be divided into two amounts of £20,000, and that upon the 
| first 10 per cent. should be allowed, but upon the second only 7 per cent. 
|;The only opposition proceeded from the Town Council, They had settled 
| with the Stoke Company on the same principle as was adopted throughout 
|| the Potteries district in 1858, by which well-regulated monopolies were sub- 
|; stituted for unlimited competition, and this company alone was in future 
|| to supply Longton and the district dealt with in the Act with gas, there 
|| being, however, this material advantage to the consumers in regard to the 
| | state of things about to be established. Under the Stoke Act the price was 
|| limited to 5s., and they only had to supply gas of 10-candle power; but 
|; when the proposed bill was passed, it was quite evident that the public 
| would be secured a good article at a low price. The ep mf were to buy 
up the mains and plant of the Stoke Company and apply them to their own 

|| purposes, paying in consideration £4500 down, and £1000 a year for seven 
|| years, The sum of £4500 for the mains would be met by the increased 
|| capital which they sought the aid of Parliament to raise, but the seven 
||annual payments of £1000 each would be paid out of the annual revenue of 
|| the concern, and would form no part of the capital upon which it would be 
in the power of the company to declare a dividend. The only addition, 
|| therefore, to capital consequent _ this arrangement would be £4500 for 
|| the property taken over. ‘The only opposition was from the Town Council, 
and he thought it would be found that that opposition was upon clauses and 
|| not upon the preamble. The only a which touched upon the pre- 
;amble was the one relating to a monopoly; but, before coming to the peti- 
, tion itself, he should mention that one of the original Articles of Association 
|| was to the effect that if the town commissioners should give written notice of 
| their desire to purchase the company’s property and effects, it should be 
|| lawful for the company to sell the same, the basis of the purchase being 20 
years profits. The promoters felt it right to have some communication with 
|| the ‘own Council, who had succeeded the commissioners, with reference to 
| that transfer of the property to them should they desire to acquire it; and 
‘;he believed it would be stated by the witnesses that the company 
||intimated verbally to the chairman of the committee, immediately 
| before notice was given of the bill in October, their willingness to 
|sell their property to the Town Council upon terms. The value of the 
|| concern estimated in the way described would have been £24,620; and he 
| believed the oneeny expressed their willingness to sell the works to the 
;|corporation at that price. There was, also in words, a communication on 
| the part of the council that the price, if they bought at all, would be about 
|| £18,000; and without making an offer of any sort, the couneil passed reso- 
lutions altogether deferring the consideration of the question for six months, 
|| which in parliamentary language meant rejection altogether. At that time 








| that the depreciation-fund, as you call it—the reserve-fund—is available to 


|| the condition of things was this—that this company were about to apply to | 


Parliament, but it would have been in the face of opposition on the part of 
| the Stoke Company, and therefore the corporation declined to buy a property 
| which could only obtain the status of a parliamentary company in face of 

opposition. Of the councillors, five were shareholders in the company, and 
| they of course did not take ri part in these consultations, and therefore it 
| was with no participation of theirs that this resolution rejecting the propo- 
| sition on the part of the company was come to. The petition of the Town 

}, Council made various statements, one of which had reference to the limits 

of the district, but essentially the portions proposed to be —— were the 
only populous parts of the district. Various allegations in the petition had 
| been met by the insertion of additional clauses. A clause had been inserted 
| binding the company to lay down mains, service-pipes, &c., in such streets 
as they should be called upon to light by the council, and in the clause 
|| which fixed the distance from the mains to which they should be obliged to 
| carry service-pipes for the benefit of consumers the figure had been altered 
from 10 to 20. 
| The CHAIRMAN said the alterations were very material in many respects. 
| Mr, Pemper said that the alterations in these clauses met so many of 
|, the points raised, that he would consider whether the discussion had not 
|| better be taken —_ the clauses; but the great point of the monopoly had 

;not been met at all, 

| 


Tvrspay, Marcx 13. 
| Mr. Locw said he should like to know what position the opponents in- 
| tended to take, so that he might if necessary call evidence in support of the 
|| preamble, or otherwise he should confine himself to the question of clauses. 
| Mr. Burke said he did not intend to oppose the preamble. 
| Mr. Locw said in that case he should simply call one witness pro formd 
in support of the preamble. 
| Air. Webberley, examined by Mr. Locu. 
| Iam a manufacturer of china in Longton, and am chairman of the Long- 
ton Gas Company. At the time it started I was chairman of the commis- 
sioners who governed the town. In 1824 the British Gas Company was 
established under a deed for supplying the town of Longton with gas, and 
in 1843 the Stoke, Fenton, and Longton Company was established in the 
same way; in 1858 the latter company was incorporated by Act of Parlia- 
ment, and the former company retired in their favour, leaning them in 
— of Longton. At thesame period some parties in Longton esta- 
lished the company of which I am now the representative. They have 
been carried on since in competition with them. At the present moment 
we exist under the Joint-Stock Companies Act, and we have experienced 
inconvenience in carrying on the works on that footing, and that is the 
ground upon which we now apply for incorporation. We have made an 
arrangement with the Stoke, Fenton, and Longton Company by which we 
are to —— their mains and pipes, and are to have the sole supply of 
gas to Longton, paying them £4500, and also a further sum, which is not to 
be paid out of capital. So far as we have gone, we have given satisfaction 
to the town. We are now charging 3s. 8d. per 1000 feet, with a deduction 
of 5 per cent. for prompt cash. 
By the CuAtrMAN: For the last twelve months we have paid 10 per cent. ; 

revious to that we paid 7 per cent. ; the average dividend is about 5} or 5}. 
e€ propose to charge 3s. 9d. as the maximum within the borough, or within 











| Clauses Act? [The learned gentleman here read the clause in question. ] 
Witness : I think the reserve-fund, properly speaking, should be an}; 


| ships that there is any risk under the present c 


a mile radius. Without that radius it is quite a rural district, We have 
offered to sell our works to the Town Council. 

The witness was not cross-examined, and the clauses were then proceeded 
with. Clauses 1 to 29 were agreed to with slight alterations. 

On clause 30, having reference to the price of gas, 

Mr. Locu said that the price had been altered from 3s. 6d. and 4s. to 3s. 9d. 
and 4s, 3d., as he had said yesterday, in consequence of the suggestions 
thrown out by Lord Redesdale, in deference to which they had given up their 
proviso as regarded the cost of coal, and had submitted to a higher illumi- 
nating power. With this preliminary remark he would call the gentleman 
who managed the works. 

Mr. Henry Woodall, examined by Mr. Locn. 

I was manager of the Longton Gas-Works until three months ago, and am 
now secretary and manager of the Burslem and Tunstall Gas-Works. The 
company are now charging 3s. 8d., subject to 5 per cent. discount for 
Pr cash, and they propose to fix 3s. 9d. as their normal maximum charge. 

justify that rise by the higher illuminating power; that explains the 
increase in the bill from 3s. 6d. to 3s. 9d. I do not know an instance in 
the Staffordshire Potteries district in which the price is lower than 5s., or the 
illuminating power higher than 10 candles; so that if the committee allow 
this maximum it will still be 1s. 3d. lower than in any other case in the 
district with which I am acquainted. It does not follow because we have! 
a certain maximum that we should charge up to it; our present price is 
3s. 8d. The illuminating power stated in the bill was 12 candles, but in 
deference to Lord Redesdale it was raised to 13. The price of coal in Long- 
ton is 6d. per ton higher than in the neighbouring towns. We pay 9s. 6d. 
sd ton for the coal at the railway station, and then have to pay 8d. per ton 

or cartage. Other towns possess greater facilities, being on the Trent and 
Mersey Canal, which does not serve Longton. 

Cross-examined by Mr. BuRKE: We have been charging 3s. 8d., with a 
discount, which has reduced it on the average to 3s. 7d. A large number 
of the consumers are always in arrear and do not get the advantage of the 
discount. At this price we have divided 10 per cent. for the last year, The 
profits have gone on increasing. : 

Mr. Burke: And by reason of the probable increase of consumption you 
expect they will still go on? . 

Vitness:; The dividend would not have been so large if we had carried as 
much to the depreciation account as we ought to have done. 

Mr. Burke: Still you had divided 10 per cent. ? ] : 

Witness: Yes, at the expense of former years; we anticipate an increased 
consumption and rate of profit. 

Mr. BurkE: Have you any reserve-fund ? : 

Witness: It is not a reserve-fund, it is a depreciation account, It 
amounts to about £1200. 


Mr. Burke: £1200 on a capital of £12,000; that is the maximum}; 


which the law allows you as a reserve, is it not ? 

Witness : We are not under any restrictions that I am aware of. 

Mr. Burke: I presume that £1200 is available to make up dividend ? 

Witness : Not legitimately. 

Mr. Burke: But you are not under Act of Parliament at all? 

Witness: It would not be legitimate if we had parliamentary powers. 
bea are not under the Gas Clauses Act at present, but we propose to come 
under it. 

Mr. BurKke: Do not you know that one of the provisions of that Act is 


make up any deficiency in your dividend below 10 percent? 

Witness : I am not clear upon that, 

Mr. Burke: Well, I am, and you may take it from me; and yet, witha 
10 per cent. dividend and a reserve-fund of 10 per cent. upon your capital 





you ask the committee to enable you to raise the price? 
Witness: It would not be ~ to use the depreciation account for the 
ag of raising the dividend. 
r. BuRKE: Then you object to be put under the provisions of the Gas 


amount set apart in addition to the per centage for depreciation. 
— Burke: Forgive me for not caring much what you think as against 
the Act. 

Witness : The Act says “‘ reserve-fund,” not ‘ depreciation.” 

Mr. Burke: You may call it what you like. You have no power to put 
apart — funds for depreciation and reserve. There is one and one 
only, and that is as it states here—‘‘ if necessary to make up any deficiency 
that may at any time happen, or to meet any extraordinary claim or demand 
which may at any time arise.” What was the sum required to pay your 
10 per cent. dividend ? 

ttness : £1210. 

Mr. Burke: So that, in point of fact, you have a reserve-fund equal to 
the whole of your 10 per cent. dividend, and do = represent to their lord- 

arge as to your paying an 





adequate dividend ? 

Witness: Not if we continue the 12-candle gas. 

Mr. BurKE: Have you not boasted that hitherto you have always sup- 
plied gas of more than 12-candle power? 


Witness: We have not. The coal there may produce a little over 12-|[ 


candle gas; 13 cannot be depended on. 

Mr. BurKE: Do you know that the Hanley Bill provides for a maximum 
price of 3s. 6d., and an illuminating power of 14 candles > 

Witness : That bill has yet to come under consideration. 

Mr. Burke: I ask if you do not know that they have a bill before 
Parliament ? 

Witness : I am aware of it. They use the same coal as we do, and a por- 
tion of cannel coal. They get coal at Is. a ton less than we do, 

Mr. Burke: How much nearer are they to the coal depot ? 

Witness : It is not a question of distance, but of convenience. They are 
larger consumers, and make more favourable contracts. They now pa 
8s. 10d. as against our 9s. 6d. Their works are upon the line of the conal, 
whilst we have to cart our coal half a mile. The cartage of all coal delivered 
at our works is 8d. per ton. We can buy an inferior description of cannel 
coal at 10s. 6d.—[witness produced a specimen]—but we should have to cart 
it some miles. I do not know how they getit. The Hanley Company make 
at least six times as much gas as the Longton, and have been longer in 
operation. If this bill passes, we shall not supply the Stoke district; only 
the Longton. We have made 10 per cent. whilst competing with them. 

Mr. Burke: So that although, under a system of competition, you are 
enabled to make 10 per cent. at 3s. 7d., you now propose to become mono- 
polists, and increase the price? 

Witness: But we have to pay them about £8000, for which we receive 
nothing. Ido not know what have been their total receipts per annum; 
£2000 would probably not be far wrong. Our gross rental is £2400. We 








shall nearly double our rental, but we shall more than double our capital. f 
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Our present capital is £12,310, and we shall have to pay them altogether 
£11,000—£4500 in a lump sum, and the remainder in annual payments. 
I gave evidence as to a competing company at Hanley last year. I was 
compelled to give my evidence, because, as the manager who was my prede- 
cessor was about to give my figures, I might just as well give them myself. 

Mr. Burke: Never mind about that. You were before Parliament advo- 
cating the expediency of establishing competition, and now you propose a 
monopoly and a charge of 3s. 9d. ? 

Witness: No; if you produce the notes, you will find I distinctly stated 
that it was more to the interest of the consumers that there should be a 
monopoly. 

Mr. Burke: Then what did you come for? 

Witness : Merely to state the price. I was called on behalf of the com- 
peting company, though my evidence was against them. They did not want 
my sympathy ; they merely wanted the figures. I recommended 3s. 4d, as 
the price. They were to give 14-candle gas. 

Mr. Burke: Then you advocated in an adjoining parish a price of 3s. 4d. 
for 14-candle gas, with competition ? 
Witness : 1 did not advocate it; I was called as a witness for it. 
Re-examined by Mr. Locu: We are paying £11,500 in order to have the 
sole supply of Longton. At present we are charging 3s. 8d., enbjost to 5 per 
cent, deduction to those who pay their accounts within a month } 
Mr. Burke: Are you aware that as the result of the inquiry before Par- 
liament last year, the British Gaslight Company had to pledge themselves 
to introduce a bill in the next Parliament, and so on from session to session 
until successful, reducing the maximum price to 3s. 6d. for 14-candle gas:? 
Witness: As far as I know, they would have preferred that the opposing 
company should have had their bill. 
By Mr. Locu: The British Gaslight Company, after giving up in favour 
of the Stoke, Fenton, and Longton Company, established a separate com- 
pany in Hanley. An opposition was threatened, but the committee’s decision 
was that one company only should exist, certain conditions being imposed. 
Those conditions were a maximum of 3s. 6d. for 14-candle gas, to which 
the company very unwillingly assented. The experiment has yet to be tried 
whether it will be remunerative. The population of Hanley is more than 
double that of Longton, and they have the advantage of possessing two 
works under one management. They supply Tunstall, which is only a few 
miles off. They also get coal by the canal, whilst we are obliged to pay 
cartage: Taking all these things into consideration, it is possible they may 
supply gas at a price at which we could not. We have, during the whole 
time of the company’s existence, laid by about £1200 as a fund to meet con- 
tingencies, and wear and tear. It has no application to dividend. At the 
— moment the mains require reconstruction, as, owing to our not 
eing able to break up the thoroughfares, our services have never been re- 
paired as they ought to have been. We have been precluded from doing 
the necessary repairs. $ 
By the Cuairman : The highways are under the control of the corporation. 
By Mr. Burke: And some of them under the Turnpike Trustees. We 
have no power to deal with them except by permission, and then we are 
liable to be indicted for a nuisance by any individual who fancies himself 
aggrieved, 








R. M. Christie, Esq., examined by Mr. Locs,. 


T am a consulting engineer, with experience in the manufacture of gas for 
twenty years. I have visited Longton, and examined the works of the 
company. I consider 3s. 9d. a decidedly low price for 13-candle gas in that 
borough. I scarcely know of a company with a lower price. 
Cross-examined by Mr. BuRKE: y live in London. I have had the ac- 
counts of the Longton Company, before me, and have been to their works. 
I tested the gas. The coals gave about 9000 feet per ton. The cost of coal 
was 9s. 6d., and 8d. for cartage, making 10s. 2d. That is a low price for 
coal. In London coal is much higher; but, owing to the magnitude of their 
consumption, some London companies may supply at 3s. 9d. I examined 
the state of the works, and they are in a good condition, and well situated. 
The illuminating power was 13} candles, without any mixture of cannel. 
By Mr. Locu: I have no knowledge of anything below ground. The 
London companies can sell various products arising from the manufacture 
much higher than in the country. The circumstances are altogether dif- 
ferent ; the consumption is so much larger. 
Thomas G. Barlow, Esq., examined by Mr. Locu. 


I am a civil engineer, and have given particular attention to gas matters. 
I have given my attention to this clause, and am of opinion that 3s. 9d. 
would be a very fair and a low price for gas of 13-candle power. In order 
that gas may be supplied at any specified illuminating power it must issue 
from the works at from 1} to 2 candles higher power. In order to make 13- 
candle gas, a certain amount of cannel coal must be used—not such as that 
produced by the witness, which would injure the gas, as it contains a large 
_—— of pyrites, but Wigan coal, which costs about 25s. per ton at 
ngton. This will increase the cost of gas about 2d. per 1000 feet; and 
that is not all, because by increasing the illuminating power the consump- 
tion will be diminished, so that instead of a consumer burning 13,000 feet 
to obtain a certain light, 12,000 would be sufficient; this would make a 
difference of about 1d. per 1000 feet. It is consistent with the company 
supplying 12-candle gas that Mr. Christie found the power at the works 
13}. Cold weather also has an effect upon the illuminating power, as it 
precipitates the hydrocarbons and lessens the light. 3s. 9d. is a low price 
compared with the maximum price allowed to other companies by Parlia- 
ment. I recollect the Hanley case last year, in Which I gave evidence. I 
said that 4s. was a reasonable price. The fact of a price of 3s. 6d. being 
imposed upon that company has no bearing upon the present inquiry; it is 
an experiment which has yet to be tried. An opposing company were 
before Parliament offering rather recklessly to supply gas at that price, and 
that no doubt guided the decision of the committee. The Hanley Company 
may make a profit of 6 or 7 per cent.; but there are many circumstances 
attaching to Hanley which do not affect Longton—for instance, their con- 
sumption is much larger, and their coal costs them less. 
Cross-examined by Mr. BurkKE: That 3s. 6d. at Hanley is a very low price. 
Mr. Burke: You will probably be surprised to hear that this very com- 
pany have been making 10 per cent. at that price ? 
Witness : They have paid it one year, but only 4, 5, 6, or 7 per cent. for 
many years. 
Mr. Burke: Is not that the history of all companies? 
Witness: Perhaps they have paid that out of a fund that ought to have 
gone to represent depreciation of works, 
Mr. Burke: Do you state that as a fact of your own knowledge? 
Witness : I saw in the accounts there was only a surplus of £150 after 
paying the dividend, which was not sufficient to represent depreciation 
uring the current year. It has been my experience that companies paying 
small dividends at first have gone on improving as the consumption increased. 
The object of this bill is to increase the supply and also the capital. 
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Mr. Burke: You say the cannel coal costs more than the common; but 
does it not also produce more gas ? 

Witness : Very little; not more than 10,500 feet per ton. 

Mr. BurKE: Does not the better quality of the gas increase the popularity, 
and consequently the consumption ? 

Witness : To a certain extent. 

Mr. Burxe: And is not a monopoly more likely to increase the profits of 
the company than where competition exists? 

Witness: Yes. 

Mr, Locu: be improving the quality of the gas there would be more de- 
mand; but would not that be balanced by the increased light ? 

Witness: Yes. 

Mr. Locu: So that setting one against the other, we fall back upon the 
higher price of cannel coal ? 

Witness : Yes. 
Mr. Locn: The object of using cannel coal is not to make more gas, but 
to improve the quality ? 

Witness: Yes. The product of a ton of cannel gas would be about 
10,500 feet of 24-candle gas; the yee of that would be 25s. The products 
from cannel coal are not so valuable as from ordinary coal; the coke is of 
very indifferent quality. In the case of the Longton Company, they would 
have no sale for coke from cannel, but would have to use it themselves in 
the best way they could. 

Mr. Locu said that was all the evidence he proposed to call upon that point. 

Mr. Burke said he had a few words to offer on behalf of the co’ tion, 
in the interests of the public. In the original bill, of which notice been 
given in the usual way, 3s. 6d. had been inserted as the price, which would 
have been quite sufficient; but no later than two days ago, without any 
notice and without giving the ratepayers an cy | of knowing any- 
thing about it, they had increased the price to 3s. 9d. He did not hesitate 
to say that if this alteration had been known in the locality with which the 
bill proposed to deal, their lordships table would have been covered with 
petitions. Upon what ground did they claim this increase of 3d. per 1000 
feet? They were told that one ton of coal would produce 9000 feet of gas, 
and they were to be charged 3d. per 1000 feet because a certain amount of 
cannel coal—they were not told how much—was used; it would only be 
sufficient to produce one additional candle; and he did not see the necessity 
for using any cannel coal, for, according to the admission of one witness, 
they now gave above 13-candle gas, which was all that the bill required. 
Mr. Christie went to see the works, tested the illuminating power, and 
found it 134 candles. Yet they proposed to give only 13-candle gas by the 
bill, and to charge an additional 3d. They did not desire to be hard upon 
the company, but they certainly looked with some jealousy upon a bill 
which, the moment it received the sanction of Parliament, would im 
upon the whole gas consuming community an additional tax of 3d. for ever 
1000 feet of gas. The question was, were they justified in so doing? It 
was in evidence that, under the disadvantages of competition, which must 
reduce the profits of gas to the re aged producing it, the charge they had 
fixed themselves was 3s. 8d., which was further reduced by discount to 
3s. 7d., and at that price the dividend for the last year had been 10 per cent. 
upon their capital, and at the same time they had laid by a reserve-fund, 
although they called it by another name, of 10 per cent. If they could go 
on paying 10 per cent. under these circumstances, when they had monopoly, 
which they had bought, and which they would not have bought if they ha 
not known the advantage which they would derive from it, they would make 
much larger profits, and therefore it was that the corporation felt them- 
selves justified in asking that the bill should not be altered as regards the 
3s. 6d. originally put in. He would even go a step further, although he had 
not the authority of his clients for so doing, and say that, if at 3s. 6d. their 
profits fell below 10 per cent., so that they had to fall back upon the reserve- 
fund, then, as soon as the existing fund was exhausted, let them take the 
3s. 9d. But, supposing they only made 7 or 8 ar cent., they had a large 
sum lying idle to supplement that dividend; they were taking a — y 
increased capital to enable them to put their works in perfect and complete 
repair, and they would not therefore want the depreciation-fund for that 
purpose. Here was this large sum of £1200 in their hands to recoup any 
deficiency in their dividends, and could they suffer by the proposition he 
made? He contended that it was impossible. It certainly was strange that 
these gentlemen did come and ask for an increased price, when, in the ad- 
joining parish of Hanley, to which so much reference been made, parties 
were going to introduce a bill for giving higher illuminating power to their 
gas, and at a lower price. Then, as regarded the cannel coal, which it was 
said would have to be used, one witness said they could get it cheaply in the 
neighbourhood; but Mr. Barlow; thinking of course, ** Oh! we shall have 
to take credit for that,’’ said it was of no use. If it were not good for 
Longton, it would not do for Hanley, and they must fetch their coal from 
elsewhere at the same expense. Granting the fact that at Longton the 
cartage amounted to 8d. per ton, the charge of 3d. per 1000 feet would amount 
to 30d. or 40d. additional; what justification was there for that? Again, as 
it was shown that at present prices they could pey 10 per cent., and by their 
bill the new capital, under the direction of Lord Redesdale, would be entitled 
to only 7 per cent., d fortiori they would be able to pay the requisite divi- 
dend upon the whole capitai, which would only average about 8}. Of 
course as their business increased their profits would increase also; and, as 
they had their works already constructed, at a considerable outlay, and 
capable of producing much more gas than they at present supplied, ever 
fresh customer was an additional profit. The preamble of the bill itse 
stated that the neighbourhood was rapidly increasing, and therefore, by 
their own evidence, as admitted by Mr. Barlow, the eminent gas engineer, 
their profits would go on increasing de anno in annum. As to that addi- 
tional candle, it was only an ingenious device to enable them to get a higher 

rice in the bill than was originally intended. They had circulated the bill 
in the neighbourhood, and bought popularity by the price of 3s. 6d., and 
then, when there was no opposition by the consumers, they were seeking 
to alter it and impose an additional tax upon the public. For that reason 
he had thought it necessary to go into the evidence ; and that already before 
the committee was quite sufficient for his pee and sufficient to justify 
the observations he had made, and he hoped it would be sufficient to induce 
their lordships to say that the clause should remain as originally drawn. 

The CHAIRMAN asked if there was any clause in the General Act providing 
— whole of the reserve-fund should be applicable to making up the 
dividend. 

Mr. Burke said it might be applied in case of any extraordinary claim or 
accident that might arise. 

Mr. Loc rose to reply, 

Mr. BuRKE tate 4 

The committee having decided to hear Mr. Locu, he said the promoters 
had not sought to buy popularity by putting in 3s. 6d. as the price in the 
bill, and they would not have altered it but for the obligations im upon 





them by Lord Redesdale, and which were not contemplated in the original 
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bill. As to the statement that they were now producing gas of 13-candle 
power for 3s. 8d., he would direct their lordships attention to the answer 
of Mr. Barlow in explanation of that statement, and Mr. Barlow’s expe- 
rience was such as to entitle what he said to the greatest weight. He ex- 
plained that in order to produce at a distance from the works gas of a certain 
quality, it must emerge from the works of a quality ae by 1} or 2 
candles to that which they afterward called it; if they had to produce 12, 
they must raise it at the works to 13}, which was just the existing state of 
things. His learned friend indicated no little distrust of his own argument 
by the offer, that if they could not keep up the 10 per cent. after having 
recourse to the reserve-fund, they might charge the 3s. 9d.; but he wished to 
recall to the memory of the committee that what had been called a reserve- 
fund was in strictness a depreciation-fund. The works had fallen much more 
out of repair than ought to have taken place, and this fund had already been 
anticipated to a great extent by these necessary +~¥ With reference to 
his friend's proposal, the General Act did a great deal better for the public 
than he pro todo. His me pee y was that if they could not keep up 
the dividen to 10 per cent., they might charge 3s. 9d.; but clause 35 of the 
Gas Clauses Act gave power to have the accounts inspected, and if the profits 
had exceeded the prescribed rate, to make such a rateable reduction as the 
court thought proper. So that immediately they touched upon the limit 
allowed by their Act, should they obtain it, or go beyond it, the law provided 
machinery by which the price would be reduced. Speaking of competition 
and monopoly, it was true they would have possession of Longton for the 
future should the bill pass, but that would not establish any very great 
difference or advantage, oe Ba they would be prevented from making any 
higher charge than at present, or at the outside more than 1d. per 1000 feet 
more for a higher quality of gas, and as they had not heretofore been 
charging the maximum which they were allowed, neither would they in 
future, unless it were necessary to keep up the profits. He would not detain 
the committee longer, the witnesses had explained that in the case of 
Hanley; the conditions had been received very unwillingly by the British 
Gaslight Company, and that the circumstances of that town were very dif- 
ferent from those of Longton. He ho the committee, looking especially 
at the changes made in the bill at Lord Redesdale’s instance, would pass the 
clause as it stood. 

The CHAIRMAN said the committee would require the original price of 
3s. 6d. to be retained, but without the proviso as to the price of coal. 

Upon clause 33, which, as originally drawn, obliged the company to lay 
service-pipes to a distance of 10 yards from their mains, some discussion 
ensued, Mr. PemBer asking that 30 yards should be substituted for 10 yards. 
The distance was ultimately fixed at 25 yards. 

} [In clause 40, which defined the manner in which the gas should be tested, 
the opponents wished to insert the words after Argand burner, ‘supported 
on an ordinary gallery without a perforated disc.” 

Mr. Locu said he should object to the insertion of these words, which 
would, in fact, be going back to the old plan, and ignoring the progress of 
science. The test was much more perfect when a perforated disc was 
employed. 

Mr. Peper said these words were inserted in the Birmingham Act passed 
a year ago. 
Thomas G. Barlow, Esq., examined by Mr. Locu. 

This model of burner (one with perforated disc) is calculated to burn gas 
of rather a low illuminating power and give a tolerably high result. This 
is the model (one without the disc) described in the Birmingham Act, 
which gives a little lower value to the gas than the other does. As I under- 
stand the clause, it rests with the company to provide the burner. Of course 
they would provide the best. If I take out the perforated disc the illu- 
minating power will be reduced perhaps 1 candle or 1}; it prevents a 
current of air and produces a steadier flame. I could construct a 
burner similar to that (the Birmingham one), by which the illuminating 

ower would be reduced to 7 candles, simply by contracting the holes and 
Cosning under a greater pressure. The one with the disc exhibits better 
the real quality of the gas than the other; it develops the illuminating 
properties of the gas better, and is a truer test. It is a burner in general 
use. The public can use them as well as any other. 

By the CHarnMAN: It is the test-burner generally used for gas of this 
quality—12, 13, or 14 candle gas. For cannel gas a different description 
altogether is used—the fish-tail or bat’s-wing. 

By Mr. Pemper: If I recollect rightly, in the Birmingham Bill it was 
required that 14-candle gas should be produced without this perforated disc. 
With it the same gas would have been about 15} candles. 

Mr. PEemser said he would leave it to the committee. It was evident 
that this burner would show 13} when the other would only give 12. The 
question was which was intended ? 

Mr. Loca said the only object was to ascertain honestly the true quality 
of the gas, and this could best be done by the improved burner. 

Witness (to Mr. Loch): The ring in which these holes are pierced is 
formed of steatite, which is not corrosive. An ordinary burner would cease 
in time to afford a true test. The test-burner in use at Birmingham 
becomes very much corroded. The perforated burner is in general use. 

The ComMITTexE decided to retain the original clause. 

On clause 48, Mr. Locu objected to a provision sought to be introduced, 
that the test should be applied 300 yards from the works, as it would require 
them to take premises be keep a person in attendance. He contended that 
an experienced person would know how,to make allowance for the gas being 
slightly better in quality at the works. 

Mr. Peper said the corporation would undertake to find premises. 

The clause was not altered. 

On the clause requiring the company to lay mains for the purpose of sup- 
plying the public — when required by the corporation, some discussion 
took place on the words providing that this should be done on condition that 
the lamps should not be more than 60 yards apart, and 

Mr. Pemper asked that the limit might be made 75 yards, but the 
alteration was ultimately disallowed. 

The next point in dispute was whether each public lamp should have a 
regulating apparatus attached to it, or whether the amount of gas consumed 
should be ascertained by meter. It was ultimately provided that either of 


case the company to supply the meters at cost price. 

Mr. Pemper said there was no clause providing a test for the purity of 
the gas, which was quite as necessary as that for testing the illuminating 
power. For testing the purity for sulphuretted hydrogen there was only 
one method—the application of a certain test-paper as it issued from the 
pipe. He proposed substantially the same clause as was in the British Gas 
Company’s (Staffordshire Potteries) Bill, the Birmingham and Staffordshire, 
and other Acts, and this his friend agreed to; he also wished the clause to be 


be applied. His clause was, ‘‘ All gas supplied by the company shall be so 
r free from sulphuretted hydrogen as not to discolour moistened test-paper 





these plans might be adopted at the option of the corporation ; in the latter | 


more explicit as to pressure, and the length of time the test-paper was to | 





imbued with acetate or carbonate of lead, when such paper is exposed for 
one minute to a current of gas issuing under a pressure of 5/10ths of an inch 
of water, and shall not contain more than 20 grains of sulphur and 5 graius of 
ammonia in any form in 100 cubic feet of gas;’’ adding a proviso that the 
oo and the council might at any time by agreement fix upon any other 
method of testing. This clause was put in two bills—the Brighton and the 
Hove bills—and he had no doubt that the clause which his friend offered 
would be worked out in substantially the same way; but this clause gave 
additional protection to the consumer, as it added certain conditions under 
which the test was to be applied. 

Mr. Locu said that science was constantly making progress, and scientific 
tests were subject to continual modification, and therefore it was much 
better to say simply what should not be allowed than to prescribe the exact 


mode of ascertaining the quality, leaving it to the scientific men of the day}, 


to find what was the best test for the purpose. 

After some further conversation, the clause proposed by the corporation 
received the ~~ pa of the committee ; and a clause was added, providing 
that the method known as Dr. Letheby’s sulphur test should be employed in 
ascertaining the amount of sulphur contained in the gas. 

The other clauses were agreed to, and the bill as amended was ordered to 
be reported. 


RYDE GAS BILL. 
Wepnespay, Marcu 14, 

Mr. Carvert and Mr. Ricuarps appeared for the promoters. The only 
opposing petitioners were the commissioners of Ryde, who were not repre- 
sented by counsel, Mr. Hearne, their solicitor, appearing on their behalf. 

Mr. Catvert said this bill was introduced for the purpose of incorporating 
the Ryde Gas and Coke Company, for the purpose of lighting the town of 
Ryde. The works were constructed in 1847, on some marshy ground outside 
the bulk of the town; their present capital was £15,000, in 1500 shares of 
£10 each, and from time to time various sums of money had been expended 
in addition, exceeding £3700; in fact, as their lordships would see, £5000 
had been expended, but it was only proposed to capitalize £3750, by adding 
£2 10s. to each share. They now proposed to increase the total capital to 
£50,000, and to ask for a dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. on the original 
£10 shares, and 5 per cent. on the £2 10s. per share added, making £18,750, 
and 7 per cent. upon a new issue of shares to the extent of £31,250. This 
they hoped would relieve them from the necessity from again coming before 
the committee for twelve or fifteen years. Ryde was a rapidly increasing 
place, so that he did not think the committee would be of opinion that they 
were asking for too much. They had been going on with the works for a 
long time, and had purchased ,their land on a lease subject to lives, Her 
Majesty being one, and with a fine of £100 renewable for ever, and at a 
ground rent of £50 a year, which was a heavy ground rent, the property 
having been acquired exclusively for the purposes of the gas establishment. 
The plan showed the different portions of ground which they had originally 
acquired, and also that subsequently acquired under long lease, and of which 
they wished to purchase the reversion; upon some of the land, however, 
they had no idea of putting any works, but as the lease was all sold together 
they had been compelled to take it. The price had been gradually reduced 
from 15s. per 1000 feet, in 1847, down to ds. at the present time ; and their 
dividends also, which at first were very small, had gradually increased until 
now avery satisfactory dividend was obtained. Their limit was proposed to 
extend to a radius of two miles each way from the clock tower in the centre 
of the existing works. He was happy to say that they had only one opposing 

etition—from the board of commissioners, and they said that under the 

yde Improvement Act they had power to supply the town with gas, and 
under the 81st section of the Town Act to buy the works of the gas company. 
Now the position was simply this: the commissioners had had for many 
years the power of purchasing these works (by agreement only, it was not 
compulsory on the company to sell), but had never given notice of any wish 
to purchase; but now that the company were coming for parliamentary 
powers, in order to be put upon the same footing as other gas companies, for 
they wished no further powers than were included in the General Act, they 
objected. The company had already conferred great benefit on the town, 
and with the additional works which they contemplated, that benefit would 
be greatly increased ; and seeing that the commissioners had for so many 
years shown no desire to interfere, the pe thought they were now 
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Justified in coming to the Legislature and asking to be put on an indepen- 
dent footing. With the increase of the land of the company the public 
had nothing at alltodo. The petition alleged that the company wished | 
to acquire the freehold of their present works, and so they did, as| 
they would thereby be released from several inconvenient restrictions. | 
It was also said that at the time their works were established, they were at a 

considerable distance from any dwelling-houses, but that many had been | 
erected in the neighbourhood since; it was true a few had been built, but | 
they had had no complaint from any one of damage to his property, and it was 
quite certain that no injury was contemplated. Again, it was said that 
“recent experience had shown that it was desirable that gas-works should 
be placed at a distance from any houses, and therefore it was not expedient 
that the works of the Ryde Gas Company should be continued or extended | 
on their present site ;” but if people chose to build near the gas-works it | 
was at their own discretion. Gas-works could not be continually shifting 
about as buildings were brought nearer to them, Again, they said that it 
was inexpedient that the powers of the Gas Act should be exercised within 
the town of Ryde. Well, it was for them to show what difference there was 
between Ryde and other places, and why these provisions should not be 
extended to Ryde as well as other towns. Then they said it would create a 
permanent monopoly; but he would call their lordships attention to the } 
fact that nota single complaint was made of the quality, supply, or price | 
of the gas. If there had been any ground of complaint no doubt it would | 
have appeared in the petition; but on looking into this document he could | 
only find these objections, that the company would have a permanent cha- 

racter, and obtain more land and create more works; in other words, be able 

to serve the town better than they had done hitherto, and he therefore con- 





| fidently left his case in the hands of the committee. 


| acquired in 1838, and upon w 


| 
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Mr. George Garnet, examined by Mr, Ricuarps. | 
| 


I am an associate of the Institute of Civil Engineers, and have been for 
four years manager and secretary of the company, having cutire manage- | 
ment. It was originally established in 1838. It was reformed and fully 
constituted in 1848, under a deed of settlement. From the time of its 
original inception the company have lighted Ryde and the neighbourhood | 
with gas. On the plan the eae land represents the land originally 

ich the present works are erected. They 
have also subsequently acquired, under long lease, the part marked blue 
and green. We have no intention of putting any works upon the part 
marked red, but we do upon that on each side of the railway, marked green 
and blue. There is a gasholder partly finished on one portion. a 
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By the Cuarnman: The railway is not yet made. 

By Mr. Ricuarps: We have ey any a lease of 999 years of the red and 
green land; we wish to purchase the reversion. One piece was taken 
especially for gas-works, and a high rent charged accordingly. On the red 
land there are several high class houses. We do not propose to disturb 
them. We have no objection from any of these occuants. Our paid-up 
capital is £15,000. We have honestly and truly expended that on our works. 

e have also spent a sum of £5000 out of accumulated profits. We are at 

resent a joint-stock association having no limit to our dividend, and might 
oa divided the whole of that £5000. Instead of so doing, we have spent 
it in plant, giving the public the full benefit. We now propose to capitalize 
£9750 of that—viz., £2 10s. per share upon each original share of £10, 
making them all £12 10s. shares, and giving a capital of £18,750. Upon 
the original — of £15,000 we ask for 10 per cent., but upon the £2 10s. 
increase only 5 per cent. I am prepared to give the details upon which the 
£5000 has been spent. Ryde is wonderfully increasing, and the gas con- 


\{sumption has doubled within five years, being much larger than I ever heard 


of elsewhere. Looking at these circumstances, a capital of £50,000 is very 
reasonable, adding £31,250 to our present capital, and asking for 7 per cent. 
dividend upon it. We also ask for borrowing powers to the extent of one- 
fourth. We have no limit at present, but we propose to take a radius of two 
miles from our works, Those are reasonable limits, and will enable us to 
satisfactorily supply the district for many years. I consider the additional 
capital will all be spent in ten years. ' 

By the CommirrEE: The present population is a little over 11,000; of 
course, much increased during the season, I do not know the exact acreage 
“ed ~~ present supply. It includes the whole of Ryde, and some parts 

vond, 

By Mr. Ricnarps: At present our works will produce 30 million cubic 
feet. Our last year’s consumption was 20 millions. We are virtually a 
consumers company, having 48 resident shareholders, 33 of whom are con- 
sumers of gas, and only 14 non-residents. ; 

Mr. Hxarnz (solicitor to the commissioners) rose to cross-examine the 
witness, and explained to the committee that as there had been a consider- 
able difference of opinion amongst the commissioners whether or not the bill 
should be opposed, it was determined to keep the expenses down as much as 
possible, and therefore no counsel had been retained. 

The CHArRMAN said he had understood the ‘numbers were equal on both 
sides of the question. 

Mr. Hearne said that was not so. There must be a majority of those 
present in order to carry a resolution, At the meeting on Saturday last 
several commissioners were present who were also shareholders in the gas 
company, and could not therefore vote; and consequently the bill was 
opposed in accordance with a resolution come to at a previous meeting. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Hearne: During the time I have been secretary 
I have never found any inconvenience in the way of opening the streets. 
The express object of seeking coger powers is in order that the com- 
pany may have the security of the Act, and that we may have a better title 
to our property. There has been no refusal on the part of the commissioners 
to allow us to carry on our works. Everything has gone on very pleasantly. 
We think it very hard that the commissioners should not have exercised the 
powers they hold during the last ten years, whilst we have been struggling 
upwards, and should now come and want to take it out of our hands when it 
begins to be profitable. Our dividends commenced at 2} in 1839, and have 
gradually increased to the present time, when it is 8 per cent. On the 
average, it has been 53 since 1839. In addition to that, we have expended 
the sum mentioned on works. There has never been any difficulty in laying 
down our mains outside the town. We have received permission from the 
proper authorities. I believe that the Act would confer an increased value 
upon the works, so that if the commissioners buy them they will have to 

ay more; most decidedly if we spend more money we shall expect to have 
it back. Independently of that, the works would cost the town more pro- 
bably than at present. Under the bill of 1854, the commissioners would be 
still able to start gas-works of their own; so that, if we refused to sell our 
works, there might be competition. This would be greatly to the prejudice 
of the public interest. We have recently purchased the land by the rail- 
way ; we only have the lease at present, and our object is to get the free- 
hold. We could not get the other portion separate, as it was put up by 
auction in one lot; we did not want those houses. We are advised that 
freehold land is more valuable, and Lord Redesdale requires a freehold title. 
The small slip of land separated from the works by the railway weuld be 
available for many purposes—coal-stores, for instance. The land on the 
other side of the stream, in St. Helen’s parish, would not be so suitable ; 
there is often six feet of water over it, The new capital we propose to raise 
is with a view to increase the works — their present site, and also for 
mains—generally for the usual capital purposes. The greater proportion 
will probably be expended in mains for new districts. From past experience 
we expect our <a will be doubled in eight years, and quadrupled in 
twelve. I cannot give the exact ratio of increase in each particular year. 
We have just erected a new gasholder and retort-house, consequently we 
shall not want to extend our works for some time; probably not for seven 
or eight years, Land in the neigbourhood of the works has recently been 
sold. Several houses have been built on the west side of Monckton Street, 
opposite the land taken by us. I consider that gas-works improve the sani- 
tary condition of a neighbourhood; whether agreeably so or not depends 
on the way in which they are conducted. I have had my attention directed 
to the accident at Nine Elms, but I do not consider there is any danger to 
houses in the immediate vicinity of gas-works. At gasholder cannot explode 
unless atmospheric air is mixed with the gas. 1 do not believe such an 
accident could occur at Ryde, because we are more cautious and have better 
governors; it would be hardly possible with the construction of our 
apparatus. 

By Mr. Ricwarps: Carburetted hydrogen gas, unless mixed with at- 
mospheric air, is not explosive. The average dividend of 53 is calculated 
upon the moneyed capital only. We desire to be put under the ordinary 
powers, and not to be subject to the authority of the commissioners; for ten 
years they have had the option of purchasing, but they never made an 
application to do so. If we refuse to sell, the local board may start works of 
their own. We have given the proper notices to all persons in the neigh- 
bourhood of the works. There is no petition against the bill, except from 
the commissioners. 

By the Commirrger: The houses on the red portion of the plan have been 
built many years. 

homas G. Barlow, Esq., examined by Mr. Ricwarps. 

I have inspected the Ryde Gas-Works, and me the district which they 
propose to supply. They are admirably constructed and well adapted for 
the coonemnloel poodustion of gas; they have made 20 millions of cubic féet 
im a year, and are capable of producing 30 millions. I think the consump- 
tion will be quadrupled in about ten years; it has doubled within the last 
five years, The additional eapital of £31,250 is a very reasonable amount, 








| and will not probably carry them on for more than twelve or fourteen years. 





The present works may suffice for three or four years, but new rains will 
be required almost directly. They will require two sets of mains, the high 
level and the low level. The works are already adapted to two governors, 
so that they can separate the supply for each district ; that will require an 
immediate ne of about £3000, that is for the purpose of distri- 
buting 30) millions of cubic feet. Something also will be required for the 
enfranchisement of the land; I have reckoned £3000 or £4000 for that pur- 
pose. The purifying apparatus is in good order, and the works generally 
are well conducted. I should advise, however, that oxide of iron be used 
for purifying instead of lime, as it does not require to be removed from the 
works, Lime is more effective, but there is the risk of nuisance in carting 
it away. I was not aware that the bill contained a clause authorizing the 
use of peroxide of iron for this purpose. 


Mr. Ricnuarps: With regard to the accident at Nine Elms, do you ap- 
prehend there is any risk to houses in the proximity of a gasholder? 

Witness: Certainly not; such an accident never occurred before, and is 
not likely to occur again. There was an escape of gas from the governor, 
the instrument by which the pressure is regulated, and that formed an 
explosive mixture in the meter-house; that was ignited by a light from the 
carpenters shop, and the explosion blew the walls of the meter-house into 
the gasholder and fractured it; the wall of the meter-house was driven like 
a bullet into the gasholder, and allowed a large quantity of gas to escape, 
which then ignited. There was no explosion in the gasholder. 

By Mr. Hearne: Parliamentary powers increase the value of the work® 
to the gas company. 

By Mr. Ricuarps: And also to the inhabitants. Any individual who 
happened to be inconvenienced by the opening of the streets at present 
might bring an action against the company for a nuisance, notwithstanding 
they had permission. The Ryde Commissioners had no power to lay gas- 
pipes under the Town Act. The company were not only at the mercy of 
any individual, but also at the mercy of the landowners; an action would 
lie against the company for laying pipes in their freehold. 


The CuatrMan : How do they lay them at present ? 

Witness : Simply by sufferance. 

By the Cuarrman: The illuminating power is about 13 candles; they 
use a little cannel coal. The ground taken under the bill is quite sufficient 
for the future development of the works. 

Mr. Ricuarps said he did not feel justified in protracting the case any 
further, nor did he know what he could prove more than he had done 
already. He did not know whether his friend opposed the preamble. 

Mr. HEARNE said most certainly he did, inasmuch as it affected the 
local Act. 

The CuarmMan said there was no clause in the bill which interfered with 
the power of purchase given by the local Act. 

Mr. Ricuarps said he understood those powers would remain the same 
as before. 

Mr. Hearne said he did not so understand it. 

The CHAIRMAN said if there were any doubt about it, he supposed they 
would not object to introduce a special clause. 

Mr. Ricuarps said of course they would be bound by any intimation to | 
that effect from the committee, but they did feel that after ten years had 
elapsed without any suggestion even on the part of the commissioners that 
they would like to purchase the works, now when they were about to spend 
more capital and make the works more efficient, and were applying for par- 
liamentary powers, they might, at least, leave matters as they were. 

Mr. Hearye said he did not propose to call any witnesses. The case of 
the Ryde Commissioners was a very simple one, and he hoped to be able to | 
put it clearly before the committee. The Act of 1854, which incorporated | 
the Ryde Commissioners, gave them express power to construct gas-works | 
within the town and to supply the town with gas, and it enabled them | 
either to purchase existing gas-works or to construct others. The latter) 
part of the clause contained the proviso that before entering into competition | 
with the Ryde Gas Company they should give them the option of selling | 
their works. This clause had remained dormant, as the promoters alleged, | 
for a period of twelve years since the passing of the Act; but why? ‘The| 
Ryde Gas Company had gone on during the whole of that time most satis- | 
factorily both to themselves and to the public; the streets had only ners 





opened at such times and under such regulations as the Ryde Commissioners 
had prescribed, and no inconvenience had arisen in any instance to the 
public or to individuals. Year by year, as the gas company increased in 
prosperity, they had acted fairly by the town in reducing the price of the | 
gas, and there was no complaint against them in that respect, and so long 
as the present state of things continued, there was no probability of any | 
complaint arising; but when they became independent of the commissioners, | 
and were able of their own mere will at all times and seasons to break up | 
the streets, they might do so at very inconvenient times. They had gone 
on very well and comfortably up to the present time, both attending to the 
wants of the town and securing a fair profit to themselves; and he attended 
on the part of the commissioners to ask that no alteration should be made. 
The preamble of the bill gave no reasons why any alteration should be| 
made; it did not allege, as was usually the case, that inconvenience had 
arisen from the existing state of things; and therefore there was no reason | 
why it should be altered. It was quite competent to the company to in-| 
crease their capital and limit their liability, and do everything which an} 
Act of Parliament would enable them to do, under the provsions of the| 
Joint-Stock Companies Act; the only additional power they would get by| 
an Act of Parliament would be the power to break up the streets. He asked | 
also if the right of purchase on the part of the commissioners were to con- 
tinue. If so, it ought not to be prejudiced by the addition of parliamentary 
= giving an extra value to the works, and the ratepayers ought not to 

e called upon to pay more money than they would be if the Act were not 
passed. If the purchase were made now, the shareholders would receive a/ 
full and fair value for their property, but if this Act were obtained, it would | 
give an ideal and fancy value to the concern, and the consequence would be 
that the shareholders would receive a large profit out of the pockets of the 
ratepayers at large, without any corresponding benefit being conferred upon 
those ratepayers. He believed that if any of the directors of the company 
had come before them they would have said that there was no actual object! 
to be obtained by the Act beyond the power of breaking up the streets, and | 
it had not been shown that any necessity existed for giving them that 

ower. Mr. Garnett had stated that not only within the boundaries, but 

eyond, no inconvenience or difficulty had arisen in that respect. He ap- 
peared as the representative of the commissioners, who represented the 
ratepayers, and his case was simply that the preamble of the bill ought not 
to be passed, because no sufficient case had been made out for it; and if their | 
lordships were of a different opinion, he should ask them to insert such 
clauses as would protect the interests of the town. 

Mr. Ricuarps said he had very few remarks to offer. 
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The CHarrMAN said he should like to hear read the minute of the resolu- 
|tion passed at the commissioners meeting. 
| Mr, HEARNE read the minutes of the meeting held Feb. 20, 1866, when 
| there were present 27 commissioners, being the entire body. ‘The resolution, 
|which was moved by Mr. White, was in these words—‘* That the Ryde Gas 
Bill now before Parliament be opposed, and that the petition read be signed 
and sealed,”’ &c. For the resolution, 16; against it, 11. 

The CuarrMAn said the commiitee would not trouble Mr. Richards to 
‘address them upon the preamble, as they were prepared to pass it; but there 
ought to be some provision for reducing the price of the gas if the business 
increased to a large extent. 








jit limited the dividend to a certain rate per cent. ; 
‘reached, and a reserve-fund equal to one-tenth of the capital provided, they 
| were obliged to reduce the price, and this could be enforced by an application 
jto the court of quarter session. This had operated most beneficially in 


not actually put in force ; but the fact was, the gas companies did not wait 
for an application to quarter sessions, but reduced the price of gas of their 
own accord. 

The CHAIRMAN inquired what was the price of coals at Ryde. 

Mr. Ricnarps said the price at present was 17s. 


the profits, the company should be obliged to lay before the commissioners a 
statement of their accounts every year, in order that the ratepayers might 
know when to expect a reduction. 5 

Mr. Ricuarps said the General Act provided that the statement of ac- 
counts should be laid annually before the clerk of the peace for the county. 

Mr. Hearne said the county town was Winchester, and it would be very 
inconvenient if they had to go there to look at the accounts. : 

It was ultimately agreed that a copy of the accounts should be deposited 
with the clerk to the commissioners. 

On clause 69, the illuminating power was raised from 12 to 14 candles. 

Mr. Hearne asked for the insertion of 2 clause restraining the indiseri- 
minate opening of the streets, and providing that w ithout the consent of the 
commissioners they should not be opened during the summer months. 

Mr. Ricnarps otjected to the General Act being restricted in its opera- 
tions by particular limitations which were not required. It required notice 
to be sent to the persons having the control of the streets, and then the 
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Mr. Ricarps said the operation of the Gas Clauses Act secured that, as | 
and when that was | : 
| of 1854, but those powers were not compulsory, which his friend now wished | 


various places, though many persons did not think so, because the Act was | 


Mr. HEARNE suggested that as the reduction of price would depend upon | 
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proceedings were to be under their superintendence, and according to a re 
approved by them; in case of any difference, the matter to be decided by) 
two justices. 

The Committee declined to insert the clause. : 

Mr. Hearne then asked that a special clause should be introduced, | 
making it perfectly clear that the power of purchase might be exercised by 
the commissioners as before, and that in any such case the value of the 
works and premises should be taken only as their value for the purposes con- | 
templated in the Act, and not as building land. They had taken the land | 
for gas-works only, but if the commissioners bought it they might see fit to, 
remove the works to a less objectionable site. ee 

Mr. Ricwarps said he had understood the committee to intimate a desire 
for the insertion of a clause keeping alive the powers contained in the Act 





to make them; and he also, with something which he declined to describe | 


| as audacity, asked that the property instead of being fairly valued should be | 


valued under a kind of limitation, so that the commissioners might buy it | 
simply as gas-works, and then sell it again as building land at a handsome 
profit. He never heard a cooler proposition. 

The CuarrMAN said the committee were unanimously of opinion that a || 
clause should be inserted keeping alive the 85th section of the Ryde Improve- || 
ment Act exactly as it stood. | 

Mr. Ricnanps said these powers had now been in operation ten’years, and || 
during that time not the slightest disposition had been shown to take advan- 


| tage of them. Now this naturally created a feeling of instability in regard || 
| to the property, and he thought it only just that some limitation should be | 
put to the time within which those powers might be exercised. | 


Mr. Hearne asked that no further restrictions should be put upon the | 
commissioners than they were under at present. | 
The CHAIRMAN said the committee were unanimously of opinion that a) 
limit of five years should be introduced into the proposed clause. | 
Mr. Hearye said in that case he would prefer to leave the matter as it}! 
stood, without any special clause. If the proposed limitation were inserted | 
he should have to object to it elsewhere. 
The CHarrMaN, after a short consultation, said the committee were of || 
opinion that on general grounds the clause with the limitation cught to be || 
inserted. They had nothing to do with what took place elsewhere. 1! 
No other alterations were made, and the bill as umended was ordered to | | 
be reported. 
cesaceaeama \ 





BIRMINGHAM 





£570,959 5 0 


INCOME. 

Sale of gas, after deducting discounts, adjustments, and bad 
debts, and expenses of public lamps. s+ & @*% 

Coke and breeze al Gy oo ae ee oe 

Tar, ammoniacal liquor, sundries, and profit on fittings . , 


£29,814 7 8 
13,237 5 10 
$,045 12 11 


£16,097 6 5 


BIRMINGHAM GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 
Balance-Sheet, December 31, 1865. 





Miscellaneous Pews. 


THE ACCOUNTS OF THE BIRMINGHAM GAS COMPANIES, FOR THE HALF YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1865. 
AND STAFFORDSHIRE GASLIGHT COMPANY. 











{ 
Dr. *vofit and Loss Account, December 31, 1865. Cr. | 
i a ee eee eee . £36,645 17 10 By Balance brought from last half year’s account. . . . £19,123 12 L } 
Purifying materials and process . . . . . . = 53115 3 Sale of gas, alter deducting fur estimated discounts and | 
Repair and maintenance of meters, mains, service-pipes, bad debts ak oe a . . « « « 55,362 16 10 I] 
and other works : Sareea: Oe FD eee ae eee eee 21,173 11 6 
MES nile, eh Soe de tae Re Os th  « Soe s Tar and other residuals, and fittings. . . . . . «© “7,411 12 3 
Lamps (providing, lighting, extinguishing, cleaning, and | 
repairing) +e We eS ° iy - 4117213 2 ! 
ee ee or ee ee ee 1,082 10 10 | 
Salaries, collectors commission, and payments todirectors 5,38413 5 | 
Interest on loans .. Pee oe a ee 649 9 1 
Professional charges and incidentalexpenses . . . , 440 6 8 
One per cent. on cost of works for depreciation . . , 4,298 0 0 
Dividends paid to proprietors, viz. :— 
10 per cent. per annum on £320,400 capital, raised 
under Act of 8&9 Vict.,c.66. . . . . . . 16,020 0 0 
74 per cent. per annum on £75,000 capital, raised 
mee mee me ae Ven Gi. ss lk tl th kl 2,812 10 0 
Miscellaneous payments . cs 2 6 6 + we. we 16216 9 
Amount carried to reserve-fund . . . . 2. 6 . 291 2 1 
Balance carried to next half year’s account. , , 21,683 10 6 
£103,071 12 8 £103,071 12 8 
Dr. Balance-Sheet. Cr. 
To Capital raised under Act Vict.8&9,c.66 . . . » .£320,400 0 0 By Cost of works, June 30,1865 . . . . £429,796 11 7 
Ditto ditto Vict.21,c-l. . . . . . . . . 100,000 0 0 Deduct for depreciation, , . . « «+ 4,298 0 0 
Ditto ditto Vict. 27 & 28, not bearing divideud. 10,906 0 0 a nS 
Amount ofloans, . .... . x 32,925 0 0 £425,498 11 7 
cer nirtgslhe. ae ne ae on a a 54,750 12 2 Addextensionsmadeduring thehalf year, 25,847 14 2 
Amount owing by the company 3 es 26,791 2 1 : ———— £451,346 5 9 
Unclaimed dividends. . . . ° 127 0 3 Amount invested of the reserve-fund. . . . « « « 37,280 9 7 
Amount prepaid on the Sth cal! d 3,376 0 0 I a aid ie es tk Pie tak eda a 567 0 O 
Balanceasabove. . . 6 « © «© + + «© «© « + 21,683 10 6 Amount owing to the company for gas, coke, residual 


products, fittings, &c. (exclusive of estimated bad 
. 68,769 








| 2 ree i rrr 7 
i 4 eee Ss Bee 
Residual products and other stock ae. e « 2,850 0 0 
Cash in hands of treasurer and cashier , ., .« « e« . 3136 4 1 

£570,959 5 0 
EXPENDITURE. 


Management— 
Office salaries, collectors commissions, 
and payments to directors and auditors. 
Stationery, printing, and incidental ex- 
Ss... « «45. s 2. 6 6 
Repairs and alterations of offices and 
workshops . . 6 © © « «© « » 


£2,103 15 5 
453 8 5 
87 14 10 





£2,644 18 8 
Manufacture of gas— 


Coals, including tonnage and delivery, £22,145 16 10 
Purifying materials and wages. . . « 606 11 1 
Supervision and labour. .... . 5,797 8 4 
Retorts, tools, implements, with ordinary 

repairs and maintenance of premises , 812 1 7 
Levies, rates, and taxes. . . . «. e 1,238 9 5 
Ground-rent on leasehold works . . . 51 8 1 


. 30,651 15 4 
Distribution— 
Ordinary repairs and maintenance of mains, with costs 


epee space odo e. te To ae eee 1,299.11 8 
Meters— 
Restoring, replacing, and maintaining , ss» owe aes 
Law and parliamentary expenses. . . . 2... 40 13 10 
Interest paid on loancapital . . . . . 1 ww 802 2 2 
Balance, being shareholders profit , . . . « « » 9,323 8 6 


£46,097 6 5 
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bs COMMERCIAL GAS COMPANY. 

The Ordinary Half-Yearly Meeting of the Proprietors of this Company 
was held at the London Tavern, on Friday, April 6—James' Holbert 
Wutson, Esq., in the chair. 

The CHarrMaN, in opening the proceedings, said he regretted that he was 
called upon to occupy the place of his esteemed friend, Mr. Salisbury Butler; 


invigorate his strength to fight their parliamentary battles, he was sure he 
need offer no apology for his absence on this occasion. 

The SECRETARY (Mr. Jaques) having read the advertisement convening 
the meeting, the corporate seal of the company was affixed to the register of 
shareholders, 


but, as that gentleman was now taking advantage of the recess, that he might | 





| 


STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS, 
Showing the Actual State and Condition of the Concerns of the Commercial Gas Company, for the Six Months, ending the 31st day of December, 1865. 


The following report, with the accounts appended, was then presented :— i 


The directors report that the net profits of the company for the half year ending 
December 31, 1865, amount to £26,585 16s. 5d., and they recommend the payment 
of a dividend at the rate of £5 per cent. (less income-tax), for the half year, and 
that the balance be invested in Government securities and added to the reserve-tund, 
as provided by the Act of Parliament. 

The investigation about to take place before a committee of the House of Commons 
with reference to the supply of gas, will be carefully watched by your directors ; 
they cannot, however, but express the opinion that this company has no cause to 
fear full inquiry. 

The following directors—viz., Richard Bradshaw, Thomas Brushfield, and John 
Solomons, Esqs.—go out of office, and, being eligible, have given notice that they 
will offer themselves for re-clection. 

Henry Webb, Esq., one of the auditors, retires by rotation, and, being eligible, 
has given notice that he intends to offer himself for re-election. 








Statute, or Authority, under which raised. 


Number of Shares, 





RIN cae siahcanh ile. ai 8! Set ae ie care Be 


I. CapitaL.—State of the Account at the End of the above Six Months. 


| Amount per Share, | Paid up per Share. 








Total Paid up. Total Capital. 











CommeERcIAL Gas Act, 
15 & 16 Vicroria, cap. 155. 


ee a ee ee ee ee ee oe ee 





Il. Revenve.— Account during the above Six Months. 








RECEIPT. 
Sale of gas— 
At 4s. per 1000 feet Se . £54,753 7 6 
Public lighting and contracts 7,344 11 6 
—— 62,097 19 0 
Sale of residual products— 
Coke a ee a £10,182 7 1 
Pe: « 6 we 2 & «ws 531 9 3 
ee eae ee eee 1,790 18 7 
Ammoniacalliquid. . . . 902 3 0 2 
13,356 17 11 
a as 878 6 7 





3 6 


£76,333 


The CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, I shall now proceed, in accordance with the 
usual custom, to make a few observations upon the report and accounts. 
And I think I cannot commence my remarks better than by expressing to 
you our satisfaction at the favourable balance-sheet we are able to lay before 
you. Notwithstanding the reduction in the price of gas during the whole 
period under review, we are enabled to — to you a dividend of the 
same amount as on former occasions. may say that this is in a great 
measure owing to the protection we receive from the Metropolis Gas Act. 
Our attention and the attention of our engineer have not been diverted from 
the legitimate channels-of-business; we have not been called upon to com- 
pete with reckless adventurers, so that we have been in a position to attend 


very material reason why we are able to declare, under the reduced price, 
the dividend we propose to-day. There is another part of our balance-sheet 
to which I have no doubt. you have already directed your attention. It is 
rather extraordinary that-on the debit side you will find the item ‘“‘ Law 
and parliamentary charges,”’ opposite to which you will find a blank. This 
certainly is very satisfactory to us. For the corresponding period of last 
year there was a charge of £37 3s, under this head, and last half year 
it was only £11 17s. 3d. But, gentlemen, while this may be very satisfac- 
tory to us and to you, it may be painful to our friend the solicitor on my 
right, and therefore I will not longer dwell upon it, but proceed to refer 
to our works, I am happy to say that those works which we have from 
time to time reported to you as in progress during the last few years are now 
completed. Our large gasholder has withstood all the tempests and shocks 
of the last winter, and our retort-house, now that it is furnished with retorts, 
will enable us to make a much larger supply of gas than we have hitherto 
been called on todo. I shall not take up your time by going into the details 
of our secondary products. Our excellent chairman is more apt at figures 
upon this subject than I am, and year after year he has told you that our 
works are not so advantageously placed as some others for the sale of coke, 
and, with regard to residual products, we are occasionally obliged to take 
contracts which we do not exactly like. As regards the illuminating power 
and the purity of our gas, I am happy to say we have the testimony of 
independent parties that the illuminating power has always been above the 
parliamentary standard, and that in quality it has been as pure as the science 
of the present day will enable us to make it. Gentlemen, before I sit down 
you will expect that I should say a few words upon the measure promoted 

y the corporation of the City of  cuien for the supply of the City with gas in 
competition with the three existing companies. But, gentlemen, as that bill 
has been read a second time, and referred to a select committee of the House 
of Commons, I think it.is rather beyond the pale of public discussion. At 
the same time, I-may express my- opinion that I have no apprehension it 
will pass into an Act. have too much confidence in the honesty and 
integrity of a conmmittet of the House of Commons to suppose for 2 moment 





solely to our work, which is, to give a good supply to the public: that is a | 


17,481-2/5ths-1/10th-1/20th £25 0 0 £25 0 0 £437,038 15 0 
8-4/5ths-1/10th | Various. 151 10 0 
= = £437,190 5 0 
17,490-2 /5ths 1/20th| 
| Rate per Cent. | Amount. 
4 eeee 500 0 0 


| 
} 
| 


We have examined the above accounts, and certify them to be correct. 








that, in order to sanction a speculative scheme of this kind, they will | easy task to raise the concern from the state of depression in which it for- 
set aside a measure passed after the strictest investigation and the most | merly existed. The directors had always been ready to adopt every new 








Total capital £437,690 5 0 











EXPENDITURE. 














Management— 
Directorsallowances . . ... £ 750 0 0 
Salaries of secretary and clerks . 1,343 8 8 
Collectors commission and pay . 45515 9 
Rent, rates, and taxes of offices . . 50 0 0 
Stationery, printing, and gencral 
Se de ue oe a 1,027 4 0 
Paymenttoauditors . .... 75 0 0 
Manufacture of gas— ——_———. £3,701 8 5 
Coals, including carriage, dues, Kc. £30,644 6 7 
Purifying materials, a er ae 900 0 0 
Supervision and labour 9,290 14 9 
Tools and other implements. . 241 911. 
Ordinary repair and maintenance of 
ee <a «6 Se oe Ne 2,008 16 1 ‘ 
Rents, rates, and taxes of manufac- 
Os ss a eS : we % 1,194 7 4 
—— 44,279 14 8 
Distribution, including service-mains, pipes, &e.— 
Ordinary repairand maintenance . . . . . . 1,088 7 7 
Meters— 
Restoring and replacing . . . . . + © « « 667 19 9 
Law and parliamentary charges . . . . . 1. 6 « « 
Interest paid from profits on £500, borrowed capital, at 4 
per cent, CSG ae ae er es 916 8 


26,585 16 5 


£76,333 3 6 
CuARtes Satispury Burier, Chairman. 
GrORGE Jaques, Secretary. 


Balance for shareholders profit, 


mature consideration, and-which has been of such immense benefit to the 
public. To the same committee has also been referred the whole ques- 
tion of the gas supply of the metropolis. Gentlemen, we rejoice at it; 
we are perfectly prepared to give an account of our stewardship, and to fur- 
nish the committee with every information in our power. I think the result 
of such an inquiry must be beneficial to your interests. Need I take up 





your time by any further observations? I shall be happy to listen to any re- 
marks you may bn to make, and to give the best reply in my power to any 
questions which you may wish to put tome. I beg now to move—‘ That | 
the report and accounts be received, adopted, and entered on the minutes.” | 

Mr. Ruopes seconded the motion, and asked whether the chairman could 
give any information relative to the leakage of gas. 

The CuarrMan said he was happy to state it was not large—he believed 
it was about 10 or 11 per cent. The diminution of leakage had arisen from 
the circumstance that large leading mains had been substituted for the small | 
ones formerly in use, by which the initial pressure had been reduced, 

Mr. Box said he was very happy to hear so satisfactory a statement in 
reference to the leakage. He thought no other company in London could | 
boast of so small a per centage, and it showed that great care and attention | 
was paid to the subject by the executive of the company. He had nothing | 
further to add than that he congratulated the shareholders upon the present 
prosperity in their affairs. 

The motion was then put and carried unanimously. 

The CuarrMAN moved—“ That pursuant to the recommendation of: the | 
board of directors, a dividend at the rate of 5 per cent. for the half year end- | 
ing the 31st of Deeember last, less income-tax, be declared, and that cheques 
for the same be forwarded to the shareholders on Monday the 9th inst.” 

Mr. Ropes seconded the motion, which was at once put and carried. 

The retiring directors, Messrs. Bradshaw, Brushfield, and Solomons, and | 
the retiring auditor, Mr. Webb, were severally re-elected. 

Mr. BRUSHFIELD, in returning thanks, said it was to him a matter of 
great satisfaction that, after serving the company for a period of 25 years, | 
he was still thought worthy of the confidence of the proprietors. He could | 
assure the meeting that during his connexion with the board it had always 
been his study to deserve their approval by a careful attention to the duties 
of his office, and so long as confidence was reposed in him, he should con- 
tinue the same watchful regard for their interests that he had hitherto 
shown. In Jooking back over the history of the company, he called to mind 
times when it was almost a dangerous thing to hold a share in the concern, 
so critical was the position of their affairs. It was very gratifying to see 
the present altered and improved state of things, and to know that the care 
bestowed by the directors had so largely contributed to the gratifying result. 
For although the company had always been, as it deserved to be, popular 
with the consumers of the district, seeing that their interests had been con- 
stantly regarded as well as the interests of the shareholders, it had been no 
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and improved mode of manufacturing and distributing gas, and had watched 
with the most unremitting carefulness over every department of the under- 
taking. They stood before the world, at the present moment, without 
reproach, and he thought he might safely defy any one to bring a charge 
against them. They apa, ben | heard of a complaint amongst the con- 
sumers, or if such ever were heard, the cause was immediately searched into 
and rectified. Having attained this position, it certainly seemed a strange 
thing to him that attempts should now be made to interfere with their 
operations. For though the bill introduced by the corporation affected only 
the City of London, they must recollect that whatever befell their neigh- 
bours, the City and Chartered Companies, might some day or other befall 
the Commercial Company. And if those companies, which had passed 
through similar difficulties and trials in their early history, were suc- 
cessfully assailed, what measure of justice could this company expect? 
The corporation of the City of London were once looked upon as the 
protectors of commerce, but how had they fallen from their high and 
noble position? By the course they were now pursuing, they were saying 
in effect that when a company had, through many haz and perils, 
attained to a certain degree of success, they ought to be allowed to ste 
in, and with the large funds at their disposal, in the expenditure of whic 
no one incurred any risk, to take the trade out of their hands, irrespec- 
tive of the consideration that on the faith of an Act of Parliament the 
money of widows and orphans had been invested in the concern which 
they sought to destroy. In truth the City was no longer governed by a 
Lord Mayor and Aldermen, but by a tutelary deity whom the corporation 
worshipped, beneath the wheels of whose chariot on St. Thomas’s Day 
every atom of pn pomp and public spirit was crushed out. But he 
(Mr. Brushfield) had every confidence in a committee of the House of Com- 
mons, and he believed that the result of the forthcoming inquiry would be 
to prove that the companies had kept faith with the public and had in no 
way whatever violated the provisions of the Metropolis Gas Act. He knew 
it was said sometimes that these companies had a monopoly, and people 
were frightened at that ugly word ‘‘monopoly,” although it could be proved 
that the consumers were more benefited by it than the shareholders in gas 
companies. The latter could not aap by their undertaking beyond a cer- 
tain point, while the quality of the article they supplied was maintained at 
a certain standard. But take away the monopoly, and what guarantee had 
the consumers for the continuation of the present reduced rate charged if 
competition with all its evils and the additional expenditure imposed upon 
the companies were again introduced. As he had already said, he had great 
faith in the integrity of the House of Commons; and whoever might be ap- 
pointed upon the committee of inquiry, he had greater faith still in the 
Justice of the cause which the gas companies represented. He believed they 
would go before that committee with clean hands, and that they would pass 
triumphantly through the most searching investigation. He only hoped 
the result might be to be gas matters upon a more safe and lasting 
foundation than they had hitherto been. 

Mr. Sotomons acknowledged his obligations to the proprietors for re- 





electing him, and begged to assure them that he should continue to exert 


Mr. BrapsHaw said he had also to thank them for the honour done to | 

















£247,793 18 5 


The CHAIRMAN moved—‘“ That the accounts just presented be received 
and entered on the minutes.” 

Captain HENNING said he believed the sum required to pay the full rate 
| of dividend was about £10,000, and on looking at the revenue account, he 
| found there was only £8000 balance of profit for the half year. 

The CuarrMAN said the diminution in the amount of balance was to be 
| explained in this way: By the terms of the Act of Parliament, the company 
| were obliged to reduce the price of gas whenever their profits exceeded the 
sum required for the payment of the maximum dividend. They had now an 
excess of former profits, which sooner or later must be divided; and having 
lowered the price of gas rather more than they could well afford to do, so far 
as the half year’s account was concerned, the directors had no hesitation in 
drawing upon the fund in hand to make up the dividend on this occasion, 
because they believed that the increase in the business of the company would 
soon set the matter right again. 2 

_ Mr. MaucHan said the directors must not be too liberal in making reduc- 
tions in price, seeing they were now threatening the proprietors with the 
necessity for an increase of capital. 

The Secretary said the balance-sheet showed that the amount to the 
credit of revenue was £16,084, so that after paying the dividend, there would 
be a balance of about £6000. 





every energy in his power to further their common interest, 





him in placing him again upon the direction, Although he had no long 
services to appeal to, he felt confidence in assuring the proprietors that no 
effort on his part would be wanting to serve them in the future. 

Mr. Wenn said for upwards of twenty years he had been re-elected an 
auditor of the company. He could promise that he would continue to be 
as assiduous in the performance of his duty as he had always been, and he 
trusted he should always be able to give the proprietors that satisfaction 
which this renewal of their confidence proved he had hitherto done. : 

_Mr. Epinsurcu moved—“ That the cordial thanks of the meeting be 
given to the chairman and directors for their valuable services in the last 
six months.” 

A Proprietor seconded the resolution, which was unanimously adopted. 
a... ~ re briefly acknowledged the vote, and the proceedings 

rminated. 





SOUTH METROPOLITAN GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 
The Half-Yearly Meeting of Proprietors was held at the London Tavern, 
on Tuesday, April 10—T. B. Simpson, Esq., in the chair. 
Mr. Livesey (the Secretary), read the advertisement convening the pre- 
yee -“ the minutes of the last meeting, also the following report of the 
irectors :— 


At the meeting of proprietors in October last, the directors announced they had 
obtained the sanction of Parliament to hold additional land, and that they had exer- 
cised the power given them by purchasing about 13 acres on favourable terms. 

By the same Act power was also obtained to purchase further land, and also to 
remove, by consent, the church adjoining the works; since then the directors have 
agreed ;with the trustees and incumbent to purchase the site of the said church, 
under the conditions of the Act, for the sum of £6000. 

The directors, in the month of February last, had an opportunity of acquirin: 
another piece of land nearer than that already in the pany’s p ion, whic 
they considered would enable them to make the works more complete, and therefore 
they secured it. 

These several purchases, with various extensions in the mains and machinery, 
will involve the necessity of raising the remaining capital, and the directors will 
therefore submit to the meeting a resolution to enable them to exercise the powers 
given them by their Act of Incorporation of 1842; and on obtaining the sanction of 
the proprietors they will immediately make a call of £3 per share. 

By the accounts to be submitted to the meeting, it will be seen that the re- 
ceipts for gas and products for the half year to the 3lst December last, amount to 
£45,404 13s., and the expenditure for the same period to £37,360 lls. 2d., leaving a 
balance of £8044 1s. 10d. to be appropriated for the payment of the usual dividend. 

The works are in good condition and efficient working order, and will not require 
any very large outlay this year, but the constantly increasing demand for the com- 
pany’s gas will necessitate some considerable alteration and extension in the mains. 
‘the business continues to be conducted satisfactorily, and the gas is invariably 
reported by the chemical examiners as above the standard and free from impurity. 

By the Act of Incorporation ore director and one auditor retire from office at this 
meeting; B. Edgington, Esq., director, and Mr. F. Simpson, auditor, will therefore 
retire accordingly, but being eligible offer themselves for re-election. 


The CHAIRMAN moved—* That the report now read be received, adopted, 


and entered on the minutes.” 
Captain HenN1NG seconded the motion, which was at once agreed to. 
The following statements of account were taken as read :— 








£247,793 18 5 


Dr. Working the Establishment, for the Half Year, to December 31, 1865. Cr. 
To Gas-rental— By Directors andauditors . . . « »« « « «© « « « & 650 0 0 
ts *« «+ «+ » © @ £ 5,409 18 10 Salaries and commissions . . .. +... > 1,398 13 2 
Prive «sce sc eo cs ew HMM SE Remtemdtaxes . . «© se es @ © © @ *® 648 4 
£32,559 13 6 aaa a ee ee ee ee ee 934 4 
Residual products— Supervisionandlabour. , . .. +... 6,272 2 6 
eo. + + + + ee oo £9,769 8 7 Tools, implements, &c. se ee oe 8 © 495 15 2 
BOONES. «© « «© ya oe 340 17 6 Repair and maintenance . . . .. + « 1,245 16 7 
. . oe Gee 1,036 1 2 Purifying andlabour . oe «¢ @ @ 26118 8 
Liquor , ° o> eo @ 336 6 6 Main-pipes. . . . « « e e 357 3 4 
11,482 13 9 oe a 617 19 2 
PS sk a ee ee a ee oe 9114 7 DS «6s « & «+. © © © 1,836 14 2 
Miscellaneous receipts . . . . « «© © «© © © o 1,20011 2 Distyibution . «1 te te te es 3,053 19 1 
is eta we oe ee ¥ 19,420 7 11 
Bad debts and allowances . . . . «© «© © «© « « 167 0 9 
BOMs cc wet tH Hee oes OAD 
£45,4013 0 =| £45,404 13 0 
Dr. Balance-Sheet, to December 31, 1865. Cr. 
ee a en ee a lk 1 By Works and plant. . 6 »« © © © © © © « « .&177,211 16 2 
ee. ee ee ee eee ee ee 20,000 0 0 Stock— 
Investment-fund. . .... vi 7,114 0 10 | Coals . . - cece ce 0 0 « O18 8 
Revenue account. . . .-+ «© «© « 16,084 4 1 | Ps 6s «0 6 = &@ ee 1,523 8 0 
Payments in advance .....++.- 42712 7 Meters . s+ ce eceeee 1,467 6 5 
DO s+ @ sec es eanee 4,168 0 11 Products . . . « » e269 637 19 1 
6,675 6 2 
Amount due to company— 
Sew 5 : oe «. Tee 
Products . ore eee 1,145 6 4 
| See ee ae 334 4 7 
| ee soe 6 le Oe we 42719 0 
23,285 16 6 
| | nn ee ee ee ee ee 398 2 3 
| Cash in hand for freight and petty cash . . . 220 0 0 
| Investment— 
| Consols—reserve-fund. . .« « « » « 20,000 0 0 
| Ditto—investment-fund , . 2. .« « 7,002 17 4 
| | New Three per Cents. oe «@ we 13,000 0 0 
| | 
{| 


Mr. MauGuAN said he had no doubt that in the course of two or three 
ears the increased consumption of gas would make up the deiiciency caused 
om the reduction in price. At the same time as the company were augment- 
ing their capital, it would be well not to make further reductions too hastily. 
They were already in advance of all other metropolitan companies. 

The CHAIRMAN said he could only assure the proprietors that he and his 
brother directors were much pleased to have the opportunity of meeting them 
on all ions, and especially at the present time, when they had nothing 
but what was favourable and desirable to communicate in reference to the 
concerns of the company. The proprietors, however, were aware thut a 
great deal of discussion was now going on in regard to the supply of gas 
generally, and that this subject was about to engage the attention of a par- 
liamentary committee. Such an inquiry was necessarily attended with 
trouble and expense, but he trusted the result in reference to all the compa- 
nies would be so satisfactory as to prove there was no ground for the intro- 
duction of any new company or any alteration of the provisions of the Act of 
1860. With regard to the South Metropolitan Company, he might state 
that the directors had purchased an increased quantity of land under the 
— vested in them by their late Act of Parliament. This purchase he 

lieved would be a very advantageous one, as the land was immedi- 
ately adjacent to their existing property. The land which they for- 
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merly obtained was at some little distance, and just previous to their 
last purchase they received notice that a = was coming into 
the district and would require a portion of that land. The directors 
felt therefore that it would not be an impolitic thing under the circum- 
stances, as the opportunity presented itself, to acquire an additional quantity. 
It was true they had given a larger price for it than for the land previously 
bougat; but, looking to the advantage presented by its contiguity to the 
works, and the certainty that if they were to sell this land again they could 
easily recoup themselves, he did not think they bad given more than its real 
value. It was anticipated that the site of the church adjoining the works 
would be required for the purposes of the company, but this purchase relieved 
them from the necessity of making use of that room. They were, however, 
under an honourable engagement to take it, and they were quite willing to 
pull it down according to the treaty entered into, and build it in another 
place. They had agreed to do so.at an expense of £6000, and no doubt this 
arrangement would be carried out in all its integrity. The directors were 
prepared to fulfil all the duties incumbent upon them, and he was sure the 
| proprietors would cheerfully second their endeavours. The second purchase 
[af land would be very important to the company if they hereafter renewed 
} 





the lease of their existing works, and would prove of immense advantage in 
carrying on their business. 


| Mr. Mavenan asked whether there would be any objection to the church 
jremaining under the present arrangement. He thought, perhaps, that 
linstead of spending £6000 in bricks and mortar, it would be more satisfactory 
|to all parties if the directors were to offer to endow the church with half the 
amount, ° 


| The CHarrMAN said the directors had not the slightest objection ; but» 
having obtained an Act of Parliament empowering them to remove the 
‘church, and it being the wish of the incumbent and the inhabitants in the 
jpn pay age that the arrangement should be carried out, he thought they 
‘could not do otherwise than fulfil their engagement in all its integrity. 
| The motion was then put and carried. 
The CuarrMan said he had now to remind the proprietors that, by their 

|Act of Parliament of 1842, the directors were empowered to call up an 
additional £50,000. He did not apprehend there would be any objection to 
the proposal referred to in the report, and if agreed to it would give each 

roprietor one £12 10s. share for every £50 share of which he was the 

older. The directors intended to make an immediate call of £3 per share 
upon this new capital, and this would enable them to get out of debt, pay 
|for the purchases they had made, and carry on their operations with greater 
\facility and efficiency. When this capital was raised, the whole of the powers 
\of the company in this respect would be exhausted. 
| Mr. Gray said he always felt gratified when he was placed in a position to 
commend the directors of a company for the way in which they conducted 
‘their affairs, and the present was certainly one of those occasions, Gas com- 
‘panies in these times were beset with difficulties, and with them, as with 
individuals, it happened that, in this degenerate age, the more honestly they 
‘acted the more soundly were they abused. But of all the men who had gone 
out of their way to abuse the gas companies, there was none whose conduct 
more astonished him than Mr. Roebuck, who dared to stand up in the House 
of Commons, and assert that all the gas companies of London were cheating 
the public. He should like to inquire a little into Mr. Roebuck’s antecedents, 
and he would ask who was the man who gave encouragement to the outbreak 
in Canada, and spoke in commendation of the traitors? Mr. Roebuck. Who 
was the man that established a bank at the West End, which resulted in 
disappointment and loss to every one engaged init? Mr. Roebuck. And 
this was the man who stood up in the House of Commons, and said that those 
who were engaged in the management of gas-works were a parcel of cheats, 
It was a matter of surprise to him (Mr. Gray) that the House of Commons 
did not rebuke the man who could made such a statement in the absence of 
the persons accused, and who therefore had no opportunity of defending 
themselves. He would venture to say that there was no body of men who 
more honourably conducted their business than those engaged in the manage- 
|ment of gas-works. And what was the character of the men who were now 
‘raising an agitation against the gas-companies? Was there one among them 
|whom the proprietors would admit into the direction of their affairs? He 
'unhesitatingly said there was not. They pandered to the popular prejudices 
|in the course which they pursued; but they ought to take care that they 
,had better ground for the assertions they made, and which were calculated to 
damage the reputation of those whom they assailed. The result of the pre- 
|sent agitation must of necessity involve the gas companies in considerable 
expense. He thought he was speaking correctly when he said that by the 
jagitation of 1860 the companies in London were put to an expenditure of 
| fully £16,000. He was sure he might answer for every gas proprietor pre- 
sent, that there was no wish on their part to extract from the community a 
a larger remuneration than they were fairly entitled to on the capital in- 
vested in the supply of gas, and that it was their earnest desire the public 
should have the advantage of a reduction of price whenever such reduction 
could honestly be made. At the same time, he would say the directors of 
gas companies would be guilty of a gross dereliction of duty if they did not 
resist every unreasonable demand for reduction which must prejudice the 
legitimate rights of their constituents, under their Acts of Parliament, to re- 
ceive a fair dividend upon their capital. With reference to the bill promoted 
by the corporation for power to.supply gas to the City in competition with 
the existing companies, he remarked that they had no right to employ funds 
entrusted to them for a totally different purpose in interfering with the trade 
and business of private individuals. The corporation had been much misled 
on the subject, and he had no hesitation in stating that if they should un- 
happily get their bill through Parliament (of which he had not the slightest 
expectation) a greater loss would be sustained by them in this speculation 
than in anything else they had ever embarked in. When arguing the case 
of the corporation it was the fashion usually to quote the instance of Man- 
chester as a proof of the success of gas-works in the hands of the local 
authorities, But the cases were not parallel. In the first place, a portion of 
the capital employed at Manchester paid no interest whatever ; in the second 
place, they had no duty to pay upon their coals, and to a very considerable 
extent the corporation were relieved from all parochial dues. The coal they 
used was of a very superior description, and if such coal were used in London 
in any great quantity the cost of gas would be enhanced more than 50 per 
cent, He believed that at Manchester they obtained the best Wigan coal for 
8s. or 10s. per ton, whereas here the companies were paying 25s. or 26s. 
The illuminating power of their gas was 22 candles, and the price last year 
3s. 6d. per 1000 cubic feet for a portion of the time, and 3s. 3d. for the re- 
mainder. And with all these advantages, what was the actual result? After 
paying interest on the capital they had borrowed, the corporation handed 
over to the fund for the improvement of the City just £24,000. Now he had 
no hesitation in saying that if the corporation of London obtained their bill, 
and supplied gas of the illuminating power and at the price they proposed, 














they would lose at least £50,000 a year—he was speaking within bounds, for 
it would very much exceed that. But he had no fear of their getting their 
bill. He believed the committee to be appointed to inquire into the supply 
of gas to the metropolis would go into the consideration of the subject with- 
out prejudice; and of one thing he was perfectly satisfied—viz., that the 
more the conduct of the London gas companies was inquired into, the higher 
they would stand in public estimation. The City Gas Company, of which he 
was the chairman, supplied many public institutions—amongst others Christ's 
Hospital, St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, the Mansion House, the General Post- 
Office, &c.; and he could safely say that from none of them had they had 
any complaints, which they certainly would have had if the gas was deficient 
in quantity or quality. Some persons were much disappointed that the 





Corporation Bill was read a second time, but he had no feeling of that sort, 
for he was sure that when the merits of the case were inquired into the select 
committee to whom that bill was referred would report that there was no 
necessity for sanctioning the introduction of other gas-works in the 
metropolis, although possibly they might recommend that the standard | 
of illuminating power of the gas at present supplied should be raised, 
or some other concession made to the public. These would be matters| 
of detail, which no doubt it would be easy to arrange, and therefore, 
although he regretted the existing agitation, which had seriously affected | 
the value of gas property, he looked forward with confidence to the result, | 
and hoped that there were many years of peace and quietness in store for! 
the companies. He concluded by expressing a conviction that, under the 
able management of the directors, the South Metropolitan Gas Company 
must continue to maintain its present prosperous position. | 

The CHamMayn moved—“ That a dividend of 5 per cent. for the half year 
ending Christmas last be now declared, and made payable at the company’s 
bankers on Thursday next.” 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

The retiring directors and auditor were re-elected, and severally returned 
thanks to the proprietors for the renewal of their confidence. | 

The Cuarrman then proposed—“ That the augmentation of capital autho- 
rized by the company’s Act of Incorporation of 1842, section 57, be effected 
to the amount of £50,000, by creating 4000 new shares of £12 10s. each, 
and that the directors be and they are hereby empowered to issue such 
shares accordinglyly.”’ | 

Mr. MavuGuan seconded the resolution, which was unanimously agreed to. 

Mr, MavGuan proposed a vote of thanks to the chairman and directors 
for their successful management of the affairs of the company. In doing so, 
he said it appeared to him that they were almost too successful, for the con- 
sequence was they had thereby done an infinite deal of damage to other com- 
panies in which he and some of his friends present were interested. Stand- 
lug, however, by themselves, it could not be denied that the company had 
been conducted with eminent success, and the proprietors were largely 
indebted to the directors for the zeal, and energy, and ability with which 
they had watched over their interests. 

Mr. Brack seconded the motion, which was very cordially adopted. 

The CuarrMAn, in acknowledging the vote, said the directors were very 
proud to receive this assurance of the approval of the shareholders. They 
were always very desirous to do their best for the interests of the company, 
and it was highly satisfactory to know that their labours were entirely appre- 
ciated and had been crowned with success. 





LONDON GAS COMPANY. 


The Half-Yearly Meeting of Proprietors was held at the Freemasons 
Tavern, on Wednesday, April 1l—Epwarp Hawkxus, Esq., the governor, 
in the chair. . 

The Governor commenced the proceedings by stating that although 
able to take the chair, his health did not admit of his addressing the meet- 
ing at length. Mr. Sprague, the deputy-governor, had kindly undertaken 
to relieve him of his more active duties on this occasion. | 


Mr. Hib (the secretary) having read the notice convening the meeting 
the following report and statements of account were presented :— 


Your directors submit to you the half-yearly accounts, showing the result of the 
manufacture and distribution of the company’s gas up to the 3lst day of December! 
last ; a copy of the balance-shect, and a statement of the profit and loss for the past 
half year, are annexed to this report. It will be seen that, after appropriating £750 
to the redemption-fund, in accordance with the provisions of the London Gaslight 
Act, 1857, the sum of £30,834 6s. remains applicable to dividend. Out of that 
sum the dividends upon all classes of preference shares and stocks will be paid on or, 
after the 16th inst. ; and the directors recommend that a dividend of £2 10s. per) 
share, being at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum, be paid upon the ordinary shares, 
which were paid up in full on or before the 31st day of December last. 


From the report to the general meeting held on the 11th of October last, the in- 
spection of the works after the meeting, and the explanations of our engineer, our 
shareholders learned the great extent and power of their works, their admirable con-| 
struction, perfect adaptation to economical working, and how little even at that} 
time remained to complete them. Three weeks had not elapsed, when, as you are 
aware, a sad accident occurred—sad from destruction of property, sadder from loss | 
of life. Kind and prompt assistance was given by neighbouring companies, who 
supplied us with gas, and whose officers joined our own in successful exertions to} 
remedy the difficulties in which we were placed. All our districts were con- 
sequently perfectly lighted by the evening following the accident. 

It now appeared how fortunate it was that no exertions had been spared in 
hurrying forward the new gasholder, containing 2,000,000 feet. On the 30th of 
November it was in action, and we were able to discontinue the supply hitherto so 
generously afforded by the Chartered, Imperial, Phoenix, and Equitable Companies. 
Still, the loss has been heavy, and the derangement in working great. That, toge- 
ther with the expense occasioned by having to carry on nearly the whole of the 
carbonizing at Nine Elms station in new and unseasoned works, has made a deep 
inroad in the earnings of the half year. All causes of derangement have now ceased, 
and there is already a considerable diminution in the cost of carbonizing. The 
general price of gas has been lowered by 6d. per 1000 feet from Christmas last, 
bringing the charge for ordinary gas down to 4s. On the other hand, the revenue 
from gas as compared with that of the corresponding half year has increased by 
about £3500; and with diminished price great additional demand may be confidently 
anticipated. The last report informed the shareholders that, in consequence of the 
costly additions to works and mains, application had been made to Parliament early 
in last year for an Act to authorize an increase of capital; and that the application 
had failed in consequence of the Standing Orders not having been complied with. 
Meantime the completion of the works, and the expense occasioned by the explosion, 
have made the raising of capital still more urgent; and application for an Act con- 
taining the necessary powers has again been made in the present session. The bill 
has passed the House of Lerds, and now waits the decision of the House of Commons. 
When it shall have received the Royal Assent, the shareholders wili be immediately | 
consulted as to the best mode of raising the required capital. | 

Three directors—viz., Edward Hawkins, jun., Esq., William Christie, Esq., and| 
John Robert Hall, Esq., retire by rotation ; and, being eligible, offer themselves for) 
re-election. One auditor—viz., Miles Miley, jun., Esq., retires also by rotation ;) 
and, being eligible, offers himself also for re-election. | 
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' £54,302 11 11 
Dividends, Oct. 16, 1865— 
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The Depury-GoveRNor said he very much regretted the position in 
which he was most unexpectedly placed, as well on his own account as on 
account of Mr. Hawkins, whose continued indisposition unfitted him to 
take upon himself the duties which usually fell to his lot. In theatrical 
language, he (Mr. Sprague) had “undertaken the part at a very short 
notice, and therefore threw himself upon the kind indulgence” of the pro- 
prietors. He believed the surest way to secure that indulgence was not to 
inflict upon the meeting a long speech, but rather to hold himself in readi- 
ness to answer any question which might be asked. The report of the 
directors was very ample; it entered into all the particulars of the com- 
pany’s position, and gave as much information as could well be conveyed in 
its space. He would, therefore, merely move—“ That the report of the 
po a the accounts now laid before the meeting be received and 
adopted. 

Mr. Ruopes seconded the motion, and expressed his regret that the 


portunity would have been afforded to the shareholders of judging for 
themselves of the condition of their property. Referring to the recent 
melancholy accident at the works, he said he was sure every shareholder 
felt, as he did, grateful to the neighbouring companies for the very liberal 
and prompt manner in which they came forward to render them aid. He 
was delighted to see such a friendly spirit manifested towards them at the 
time when they so much needed assistance. 

A Proprietor remarked that the report of the directors was, under all 
the circumstances, much more favourable than could have been expected. 
He was very much pleased in being able to state that he had heard in the 

eighbourhood of the works the greatest satisfaction expressed with the 
potest of the directors in relieving the families of those who suffered by 
the explosion. 

Another Proprietor inquired whether the directors could give the 
meeting an idea as to the approximate amount of loss the company would 
sustain by the accident. 

The Deputy-GoveRNor said it would be something under £15,000. 

A Proprietor said he did not know whether this was the proper time 
to make some inquiries in reference to the proceedings in Parliament. He 
observed that the bill promoted by the company was mentioned in the 
House of Commons a few evenings previously, and he was desirous to know 


|| what result the directors expected would attend their application. He 


would take the opportunity of stating that he thought the proprietors were 
under great obligation to the directors for the way in which they had 
met the serious calamity that befell them. He confessed that the report 
just presented had taken him, as he believed it had many other proprietors, 
very pleasantly by surprise. They could hardly have supposed, in the 
face of the recent accident, that so satisfactory a report would be forth- 
coming. 

The Darwer-Gormmen, said, with reference to the motion made by 
Alderman Lawrence in the House of Commons, the directors had great hope 
that the only bad effect would be to cause a little delay in the progress of 
the company’s bill. He did not think that it would be prudent to discuss 
the question at the present stage of the proceedings; the proprietors might 
be quite sure that the directors were thoroughly alive toevery matter of inte- 











rest affecting the company. The question was before the committee to which 





meeting had not been convened at the works at Nine Elms, as then an op- | 
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the Corporation Gas Bill was referred, and that committee was charged 
with an inquiry into the conduct of all the gas companies of the metropolis 
since 1860, when the Metropolis Gas Act was passed. So far as this com- 
pany were concerned, he (Mr. Sprague) was fearless of contradiction when 

e stated that there was not a charge of any description, even of the 
smallest character that could be substantiated against them. They had 
never had but one complaint of any importance urged against them, and 
when that one came to be investigated it was found to be utterly baseless, 
and the person who originated it was obliged to retract what he had stated, 
and acknowledge before his own board that he was in error. So far, there- 
fore, as the parliamentary committee was concerned, the company were pre- 
pared fearlessly to meet the inquiry. The directors felt that, despite the 
extraordinary ignorance and prejudice which existed against gas companies 
out of doors, they were certain to be fairly dealt with by a committee of 
the House of Commons, and that no harm could possibly befall them. With 
reference to the observations of Mr. Rhodes, the directors were always 
desirous that the shareholders should be fully acquainted with the condi- 
tion of their property, and therefore when they felt justified in again con- 
vening the meeting at the works they would do so. In reply to another 
proprietor, he stated that the application to Parliament was for power to 
raise additional capital to the extent of £300,000, and to borrow £75,000. 
The new capital would be raised either in ordinary shares with a maximum 
dividend of 74 per cent., or in preference shares at 6 percent. Should 
the bill become law, it was the intention of the directors to communicate 
with the shareholders, and probably hold a meeting with the view to ascer- 
tain their feeling as to the best mode of doing it. 

The motion was then put, and carried unanimously. 

The Deruty-GoverNor moved—“ That the dividend on all classes of 
preference shares and stocks be paid on and after the 16th inst., and that a 
dividend of £2 10s. per share, being at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum, 
be paid upon the ordinary shares which were paid up in full on or before 
the 3lst December last.” In submitting this motion for the approval of the 
meeting, he could not but congratulate the proprietors upon the power 
which the directors felt they possessed, and were justified in exercising, of 
still continuing the dividend of 10 per cent. notwithstanding the dire mis- 
fortune which had befallen the company. 

Mr. Gootp seconded the motion, which was put, and carried unanimously. 

The retiring directors and auditor were re-elected. 

The Governor said, on behalf of himself and Messrs. Christie and Hall, 
he had to offer the proprietors their best thanks for having re-elected them. 
He believed that they had always endeavoured to do their utmost for the 
company, and he was quite sure they did it for those who were sensible of 
the service rendered. 

Mr. Mixey also acknowledged his obligations to the proprietors. 


Mr. Downs said he thought it was only an act of gratitude on the part of 
the company to pass a vote of thanks to the directors and officers of the 
Chartered, Imperial, Equitable, and Phoenix Companies, for the very 
prompt and efficient assistance rendered by them at the time of the late 
deplorable accident. The help so rendered was most valuable, and it was 
most cheerfully and willingly given, the result being that on the night 
following the explosion the London Company were able to light up the 
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whole of their district again. He had much pleasure, therefore, in proposing 
a cordial vote of thanks to those gentlemen. . 


sponded to. “hela J 

The Derury-Governor said-he-could hardly submit that resolution for 
the acceptance of the meeting without making one or two observations. 
He thought the conduct manifested ‘by the neighbouring companies was 
one of the best evidences that could possibly be given of the advantages to 
the public of the districting arrangements. Had not that state of things 


before dusk, it would have-been impossible for the public supplied by this 
company to have any light at all. It was satisfactory to him to be able to 
state that even on the night of the accident, by reason of being able to use 
a small portion of the works at Vauxhall aad by the extraordinary exer- 
tions made, they were able to get through in a way they could not possibly 
have expected; and the very generous and cordial manner in which the 
other companies came to their rescue on the second night enabled them to 
supply their district almost without a single complaint. This, he reiterated, 
arose from the fact that the districting had led the companies to live in 
harmony and good feeling, and to be willing to render help to each other 
when such help was of the last importance. The directors considered 
themselves deeply indebted to the neighbouring companies for the very 
cordial and generous manner in which they came forward, and for the 
kindness and sympathy which was expressed towards them under the 
painful circumstances in which they were unfortunately placed. 

On the motion of Mr. Downs, seconded by Mr. Gooxp, the thanks of the 
meeting were given to the directors. 


the auditors, which having been carried,-the proceedings terminated. 
To Capital— 
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The CHAIRMAN, in moving the adoption of the report, said the directors 
had very much pleasure in meeting the proprietors again, and they felt con- 
fident that the report they had submitted would meet with approval. It 
commenced by referring to the progress made in the erection of the new tank 
and gasholder. If the shareholders generally would adopt the course taken 
by Mr. Liddle, and periodically examine the works, they would find that in 
this matter, as in all others, the directors had endeavoured to expend the 
money of the company in the most judicious manner. When this new and 
capacious gasholder was finished, he had great hope that it would be found 
to contribute materially to the economy and efficiency of the company’s 
operations. The next paragraph of the report referred to the three bills 
introduced into Parliament this session, affecting the supply of gas in the 
metropolis. Two of those bills had been, as stated, strangled in the birth, 
but there was one still pending—the City of London Corporation Bill—which 
was of great importance. That bill had been referred to a select committee, 
who were charged also to inquire not only into the conduct of the three 
gas companies supplying the City, but into the conduct of all the metro- 
politan gas companies, and generally inte the working of the Metropolis Gas 
Act, 1860. When this committee came to examine witnesses, which they 
would shortly do, if they found that the several companies had fulfilled all 
the obligations imposed upon them by the Legislature, he could not for one 
moment suppose they would report that any ground existed for the intro- 
duction of another company, or that the corporation should be empowered to 
erect works for the supply of the City. He firmly believed, from the know- 
ledge he possessed, that the metropolitan companies had as a whole complied 
not merely with the letter but with the spirit of the Act of 1860. By that 
Act certain conditions were imposed upon the companies, and it was regarded 
by them as a complete settlement of the question. It was not an Act passed 
hastily, but one that was preceded by the fullest and most complete investi- 
— of the whole subject, and he looked upon it as an equitable adjustment 

tween the companies and the public at large. The latter were placed 
under restrictions—they were required to supply gas of a certain illuminating 
power and of a prescribed purity; they were bound on request to perform 
the public lighting service ; and they were limited, in respect to dividend, to 
a maximum of 10 per cent. If their profits were more than sufficient to pay 
that dividend, they were bound, after laying by a moderate reserve-fund, to 





Mr, Samvuxzs seconded" the ‘resolation,* which was very heartily re- | 


existed, it was quite certain that such a calamity happening suddenly just | 


The Derutry-GovERNor acknowledged the vote, and proposed thanks to | 
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SURREY CONSUMERS GAS COMPANY. 

The Half-Yearly General Meeting of Shareholders was held at the London 
Tavern, on Thursday, April 12—W, Pocock, Esq., in the chair. 

Mr. Boppy (the secretary) read the advertisement convening the meeting, 
the seal of the company was affixed to the register of proprietors, and the 
following report was read :— sige 

The statement of accounts for the past half year is herewith submitted for the 
consideration of the proprietors. .o 

The erection of the new tank and gasholder, adverted to in the last report, is 
being pr led with satisfactorily. . «© »« « « « « a 

Several bills have been introduced into Parliament this session of considerable 
importance to the companies supplying. gag in the metropolis; of these bills may be 
mentioned the Metrepolis Gas Act Amendment Bill, the London Railways Gas Com- 
panies Bill, and the City of London Corporation Bill. The first-named bill has been 
withdrawn, and the second, having failed to comply, with the Standing Orders, will 
not be proceeded with; but the City Corporation Bill has been referred to a select 
committee, with instructions to inquire into the operation and results of the Metro- 
polis Gas Act, 1860. Under these circumstances your directors have, in common 
with the rest of the metropolitan companies, taken steps to protect the interests of 
their respective shareholders. 

The net profit realized for the half year ending the 31st of December, including the 
balance of the previous half year, amounts to £12,343 1s. 9d., out of which your 
directors recommend a dividend of 5 per cent. for the half year upon the paid-up 
capital, and 1 per cent. in addition on the old shares. , This will leave a balance of 
£1343 1s, 9d. to be carried to the credit of the revenue account for the current half 





year. 

” The directors have the pleasure of stating that, on the Ist of March last, they re- 
solved to reduce the price of gas from Midsummer next from 4s. 6d. to 4s. per 1000 
feet, and they trust that the increased consumption will compensate, to a consider- 
able extent, the loss of direct revenue from this reduction. 

The directors who retire at this meeting are Mr. Thomas Pocock and Mr. James 
Laughton, both of whom; being eligibles offers themselves.for re-election. Mr. 
William Bagshaw, one of the auditors, alse retires, and, being eligible, likewise 
offers himself for reeelection. » 4 


By Works, as per Jast balance-sheet : « « £221,84] 11 7 
Ditto, amount expended,this half year . 6,217 211 





——-——-— £228,058 14 6 
Due to the company for— e 
a: «6 & 2°66 & oss w ante 21,121 11 8 
Products , Sr oredr wi, un. eter eee 2,616 13 3 
eee ap we he ee 6 ee ee | $84 12 2 
Coals in stock . a oe ae oe a 1,591 15 8 
° Cash balances— . , P ms ‘ 
At bankers, general account . £6,960 3 6 
Dividend account . — 242 8 4 
Pettycashinhand. ... . 45 2 4 
. 7,247 14 2 
Sole He 4 $261,021 1 5 
EXPENDITURE, 
Directors allowances. . . . « 6 ¢ « £750 0 0 
Salaries of secretary and clerks, . . *%. % 465 14 0 
Collectors commission and pay". . . . ‘. 380 9 8 
Stationery, printing, and general charges -, 461 14 ll 
31 10 


Payment toauditors . . « »« © « « « 
: C8 eit “£9,089 8 7 


Manufacture of gas— 


Coals carbonized. . 2. 6 « »« « £13,322 10 5 
Purifying materials . “TC. 816 8 0 
Supervision andlabour ... .- 4,829 3 8 
Tools andimplements. . . ‘ 109 6 5 


Ordinary repair and maintenance of 











premisesand plant . .... 1,150 6 0 

——— 20,227 14 6 
Distribution, including service-mains, pipes, &c.— 

Ordinary repair and maintenance £1,092 4 10 

Meters, restoring and replacing . . 97 211 

Meters, additional . . . .. . 97 6 9 
1,286 14 6 
ee ee 807 1 4 
Bad debtsandallowances . . . 6 « © » « e 419 13 0 
Ditto by defalcation (balance thereof). . . . . 2. + 580 1 9 
a ee ee A 925 1 2 
EN 5 es 6 es or ew 8 Te ® 11918 4 
EG Car nk al ae ee Oo ee 12,343 1 9 
£38,798 15 4 


reduce the price of gas to the consumers, To ensure the performance 
of this latter condition, the companies were required to furnish to the 
Secretary of State annually an account of their receipts and expenditure, 
and this, he believed, they had all faithfully done. Since the passing 
of the Act of 1860, one complaint, and one only, had been made to the 
Secretary of State, and therefore it was difficult to conceive for a moment 








upon what just and righteous ground the corporation of London could 
appeal to Parliament for power to interfere with the operations of the three 
City companies. Those companies, upon the faith of the Act of 1860, had 
laid out vast sums of money, and, at the present time, their united capital 
was upwards of £1,250,000. Now, if the Legislature permitted the corpora- 
tion to take powers for the manufacture and sale of gas, and thus become 
traders in opposition to those who had embarked their personal property in 
these undertakings, there was no telling where the mischief would end. He 
professed, however, to have that confidence in the Legislature of this country, 
as induced him to believe they would never do an act of injustice to the gas 
companies who had invested so large an amount of capital in their respective 
undertakings, upon the guarantee of what he might call an honest Act of 
Parliament. The next paragraph in the report referred to the financial 
position of this company, and the shareholders would be gratified to find that 
the last half year’s income was sufficient to allow of the payment of a divi- 
dend of 5 per cent. for the six months, and 1 percent. in addition on account 
of arrears in former years. This payment of back dividends was expressly 
legalized by the Act of 1860. Some persons found fault with the provision, 
and complained as though the gas companies did wrong by acting upon it. 
But it should be remembered that it was the Legislature’s own doing. They 
thought that the companies who, in the early history of their proceedings, 
had to toil hard and could earn but little, were entitled, when their affairs 
prospered, to receive some return. The Surrey Company for the first two 
years of their existence received no dividend, then they paid 4, afterwards 
5 and 6 per cent., and, at last, they got up to 8 per cent., where they re- 
mained, for they could get no higher. In justice to this and other com- 
panies, therefore Parliament, taking an equitable view of the whole subject, 
said these people ought to have something in the shape of remuneration for 
those years in which they received little or no dividend. But at the same 
time they fixed a limit to the period over which these back dividends should 
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be paid, and when this company had made up 2 per cent. per annum for six 
years, they would be circumscribed to a dividend of 10 per cent. for the 
eurrent year. This was an arrangement which seemed to be perfectly fair 
and just, and it was surprising that any exception should be taken to it. 
With reference to the works of the company, he was glad to inform the pro- 
prietors that they were in a very excellent condition, and he hoped in the 
course of a few years they would reach a state of comparative perfection. 
They were certainly now in a very different state to what they were some 
seven or eight years ago, and under the able superintendence and manage- 
ment of their excellent engineer, Mr. Finlay, he hoped they would maintain 
their present efficiency and prove increasingly productive. With regard to 
the reduction of price promised at Midsummer next, he would only remark 
that it was in accordance with the long-cherished wish of the board and the 
shareholders. He trusted the effect would beso to increase the consumption 
of gas as that the dividends of the company would not suffer, and he had 
the fullest expectation that guch wou)d be the case. Having alluded to the 
services rendered by the outgoing directors.and auditer, the chairman con- 
cluded by moving the reception and adoption of the-report. 

Mr. BRUSHFIEED seconded: the resolution, and said he was much pleased 
to hear the rematks¢ which bad“fallerf fronf the chairman, * He had called 
attention to some matters which were of great interest to gas proprietors, 











and he had spoken upon them very wisely and candidly. For himself, when 


| thinking upon the proceedings of the corporation in reference to the gas | 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, 





283 


companies had been giving 15 and 16 candle gas. But in many ee | 
the local boards had not appointed proper examiners of gas at all. They 
been content to entrust the matter to their medical officers of health, to whom 
they paid a small gratuity. What protection could they expect from free 
services? The local boards ought to have combined together and paid a 
liberal salary to an experienced gas examiner, whose report should have been 
ublished periodically. There had been a great deal of ignorance displayed 
'y the public on this matter, and without a shadow of proof they had asserted 
that the gas was of inferior quality, whereas if they had availed themselves 
of the provisions which the Legislature had made for the purpose, they might 
have satisfied themselves that they really got more than they were entitled 
to receive. He believed that if the gas had been reduced in price there would 
never have been anything said about quality. Having himself tested the gas 
of four of the metropolitan companies for eighteen months, he had uniformly 
found it to be of superior quality to the standard prescribed by the Act. 
Respecting the works o ef company, he might state that he had gone over 
them periodically, and had had pointed out to him by Mr. Finlay the altera- 
tions and improvements. that. had been made. . He thought they would bear 
favourable comparisen with the works ef other companies, and that in the 





| course of time they’ would be eqnal*to any. There were facilities there 
| which many other companies ‘did not possess. A large amount of capital had 


question, he could not but regret that that body had so fallen from its high | 


postion as to be prepared to use the public funds entrusted to them, for the 
purpose of depriving those who had risked their money in gas-works, when 
| the question was a very doubtful one whether the thing would pay or not, 
lof the legitimate returns upon their outlay for the public service. People 
| sometimes talked about the world growing better, and, taken as a whole, he 
| subscribed to the’ opinion, for he Seljeved that there was every year a more 
general appreciation of the golden rule of doing to others as men would they 


should do unto them; but it did seem to him that in respect to the gas | 


| companies of the City, the conduct of the corporation was an exception to the 
rule. Formerly the public looked to them as the encouragers of everything 


| that was fair and honourable in commerce, but such could not be said of | 


them now, when they sought to take advantage of the experience of the gas | 


companies and to secure for themselves the profits which, after years of 
laborious and unfruitful labours, those companies were now in the position to 
earn. He thought he might safely say tbat such a bill as the one promoted 


| by the corporation had.neyer before heen submitted to Parliament. Although 
||}the corporation sought for powers to deprive the gas companies of their 
|| business, there was ‘no provision in this bill for purchasing the interests of 


(om who had embarked their property in these undertakings. 





They did 
not propose to take the companies works nor their mains; they boldly asked 
for power to lay down fresh mains to supersede those of the companies, 
and to build works and.tradean gas by meaas.of public funds in competition 


The great principle which the chairman 


care of their proprietors but also of those who consumed their gas. He believed 
this company, as well as the one with which he was more intimately con- 
nected—the Commercial—had always acted upon this principle, which in fact 
was at the basis of the Metropolis Gas Act. The chairman had spoken of 
the authority given by that Act to the companies to recoup themselves 


|| the arrears of back dividends for a period of six years, but he omitted to tell 


the meeting that this provision was itself a restriction upon the companies, 
as under the General Law they were entitled, should their profits at any 
time permit, to pay up the whole of the dividends in arrear from the 
very starting of their undertaking. Acting upon the principle to which he 


|| had just before referred, he was sure gas companies would be careful, in the 
|| interests of the public, to keep their expenditure down to the lowest point 


consistent with the efficiency of their operations, and not incur large outlays 
because the economy of the money would add nothing to their dividends. In 
truth, he believed they were bound to be more economical now than ever, so 
that they might at the earliest moment give the public that benefit which 
the Legislature contemplated under the existing law they would receive. 
He made this remark because in the accounts before the meeting there was 
one item which appeared to be much larger than it should be—‘‘ Bad debts 
and allowances, £419 13s.” He fancied this wanted a little explanation, 
otherwise it would look as if the directors were somewhat careless in recover- 
ing their debts. If there was one reason above another why the consumers 
had a right to expect to derive a benefit from the Metropolis Gas Act, it 
was that the companies were now enabled to do their out-door business 
at far less expense than during the days of competition, and were less liable 
to the risk of bad debts. With the exception of this item, the accounts now 
presented were extremely favourable, and he had great pleasure in seconding 
the motion for the adoption of the report. 

The CuarrMman said he was obliged to the honourable proprietor for 
making the inquiry. He could assure him and the meeting that the direc- 
tors endeavoured, by every means in their power, to keep the item of bad 
debts at as low a figure as possible. The item in the accounts included 
‘allowances,’ which consisted of certain discounts to the railway companies, 
the Thames Tunnel proprietors, and other large consumers. ‘The bad debts 
themselves were not more than £150, which he thought was a very reason- 
able sum upon the amount of rental. 

Mr. NicHo1son, in reply to an inquiry, said the two items were combined 
in accordance with the form of account prescribed by the Secretary of State. 

Colonel BEREsForD said he knew, as a matter of fact, that the bad debts 
of this company did not equal those of another company on the south side of 
the Thames by 50 percent. Perhaps, in order to avoid any inquiry of this 
sort in future, the directors would carry out the amount of bad debts sepa- 
rately from the allowance. 

The CHAIRMAN gave some explanations respecting the defalcations of one 
of the company’s servants, alluded to in the last half year’s report. 

Mr. Duvat assured the meeting that every care was taken by the board to 
keep the rental collected up as closely as possible. 

Mr. Lrpprz said he was exceedingly pleased that the working of the 
Metropolis Gas Act was referred to a select committee of the House of Com- 
mons. He was perfectly satisfied that the evidence the gas companies would 
be able to adduce upon that inquiry would receive just consideration, and 
that the committee would not dream of confiscating their property. Much 
was said at the present time about the companies not doing their duty, but 
he would oah—lawe the public done their duty with regard to the gas ques- 
tion? They had raised a great clamour, and had not scrupled to accuse the 
companies of supplying gas of inferior quality. What evidence had they of 
the fact? All the reports laid before the local authorities by those who had 
been appointed to test the gas of the metropolitan companies showed that 





been expended, byt jt had been very. jydicioysly laid out upon permanent 
buildings, and he had .no, doubt in the. end it would yield a good return. 
The change which had-taken place in their affairs was very gratifying, and 
he thought their prospeets-were extremely cheering. 

Mr. BLAKE said he could not allow the motion to be put without offering 
one or two remarks, because, toa certain extent, this company and others 
were at the present time, as it were, upon their trial. He knew something 
of the corporation ,of London, inasmuch ag for fourteen years he was a member 
of that body, and he might fearlessly state that during the whole of that 
period they repudiated -the principle .of identifying themselves in any way 
with mercantile or commercial operations. But the scheme they were now 


| undertaking was directly at variance with their —- deliberately recorded 


opinions on such subjects. And Why so? What plea they could urge for 
making so thorough an organic change in the mode of their proceedings he was 
utterly at a loss to perceive. As a careful watcher of the times, he did not 
know to what the present agitation could be attributed. It was evidently 
fomented by men of that class who on occasions like these invariably rose to the 


| surface, and who but for such opportunities.wauld be lost in their own insig- 


nificance. Had the-corporation of London come forward when lighting by 
gas was originally proposed to be introduced into the City, they would then 
have had a fair title*to the gratitude of their fellow-citizens. But they waited 


| till the companies had émbarked their thousands, and hundreds of thousands 


with the companies who had to provide their own capital for the purpose. So | 
|| monstrous a proposition was never before heard of, and he was quite sure the 
|| honest citizens of London must be heartily ashamed of those who, thusacting, | 
|| affected to be their representatives. 
|| had enunciated was the right one, that the companies should not only take | 





instead of adhering to the parliamentary standard of 12 sperm candles, the ' 


of pounds in the undertaking, and until the success of the enterprise had been 
established, and when they found that the business was productive, they as- 
sumed to themselves credit for serving the public, by asking Parliament for 
power to take that business into their own hands. Nothing could be more 
unfair than such an attempt, and he could not for one moment suppose that 
the Legislature, which sanctioned the compromise of 1860, would allow the 
corporation, with all their wealth, to step in at the eleventh hour, and de- 
prive the gas companies of the legitimate fruits of their investment, any more 
than it would sanction their embarking in other commercial speculations, 
By the Act of 1860, the companies were limited to a 10 per cent. dividend, pro- 
vision being made that beyond the payment of that rate all the profits realized 
after allowing for the payment of six years arrears and the creation of a reserve- 
fund, should gotothe reduction of price tothe public. There wasnot a metro 
litan company which had not just completed or was on the eve of completing 
these payments of arrears, and the natural consequence would be that the 
very next surplus profits must of necessity, — of any agitation on 
the subject, be applied to a reduction of price. hat merit was there due to 
those who were fostering an agitation against the companies? Under all the 
circumstances, the companies were bound to take that course which would 
have the effect of protecting their interests from being entirely sacrificed, and 
to join themselves together to resist this encroachment on the part of the 
corporation, One gentleman, a member of the House of Commons—Mr, 
Roebuck—made use of the chartered licence he 4 to libel the gas 
companies of the metropolis, by saying publicly and openly, where he knew 
he was safe from the risk of contradiction, that he did not believe there was 
a company in London that was not robbing the public. Now he (Mr. Blake) 
would say that this was a libel upon the companies. He had been con- 
nected with the direction of this company for several years, and he knew 
what his own efforts and feelings had been with reference to the upright 
administration of their affairs; he knew, too, from the conduct of bis col- 
leagues on that side of the table, that they bad been influenced by the same 
upright principles, and that while they had sought the interests of the pro- 
prietors, they had sought in an equal degree to do the fullest and extremest 
justice in their power to the public at large. 

After some further conversation, the motion for the adoption of the report 
was put and carried unanimously. 

The CHAIRMAN then moved the payment of the dividend recommended in 
the report, which, having been seconded, was agreed to. 
The retiring directors and auditor were re-elected, and severally returned 
thanks. 

On the motion of Mr. Brusurixiy, seconded by Mr. ILsxey, a vote of 
thanks was accorded to the directors, and the CHAIRMAN having acknowledged 
the same, the proceedings terminated. 


IMPERIAL GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 

The Half-Yearly General Meeting of the Proprietors of this Company 
was held on Thursday last, the 12th of April, at the Offices of the Company, 
33, John Street, Bedford Row—Epwarp VauGuan Ricuwarps, Esq., 
Governor, in the chair. 

The SecrETARY read the notice convening the meeting, and the seal of 
the company having been affixed to the register of shareholders, the fol- 
lowing report and statement of accounts were taken as read:— 

In their report of the 12th of October last the directors informed the shareholders 
that the company’s price for gas had been reduced from 4s. 6d. to 4s. per 1000 cubic 
feet on the Ist of July, 1865, and also that the scale of charge for public lighting had 
been revised from that date. 

The ordinary increase of demand does not appear to have been augmented as yet 
by the reduction in price, and the net profit for the six months ending the 31st of 
December last falls short of the amount realized during the corresponding period of 
the previous year by the sum of £26,664 1s. 11d. 

It must, however, be remembered that the sum above mentioned was in excess of 
the amount required for the dividend of the half year ending the 31st of December, 
1864, and was carried to the reserve-fund. 

The result of the transactions of the past six months, as shown injthe audited 
accounts, is that there is an available balance of £64,757 5s. 5d. 

The sum required to pay a dividend on the present occasion, at the rate of 10 per 
cent. per annum, is £65,000. To enable the shareholders, therefore, to declare a 
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dividend at that rate, it will be pete © Sev the sum of £242 14s. 7d. from the 
balance of last half year, which would be added intact to the reserve-fund, 
Your directors are disposed to regard the result above indicated with satisfaction, 
and, should a more than ordinary increase of consumption be the consequence of the 
late reduction of price, a further abatement me. effected, as time advances, 
without endangering the just interests of the shareholders. 

After careful examination, your directors found that they could not postpone 
another application to Parliament for power to raise additional capital and hold 
more land. A bill has accordingly been promoted in the present session, which has 
been taken in the first instance in the House of Lords, where, having been read a 
second time, it now awaits the consideration of its merits before a select committee. 

The appointment of a special committee ¥ the House of Commons to inquire into 
the working of the Metropolis Gas Act of 1860, has naturally occasioned some 
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Profit for the half year , 
Balance from last account »¢ e e 25,013 11 
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89,770 16 6 
£167,021 12 3 


£1,946,014 3 8 


The CuarrMAn then said: Gentlemen, I think the result of our proceed- 
ings for the half year ending the 31st of December last may be represented 
as satisfactory. We told you we expected that the reduction in the price 
of our gas would entail a loss upon our rental, and it has done so, to the 
extent of some £45,000 per annum. That anticipation, therefore, has been 
realized, but it has been to some extent recouped by an extension of busi- 
ness. That extension, however, is not at all above the ordinary average 
increase which the experience of the past few years has taught us to ex- 
pect, and the reduction of price does not appear to have given any 
exceptional stimulus to consumption. Our rental to December, 1865, is less 
than it was to December, 1864, by the sum of £5500, and that rental has 
been produced by an additional expenditure in coal. That additional ex- 
penditure in coal is represented by the sum of £10,000; and I am sorry to 
say that the least pleasant feature of our accounts is the reduction in the 
receipts for coke, which are less by £500 than the corresponding receipts 
for the same period last year. Those three items, £5500, £10,000, and £500, 
make up in the aggregate £16,000. In addition, there has been an increase 
in the expenditure for wear and tear to the amount of some £4500. We 
have in common with all employers of labour been compelled to advance 
the wages of our men, and that advance is represented by something like 
£2000. These items, together with some others which I do not think it 
necessary to trouble you with, result in the fact that the balance of our 
profit and loss account for December, 1865, is less than that for December, 
1864, by a sum of £26,664. On the other hand, it is a matter of congratu- 
lation that the balance of our profit and loss account to December last is 
sufficient to pay a dividend of 5 per cent. for the half year on the extreme 
capital of £1,300,000 with the exception of the sum of about £240. We 
have this year, as we had last, a bill before Parliament. That bill has been 
read a second time in the House of Lords, and now awaits investigation 
before a committee of the Lords. That will probably be appointed to-day 
or to-morrow, and the investigation will, in all probability, take place in 
the course of next week. The bill is the same as that of last year with one 
nena exception. We have struck out all allusion to the parish of 
Fulham, and do not seek under it to take any land whatever for the pur- 
pose of erecting works, with the exception of land in the parish of Bow, 
about 20 acres, which is the land mentioned in the schedule appended to 
the bill. Under these circumstances, it was to be expected that the Fulham 
— of last year would be withdrawn, and we might have expected 

at some other oppositions would have been withdrawn also. We have 
been rather surprised, however, to find that the parish of Fulham and the 
parish of Chelsea have lodged petitions again’t us, and in their petitions 
they have stated that the company propose to take 100 acres of land in 
addition to the 50 they now possess to erect works and buildings thereon in 
the parish of Fulham. We were surprised, because it is | mama in con- 
tradiction of the words of the Act, which expressly confines us to land at 
Bow—the land mentioned in the schedule. The parish of Fulham appear 
to have consulted their parliamentary agents, Messrs. Dyson, than whom 
no men stand higher in their profession, who have advised the petitioners 
that the bill does not support the allegations of the petition, and that they 
are, in fact, wrong in saying that we seek to erect any works upon land 
except upon 20 acres in the parish of Bow mentioned in the bill. They 
have been told that they have no Jocus standi to appear against us. I know 
not what course the parish of Fulham will adopt. One would have said 
that an argument applicable to the parish of Fulham, in which our works 
are situated, was d@ fortiori applicable to Chelsea, in which our works are 
not situated. But up tothe present time the parish of Chelsea breathe 
nothing but threatenings and slaughter. However, it sometimes happens 
that when briefs have been delivered, and every possible expense has been 
incurred, the a adviser finds the means of strangling the goose 
which up to that time has laid the golden eggs. One other subject, which 
is deeply interesting to all who have money invested in metropolitan gas- 








works. Iallude to the committee about to assemble professedly to con- 


Dr. Revenue Account, for the Half Year ending December 31, 1865. Cr. 

To Coalsconsumed . . 538 e oe © oe 0 ~£112,365 15 5 By Gas-rental. 4 « 6 «© «© es ee | om ~£222,146 18 5 
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i. Profit and Loss Account. Cr. 
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Dr. Balane 
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anxiety on the part of those who have invested their money in the shares of the 
metropolitan gas companies; and your directors are glad to take this opportunity 
of reassuring their shareholders upon the subject. Fully convinced of the integri 
of their proceedings, the directors are satisfied that the affairs of this company will 
bear the closest investigation, and will be found to have been uniformly conducted 
in the strictest compliance with the rights and liabilities granted and imposed by 
their several Statutes. There undoubtedly exists at the present time a strong feel- 
ing among a section of the community with respect to the supply of gas, and the 
undue profits which the companies are alleged to have realized; and your directors 
hope that the pending inquiry may be of benefit in removing these erroneous 
impressions. 

In pursuance of the provisions of the Act of Incorporation, four of the directors 
and one auditor go out of office by rotation, and, being eligible for re-election, offer 
themselves accordingly. 
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sider the operation of the Metropolis Gas Act of 1860. From the word- 
ing of the motion, one would think that the consideration of the Act| 
was, as to its operation, up to the present time. I sadly fear that it will 
impose considerable obstacles in the way of those companies who have 
bills before Parliament in the present session; but we must abide the 
event, and see what course the committee take in this inquiry. There has 
been for some time past a growing misunderstanding between the corpora- 
tion and citizens of London, on the one part, and the three companies who 
supply the City of London with gas on the other part. Into the rights and 
wrongs of that quarrel I do not presume to enter: it is no part of my busi- 
ness to suggest who is right or who wrong. But if the corporation are 
justified in their assertion that they have not been supplied with gas of a 
proper illuminating power, and are prepared to show that the companies 
who supply them with gas have divided dividends larger than by law they 
are entitled to divide, I say that the Gas Clauses Act of 1847, and the Metro- 
polis Gas Act of 1860 provided very simple machinery by which those 
wrongs might be set right, and that the corporation of the City of London 
ought to have adopted that course before they instructed their representa- | 
tive to make the motion in the House of Commons which involves in vast | 
trouble and expense a large number of companies who have no interest in| 
the quarrel. They instructed their representative, Mr. Crawford, to make 
the motion I have already alluded to. Mr. Crawford, no doubt, found it 
convenient, in order to take the case out of the mere circuit of the City, and, 
in order to show that his motion properly had a wider application than | 
merely to the City of London, to cite the example of one or two compa- 
nies which had no connexion with the City of London, and he did so in 
language which I shall read to you. I quote from the columns of the 
Times newspaper, not only on account of the general accuracy of that 
paper, but because everything which appears in its columns obtains a 
world-wide circulation. He says: “ The next case was that of the Imperial 
Gas Company. That company was represented by a capital of £1,235,000. 
They also had another item of capital which required some investigation, 
namely, £130,000 of what was stated to be proprietors 10 per cent. bonds. 
But these bonds had, in later years, taken the place of capitalized profit. 
In 1864, the gross profits were £560,000.” I wish to goodness they had 
been. “On some portion of their capital they paid 20 per cent., and they 
carried £42,000 to their reserve-fund. It was plain from this that the Im- 
= Gas Company had actually realized a profit exceeding 10 per cent.” 

ow is the price of gas, gentlemen, ever to be reduced unless we do? “He 
did not, of course, say that the directors of these companies were guilty of 
any fraud, but much good would be effected by having the case heard before 
Parliament.” Gentlemen, I should be wanting in candour if I did not confess 
that when I first read that paragraph I felt as angry as ever I did in my 
life. I looked upon it as a charge of fraud made covertly, made by insinua- 
tion, as my name was attached to the accounts, the veracity of which were 
impeached. I have, however, listened to the more moderate counsels of 
gentlemen less excitable, perhaps, than myself. I am assured that Mr. Craw- 
ford is a gentleman utterly incapable of making a wantonly unjust accusa- 
tion against any person, and in this particular instance he has entirely dis- 
claimed any such imputations. I am willing to accept that, and put that in- 
terpretation upon the paragraph which is the least offensive. But I must say 
that if Mr. Crawford had thought it necessary to cite our case as an example, 
the fair, candid, and straightforward course would have been to have told 
our secretary or the board that he was about to do so, and asked for expla- 
nations which, I will undertake to say, would have been most cheerfully 
afforded to him. I say that such conduct as that would have been perfectly 
consistent with the dignity of a senator, and perfectly consonant with the 
character of a gentleman. I think he ought to have asked for explanations 
before he made the charge. With reference to the charge itself, we are 

rfectly prepared to meet it before the House of Commons. I do not think 
it necessary here to enter into minute details. You, probably, are suf- 
ficiently familiar with the position of our affairs, but Iam perfectly ready 
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| |and willing to answer any question which any gentleman may think proper 
to put with reference to these or any other matters. As the statement 
with regard to the £130,000 which have taken the place of capitalized 
profit, it is clear that to Mr. Crawford our accounts are not intelligible, be- 
cause he has never inquired into the Acts under which we conduct our 
operations. Our own Act expressly authorizes us to capitalize the £130,000 
accumulated profits. With regard to the £560,000, it has been suggested 
by some friend that Mr. Crawford has confounded gross receipts with net 
profit—an odd confusion for a British merchant. But, unhappily, that 
does not help him, because the £560,000 does not agree with the one nor the 
other. With regard to the £42,000, we did, in the year 1864, carry a very 
considerable sum to the reserve-fund. You will remember that in 1864, I 
told you that we had paid our last penny of arrears due to the shareholders 
and to the bondholders, and that from that time every single penny would 
be carried to the reserve-fund, on the increment of which a reduction in 


in the price of gas to the utmost extent to which we thought we could 
safely go. I now move tlie adoption of the report and accounts, and that 
they be entered on the minutes. 

Mr. B. F. Watson seconded the motion. 

A PRopRIETOR quite agreed with the remarks which the chairman had 
made in reference to Mr. Crawford and the acts of the committee. It ap- 





| 1860, it should be shown that parties had availed themselves of the means 
|pointed out by the Act, whereas it was well known that vestries had re- 
'fused to appoint inspectors on the ground of expense. Therefore, when 
| people had not done what they might, they were not justified in coming to 
| Parliament and saying the Act had not been complied with. Looking to 
Mr. Crawford’s position, he thought if the statement made by the chairman 
were communicated to the honourable member, he would stand up in the 
| House of Commons and say, as an honourable man ought to say, that he 
‘had made a mistake, and was sorry for it. He wanted to know whether 
the bill would be brought before the proprietors as it was last year. 

| The CuHarrman: We do not propose to bring the bill before you, and for 
bey reason, that the bill, as I have stated, is nearly identical with the bill 
|of last year, with the one exception of the land at Fulham. Last year, our 
| bill came on before the Lords before Easter, therefore, when our general 
|| meeting took place, the bill had been through the Lords and was presented 





price would depend. On the Ist of July last we gave the public a reduction | 


peared to him that before any attempt was made to set aside the Act of | 


committee may take. Their duty is to inquire into the operation of the 
Act of 1860. If they think that Act has not operated beneficially and pro- 
rly, the committee will be justified in recommending some alteration; 
ut if they think otherwise, they will probably not deem it desirable 
that it should be altered. With reference to the comparison between our- 
selves and the French gas company, I can only say that I think the French 
people are satisfied with an inferior quality of gas than the people of Lon- 
don are. From inquiries, we find the Paris gas is not 12-candle gas, but 
when you come to compare the lighting of London and Paris, I admit that 
Paris is much better lighted than London, becanse there are just about 
double or treble the number of lights in the streets. Iiread the other day 
that the prefect had ordered 180 additional lamps in the Place dela Con- 
corde; and remember those are in addition to the large number already 
there. Now I believe if you stood at Northumberland House and looked 
around you in the large space of Trafalgar Square and Whitehall you could 
not count 180 lamps. It is the pay of the parochial authorities who 
leave our streets in that state of darkness of which people complain. 

The motion for the adoption of the report and accounts was then carried 
unanimously. 

A resolution, authorizing the payment of a dividend of 50s. per share, 
less income-tax, being at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum, was unani- 
mously carried. 

The following directors were unanimously re-elected :—James St. George 
Burke, Esq., Q.C., Lieut.-Col. Henry Creed, James Silver, Esq., Meaburn 
ep Esq., MP. Thomas Yates, Esq., auditor, was also re-elected 
nem. dis. 

A vote of thanks to the chairman, duly acknowledged on behalf of him- 
= and his colleagues, brought the proceedings of the meeting to a! 
ermination. 


CITY OF MOSCOW GAS COMPANY, LIMITED. 

The first Ordinary General Meeting of the Shareholders of this Company 
was held on Wednesday last, the 11th of April, at the London Tavern, 
Bishopsgate Street—H. W..Buiake, Esq., F.R.S., in the cbair. 

The Secretary read the notice convening the meeting, and the following 
report and statement of accounts were taken as read :— 


The directors have much pleasure in being able to congratulate the shareholders 
at this their first meeting on the great progress which has been made in the con- 








|| in its existing shape. Now, the bill has not been submitted to either Lords 

| or Commons. You had the opportunity of fully considering the matter 
|| last year, and I do not think any suggestions were made at that time in 
|| favour of alteration. Therefore [ should not think it necessary to put the 
|| shareholders to the trouble of holding a special meeting on the question. 
| 


It will be open to precisely the same objections that the honourable pro- 
|prietor vainly endeavoured to press upon the shareholders last year. 

{ 

{ 

| 


I 
| think he wanted that the qualification of the directors should be consider- 
|) ably reduced. 
| The Proprietor said that at the last half-yearly meeting he did say he 
| trusted that when the company went to Parliament they would make some 
| alteration in reference to tlie qualification of directors, but the bill of this 
|| year contained a clause which related to the scale of voting. It went to 
|| confer a plurality of votes on the large shareholders, and he thought a 
| small shareholder should have as much power as a voter as a large share- 
|| holder. 
|} The CHarrman: We have no objection to have a general meeting. 


By 
/ all means have it if you like. 

| Mr. LANGDALE said there was a feeling among the public with regard to 
the undue profits which they thought were made by the gas companies. 
| He would just say that the Paris Gas Company was paying a dividend of 
|16 per cent. to their shareholders, and the people of Paris were perfectly 
‘satisfied. With regard to the committee on the Corporation Gas Bill, he 
| would say that the old companies stood upon the Act of 1860. Was that 
Act sought to be repealed, because, if so, it must delay a reduction in the 
rice. 

The CHarrman: It is impossible for us to anticipate what steps the | 
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The CuarrMANn: Gentlemen, I have very great pleasure in adding to the 
report, which you have all read, a few remarks to give you some details of 
our operations since the commencement of the company, which was formed, 
as you are all aware, about this time last year. The contract was entered 
into for the execution of the works, I think, in May, 1865; and immediately 
after that steps were taken to procure, as quickly as possible, the land on 
which the works were to be erected, and the most vigorous measures were 
also taken for the execution of the whole of your vast establishment. Iam 
happy to say that at the commencement we were successful in obtaining a 
plot of land close to the great railway station, and in the very best possible 
position in all respects for the works. All the necessary details and legal 
formalities were gone through, and at the end of June we were in possession 
of the ground. Immediately afterwards operations began. The ground was 
levelled, and everything done with all possible activity by the contractors. 
I may as well mention now at once that nothing can be better than the 
arrangements which were made by the contractors. I make particular 
allusion to that, because remarks and inquiries have been made in conse- 
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; from 500 to 1000 lights each. 


Cash Statement, from April 15 to December 31, 1865. 
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struction of the works at Moscow during the past summer, and on the highly satis- 
factory reports which they have received from their agents as to the number of 
persons who have already given orders to have their houses or establishments at 
once fitted up for the consumption of gas. 

In the circular which was forwarded by the secretary to each proprietor in 
December last, it was stated that during the months of July, August, September, 
and October, when winter suspended all building operations, the following works 
were then completed—viz., the tanks of two of the large gasholders, with the dry 
wells and tar tanks; a third gasholder-tank had been advanced to the height of 8 
feet, and the foundations for the retort-houses, coal-stores, condenser, and purifying 
houses had been finished to the level of the ground-line ; also that 8000 tons of pipes 
had been delivered at Moscow. Since October extensive preparations have been 
made for the most vigorous prosecution of the works as soon as the season will per- 
mit, probably early in May. The mains have been distributed over the city, and 
immense quantities of brick, timber, and other building materials have been collected. 

In this country about 10,000 tons of pipes, gasholders, purifiers, condensers, 
hydraulic mains, and other apparatus have been prepared. Their shipment will 
commence about the middle of April, and the whole will probably be on the ground 
in two months afterwards. 

Since the beginning of the present year the company have been actively occupied 
in fixing the internal pipes in the houses of intended consumers, and so great has 
been the readiness on the part of the population to avail themselves of the advan- 
tages of lighting by gas, that applications have been already received, viz,, in the 
course of about three months, for more than 38,000 lights, and this exclusive of the 
large Government establishments, hospitals, and barracks, many of which will take 
This most gratifying result is far beyond what could 
have been anticipated, and there seems to be little or no reason to doubt that the 
company may commence their operations in October next, one year in advance of 
the period required by the concession, with a demand for gas represented in all 
probability by 50,000 lights. 

A statement of the cash receipts and expenditure up to the 3lst of December last | 
is annexed, 
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quence of the difficulties in which, at the end of last year, Messrs, Smith, 
Knight, and Co. were involved. They have in all departments the best sub- | 
contractors from England. I may mention that Messrs. Aird and Co. are 

engaged in laying the pipes, and other contractors of equal eminence are also 
employed. In the course of the four months that remained before the season 
closed a great deal was done, and the foundations were got in for all the 
buildings. During the winter, of course, all operations ceased. I may, 
however, say that such has been the vigour with which the works have been 
done, and such the preparations which have been made, that although the 
period granted by the terms of the concession is three years from the com- 
mencement to complete the works, we are positively assured, and have every 
reason to believe, that all will be completed in two years, and that we shail 
proceed to the ne of the town in October of this year. It was n " 
considering the very limited time allowed for working, to foresee, as far as 
possible, all the difficulties which we had to contend with, especially in a 
town in which no such thing as a gas establishment was known. We had 
to inquire what was the number of the lights which we might hope to com- 
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mence with. For this purpose we divided the town into districts, and I am 
happy to say that the result of our investigation altogether surpasses our ex- 
pectations. In the first three months, when there was nothing whatever to 
show the people what was doing, for very few pipes were laid, and the works 
were scarcely above ground, nevertheless, we obtained aoe for about 
40,000 lights, which is exclusive of all the Government establishments, all of 
which have intimated their intention of taking the gas. But the necessar 
formalities in Russia take time, and I have no doubt whatever that we shall 
have the lighting of all the hospitals, barracks, and large establishments in 
Moscow. When I state that we shall have 40,000 lights to begin with, it 
does not convey a “iy clear notion whether it is a large or small amount to 
gentlemen present. But I may mention that in the city of Milan, which is 
the best station of the Continental Union Gas Company, they have not more 
than 25,000 lights altogether. At St. Petersburg, after many years of lighting, 
and with a population of 600,000, they have only got up to 70,000 at 
the present moment. At Riga, they commenced with only 500 lights, 
graduall ie to 5000; and that, I think, gives you some comparative idea 
that 40,000 lights to begin with are an enormous amount. I believe it to be 
quite unprecedented. In ordinary gas companies they commence with a 
smal] umount, and they have a period in which the consumption of gas 
always increases, but by slow degrees. We shall begin, as I say, with that 
enormous amount of lighting, and the very moment we are in a position to 
turn on the gas we shall, as it were, put Moscow into a blaze of light at 
once. At St. Petersburg, although they began with comparatively few lights, 
they have regularly increased at the rate of about 20 per cent. per annum, 
and the amount of gas made there has been trebled since 1861. That 
gives some sort of notion how very rapidly the consumption of gas increases 
as s00n as le learn to recognize the advantages of it. The people who have 
made applications for lights are not those living in private dwelling-houses, 
but shops, manufactories, cafés, and hotels, and no doubt, in the course of a 
= or two, we shall have 120,000 or 130,000 lights. Then came another 

ifficulty which we endeavoured to foresee and guard against, which is 
that of getting into the houses all the details of fitting, chandeliers, and so 
on. To meet this, we sent out a large quantity of ordinary gas-fittings, and 
I have very little doubt that by September the fitters we sent out wil! have 
fitted up enough for 50,000 lights. Ido not like from the chair to be at all 
too sanguine, but when I consider what we are likely to begin with—that, in 
consequence of the peculiarity of the climate of Moscow, they will burn gas 
for a very long period through the winter, and that fuel being exceedingly 
dear we shall get a high = for our coke—there is every prospect, I think, 
of our being in a truly favourable position. I have just now ascertained 
that Messrs. Aird have sent out 100 foremen, and that in the course of a 
few weeks there will be 1500 men at work laying the pipes. I think, so far 
as the actual details of the works are concerned, I have said all that occurs 
tome. There is one point in the accounts which I wish to call attention to, 
and I do so because inquiries have been made and letters have been received 
since the issuing of the accounts. The item I allude to is that having 
reference to the amount paid to the concessionaires as per Articles of Asso- 
ciation. The principle upon which the concessionaires transferred all their 
privileges to this company is, that they only receive the actual expenses out 
of pocket in obtaining their concession, and depositing the caution-money ; 
and their actual benefits are only to arise from the division of profits after 
the shareholders receive 10 percent. It was stated in the prospectus that 
the outlay for engineering expenses and other preliminary charges was to be 
borne by the company. On investigation it was found that the concession- 
aires had not only been to great expense, but they were under considerable 
liabilities, and it was fixed, with a view of meeting the whole of those 
charges, that they should receive the sum of £25,000. In point of fact, that 
entry should have been divided under various heads which usually appear in 
the accounts, such as engineering and other expenses. When I mention 
that to obtain these privileges occupied seven or eight years—that they 
are not obtained in Russia with perfect ease—that, in point of fact, the 
formalities gone through are equivalent to obtaining an Act of Parliament 
here—when I also mention that the ordinary charge for engineering and 
surveying amounts to 5 per cent. in the usual way on the amount of the 
contract, and that the whole of these items come under 4 cent., I think it is 
sufficient to show that the amount is moderate. The concessionaires have 
not been paid more than they have expended. With these observations I 
shall be happy to answer any questions which may be put, and beg leave to 
move—-“ That the report and statement of accounts this day presented be 
received and adopted.” 

Mr. J. F. GreGory seconded the motion. 

A ProrRieTor inquired when the capital would be called up? 

The CHAIRMAN — that he could not answer the question, but no 
doubt the works would be going on at a rapid rate, and money would be 
required to carry them out. 

nother PROPRIETOR said he observed that £6000 had not been paid in 
calls made upon shareholders, and wopld be glad. to know whether any steps 
were going to be taken to forfeit those shares. He should also desire to 
be informed how many lights would be required before the company could 
pay adividend of 8 or 10 per cent. 

The CHArrMAN replied that the accounts were made up to the 3lst of 
December, and since that time he believed the amount of arrears had nearly 
all been paid. The amount now remaining unpaid was small, and, of course, 
if the calls were not paid the shares would be forfeited. With regard to the 
other question, it was extremely difficult to answer; but, judging from ex- 
perience, he thought he might safely say, that after the first twelve months 
they would be in a position to pay ‘a good dividend. 

Mr. T. E. W. Knicut said, notwithstanding the very favourable report 
which was issued in December last, and the like character attaching to the 
one the proprietors that day had in their possession—notwithstanding the 
chairman in his speech had pictured a bright future, the ugly and awkward 





| fact remained that the shares of the company were at a very uncomfortable | 


| discount in the market. Under those circumstances, it would not be matter 
| of surprise that some of the proprietors, at least, should desire to elicit in- 
| formation to see whether there was any good and sufficient cause for the 
| depreciation of their property. The chairman had said that one item in the 
accounts was calculated to mislead, because the various elements making it 
| up were not stated. He (Mr. Knight) desired to call attention to another 

item, and complain, not that the elements were not stated, but that they 

were so agglomerated together that little information was afforded. The 
|item he referred to was the following—“ Salaries, rent of offices, directors 
remuneration, and other expenses at London and Moscow, £5442 12s. 2d.’ 
He had not read the Articles of Association, and desired to know whether the 
sum to be paid to the directors was fixed by them, and at what amount it 
stood. Again, he had been informed that a gentleman had been appointed 
| resident engineer at Moscow, at the salary of £2000 per annum, and that he 
| Was to have found for him, in addition, a house, furniture, horses, carriages, 
| &e., &c. He could not help thinking that a gentleman of sufficient capacity 
| might have been obtained who would have performed the necessary duties 











for half the amount. He believed it was the custom, in some parts of the 
City of London, to act upon the principle of taking the sample as a specimen 
of the bulk; and if the information he had obtained were accurate, and the 
principle he had mentioned were applied, it might, in a measure, account 
for the depressed state of their shares, because the inference might have 
been drawn by some that extravagance was the order of the day. He would 
just mention that some time since he was travelling in a railway carriage, when 

e entered into conversation with a gentleman whom he learned was largely 
connected with the Russian trade, He turned the discussion to the Moscow Gas 
Company, when the gentleman offered to communicate with his correspondent 
at Moscow, and let him (Mr. Knight) know the result of inquiries made on 
the spot. The consequence was that the answer returned affirmed that the 
calculations upon which the company was based were fallacious. He could 
assure honourable proprietors that he had no desire to give a lunge at his 
own vine because he had not patience to wait the arrival of the fruit-bearing 
season ; but thinking it probable that similar information might have 
reached others, he desired to give the chairman an opportunity of replying 
to it. He also inquired whether the interesting calculation had been made 
as to how much per cent. dividend on the paid-up capital of the company 
the anticipated 50,000 lights in October next would yield. The only other 
question he desired to put was, whether Mr. J. R. Peill, whose name ap- 
peared appended to the accounts as auditor, was a professional accountant, 
and was he a shareholder in the company ? 

The CuarrMaNn: In reply to the honourable proprietor who has just 
spoken, I may say there is no doubt that there is great depreciation in the 

rice of our shares; and I know nothing more difficult to account for. 

verything has gone downward within the last year. If people buy shares 
and want to sell them when there are no buyers of course the price will 
godown. As regards the intrinsic merits of the concern, they are far better 
now than when the prospectus came out. Then there was some speculation 
as to the quantity of lights that might be taken; whereas, as I have already 
said, an enormous amount will be secured. There is nothing therefore 
whatever as regards the prospects of the company which is not most satis- 
factory. Why these shares are down I cannot tell, except that they are in 
very good company and very bad company, for every description of shares 
almost without exception has a tendency downwards. I may just mention 
that the shares of the St. Petersburg Gas Company six months ago were at 
12 discount, whereas at the present moment, in consequence of the natural 
increase going on, they are at.18 per cent. premium. Therefore I can give 
no reason except the mere fact that this is a company which is not yet paying 
a dividend. With regard to the next question, I may state that the amount 
of remuneration to be given to the board is fixed by the Articles of Association 
at the sum of £2700 per year. No doubt the office expenses in London and 
at Moscow might have been given in detail; and they can be in the future. 
I may mention that the office expenses in London are £563, and at Moscow 
£652; advertising, printing, and stationery, £938; travelling expenses, 
£166; postage, £38; and a variety of other details. The next point of 
inquiry was with reference to the gentleman who will have to take charge 
of these works. Nothing is so important as to get the best possible man. 
We tried to get a person of good character who was both practically and 
theoretically acquainted with gas-works. We have found such a gentleman 
in Mr. Leslie, who is very well known indeed to the gas world, and who is| 
at the head of the Crystal Palace Gas Company at the present moment. | 
When the gentleman says he is to receive £2000 a year, with carriages and 
horses, and so on, that is entirely erroneous. He is to receive £1750 a year. 
Of course he will have rooms. As to the erroneous calculations, I can only say 
we have done our best and made the best calculations we could. The rate 
at which gas will be sold, and the price we shall get for our coke, I am quite 
certain will leave a very large profit. There are several gentlemen on the 
board, myself included, who are connected with gas-works, and who have 
not the smallest doubt in the world that the price which we shall receive 
will be such as to leave a very highly remunerative profit. 

A PropRIETOR inquired how many directors there were upon the board, 
and how often they met. 

The CuarnMan: There are nine, and they meet once a fortnight, and 
sometimes twice a week. With regard to the other question put by the| 
honourable proprietor, respecting Mr. Peill, I may say that the Articles of} 
Association provided that the directors should appoint an auditor until the| 
first meeting. Mr. Peill is the auditor of the Oriental Gas Company; he is a} 
shareholder, and is extremely well acquainted with such subjects. 

Mr. Goprrey said no one could feel more than he did the importance of | 
having gentlemen of intelligence to manage their affairs, and he was quite 
sure that they had been obtained in the eelection of the present board. At! 
the same time, having regard to the duties which the directors would be able 
to perform in this country; the amount of remuneration certainly appeared 
large. All the details of the business must necessarily be managed in Mos- 
cow, 3000 miles away. It was a country more foreign than any other 
European nation, in language and habit, and it was almost impossible for the 
directors here rightly to understand what was going on abroad. It appeared 
to him that the directors must have comparatively little to do in the manage- 
ment, and the chairman had told them that they were to receive £2700 per 
year. But in addition to that, he found in the Articles of Association that 
they would have for every 2} per cent. of dividend over 5 per cent. an addi- 
tional £500 a year. So that, when the proprietors received a dividend of 
15 per cent., the remuneration of the directors would amount to no less than 
£4700 a year. He was not conversant with the remuneration which directors 
in this country received, but he should think, comparing the Moscow with 
the Imperial cr the Phoenix, it was out of all proportion. The chairman had 
explained in some measure the present depreciation of their shares by refer- 
ence to the condition of the money market, and had referred to the good|} 
prospects of the company. With regard to the public lights, he found that 
taking the silver rouble at 3s., they would get about 4s. 8d. per 1000 cubic 
feet; and considering the freight of coals and other expenses, which were 
much greater than in this country, he did not think it a remunerative price. 
The chairman had made mention of the Oriental Gas Company, but that was 
a very different price from what the Oriental Company were getting in Cal- 
cutta. He agreed with the remark that the accounts ought to have been a 
little more in detail, particularly the item of £5442, to which reference had 
been made. With regard to the audit of the accounts, as in a very short time 
they would assume considerable magnitude, he thought it was desirable that 
they should have two auditors, and that one should be a professional ac- 
countant. It always gave greater confidence to the public and to the share- 
holders if one gentleman was of known character, and a professional man, 
occupying the position of a public accountant. 

A Proprietor inquired in what the caution-money was invested. 

The CHATRMAN replied, in guaranteed Russian railway shares. 

Mr. Hucu Oxennam said he arrived late, and he did not know whether 
any statement had been made as to what would be the calculated profit on 
50,000 lights, and whether those 50,000 lights had been subscribed for, or 
whether it was only an estimate which had been made. 
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The CuatrMan: At the present moment 40,000 lights have been actually 
subscribed for in three months, and as we have now got four or five months 
before us, and emer are coming in every week, there can be no doubt 
that the 50,000 lights will be reached. 
Mr. Hucu OxenHAmM: Have you made a calculation as to the profit on the 
50,000 lights? 
The CuarrMan : Considering that to a certain degree the profit must de- 
nd upon the price we get for our coke, I can hardly answer the question ; 
ut I believe 25s. a light is a very moderate estimate of profit. The honour- 
able proprietor had remarked that little work was to be done by the board. 
He could only assure the honourable gentleman that if he were a member of 
the board he would entertain a wholly different opinion. 
A PRopRIETOR inquired when the directors proposed to make any further 


The Cuarnman: We make the calls quite as rapidly as the shareholders 
desire, with a view of paying our contractors as they goon. Our bankers 
have kindly lent us a sum of £40,000 in advance of calls at 1 per cent. above 
the bank rate. 
A PROPRIETOR inquired whether all the shares had been issued? 
The CHarrMAN: The number issued is 25,000. 
Mr. Hueu OxenHAM said it would be simpler to state in the accounts the 
amount received on so many shares allotted. 
Mr. T. E. W. Knicut inquired why the 10,000 shares remaining un- 
allotted had not been issued. 
The CuarrMANn: A vast number of applications came, but, looking to the 
time and the nature of the os we thought it desirable to have 
25,000 pretty good holders, as far as we could then see, and leave out some 
who might not be, especially as 25,000 was sufficient to carry out our object. 
The resolution for the adoption of the report and accounts then passed 
unanimously. 
Mr. Fawcert said as he knew the gentleman who had audited the 
accounts, he took upon himself to say that he (Mr. Fawcett) had the honour 
of belonging to the Oriental Gas Company, of which Mr. Peill was the 
auditor, and being an engineer retired from business and understanding the 
subject, he (Mr. Fawcett) considered Mr. Peill highly qualified to perform 
the duties of the office; and he had great pleasure in proposing his name to 
the meeting as the auditor for the ensuing year. 
Mr. T. E. W. Knicut said that he knew nothing whatever of Mr. Peill, 
and made the inquiry respecting that gentleman for the purpose only of 
eliciting information; but as possibly he might have been misunderstood, 
he would take that opportunity of saying that, after hearing the explana- 
tion which had been given by Mr. Faweett, he had the very greatest 
pleasure in seconding the proposition that Mr. Peill be re-elected an auditor 
of the company. 
The resolution passed unanimously. 
Mr. Goprrey suggested that they should have a second auditor, a profes- 
sional man, and proposed Mr. Kemp, of the firm of Kemp, Ford, and Co., as 
an auditor for the ensuing year; and that the remuneration to be paid to 
the auditors be £50. He (Mr. Godfrey) was associated with Mr. Kemp in 
the auditorship of another company, and he knew that that gentleman was 
not in the habit of delegating his duties, but of performing them personally. 
He thought it was very objectionable to have only one gentleman as the 
auditor, because it was throwing too great a responsibility upon him. 
Mr. Hucu OxenuAm seconded the motion, and concurred in the view that 
a professional auditor was very desirable. 

he resolution passed nem. dis. 
On the motion of Mr. Goprrey, a cordial vote of thanks was passed to the 
chairman, and the proceedings terminated. ; 





DUBLIN ALLIANCE AND CONSUMERS GAS COMPANY. 

The Half-Yearly Meeting of the Company was held at the Company’s 
Offices, 114, Grafton Street, on Saturday, the 3lst ult.—T. M. Gresuam, 
Esq. (chairman of the board) in the chair. 
The Secretary (Mr. John Stevenson) read the advertisement calling the 
meeting, and also the report of the directors, as follows :— 
The board of directors, in submitting to the proprietors the accounts for the half 
year ending the 3lst of December, have again to offer their most hearty congratula- 
tions on the prosperous state of the company’s affairs. It will be perceived, on 
comparing the present account with that of the corresponding period of last year, 
that, notwithstanding the reduction in the price of gas, the revenue of the company 
has increased by upwards of £1600. In other words, the account shows that when 
the selling price of gas was 4s. 9d. per 1000 feet the gross income amounted to only 
£28,475, while at 4s. 6d. the operations of the half year produced a gross income of 
£30,029. ‘This is a state of things which cannot fail to be satisfactory to the share- 
holders, and the board congratulate them accordingly on such results. 
The directors have to report that the works, buildings, retort-houses, and ma- 
chinery at the station on Sir John Rogerson’s Quay are, as usual, in excellent work- 
ing order and condition, and that during the past winter, although the demand on 
the resources of the concern was so largely in excess of any preceding report, the 
28 yg mene of the public were promptly met and adequately provided for. It is 
right, however, to state that the operations of next season will require new and 
increased facilities for storeage and distribution; another telescopic gasholder, 
106 feet ia diameter, is accordingly in course of erection at the works, as well as 
the necessary apparatus for the substitution of oxide of iron for the present process 
of purification by wet lime. Other and very important works are in contemplation, 
including an additional trunk main, 36 inches in diameter, to Carlisle Bridge. This 
will be a most useful auxiliary to the present means of supply, and the board have 
no doubt that its effects will be equally beneficial to the shareholders and satisfac- 
tory to the customers of the company. 
At the meeting in September last the board made two very important announce- 
ments to the proprietors. First, that they were about to seek for additional parlia- 
mentary powers, with respect to both capital and territory; and secondly, that they 
were in negotiation with the corporation of Dublin for the supply of gas to the 
Dublin lamps. The proprietors are aware that the first of these propositions has 
already made considerable progress, the bill, of which due notice was given in No- 
vember, having received the sanction of the House of Lords and been read a first 
time in the Commons, As regards the second, the board have great pleasure in 
stating that their tender to supply the public lamps for a period of ten years, com- 
puting from the 4th day of January, 1867, has been accepted, the corporation taking 
upon themselves the duty of lighting, cleansing, and extinguishing the lamps. This 
contract initiates a new era in the history of public lighting in Ireland, inasmuch 
as it provides that the gas shall be supplied, not in bulk, and for a fixed sum per 
annum, as has hitherto been the practice, but by meter, the corporation paying, as 
the private consumers do, for, and only for, what they actually consume. 

In order to provide means and appliances for carrying this contract into operation, 
a large additional outlay on buildings, pipes, posts, lamps, and other necessary 
works would have been required at the hands of the proprietors of the Alliance and 
Consumers Company, but the board have the satisfaction of stating that the neces- 
sity for the greater part of this additional outlay will be entirely obviated by an 
arrangement they have made—which the board are satisfied the proprietors will re- 
gard as a wise and prudent one—with the Commercial Gas Company of Ireland and 
the United General Company. ‘i 

The board are satisfied that it would be impossible to overrate the value and im- 
portance of this arrangement, but they content themselves for the present by stating 























The ent with the C ial Gas Company contemplates the absorption 
and amalgamation of the capital and works of that company with the 
works of this, while the bill now before the House of C will all the 


works, mains, machinery, and property of the United General Gas Company to the 
Alliance Coneaare and thus confer on them the power of carrying out their contract} 
for the public lighting without incurring either the unnecessary expense of laying 
duplicate mains in districts already supplied by the United General, or of making 
immediate calls on the holders of the ‘Alliance shares. . 

Of the policy of these arrangements, either in a pecuniary or social point of view, 
it is unnecessary to say much, and the more especially as they will presently be 
submitted in detail to the special general meeting; but the directors consider it due 
to themselves to state that they have given these matters the most anxious and de- 
liberate consideration, and the result Se been a thorough conviction of the wisdom 
and propriety of the course they have adopted. In this view, they rejoice to say, 
they have been encouraged and sustained by the unanimous feeling and opinion of 
the citizens of Dublin, and the local authorities and inhabitants of the outlying 
townships which are to be affected by the bill. A petition in favour of the measure, 
signed by nearly four thousand of the largest and most influential consumers of 
in the city of Dublin, was presented to the House of Lords; while similar unanimity 
was exhibited, not only by the inhabitants of the townships of Rathmines and 
Rathgar, Pembroke, Blackrock, Kingstown, Dalkey, and Bray, but by the local 
authorities of these districts, all of whom petitioned the House in favour of the 
measure. In point of fact, the only opposition it encountered came from the corpo- 
ration of Dublin, whose counsel and agents appeared before the committee not as 
opponents of the principle, but as claimants for clauses which they regarded as 
essential to the interests of the parties having charge of the public lighting. 

Of the details of the agreements with the existing gas companies, it may be suffi- 
cient to state that they comprise—first, the transfer of the works at Kingstown and 
Dundrum of the Commercial Gas Company of Ireland, the {shareholders in which 
are to be represented by works and capital to the amount of £100,000, which will be 
divided into 10,000 shares of £10 each, and on which the sum of £50,000 has been 
paid up; and secondly, the transfer of all the works, mains, buildings and ma- 
chinery of the United General Gas Company, situated within the city of Dublin and 
the counties of Dublin and Wicklow, at a sum to be named vy T. G. Barlow, Esq., 
C.E., on the part of the Alliance Company, and T. nT sq., C.E., on the 
of the United General Company, such sum not to exceed £270,000, or to be less than 
£240,000; and in the event of a disagreement as to value, a reference to be made to 
an umpire, whose decision shall be final and binding upon both parties. Of the 
sum so fixed and named by the valuators or umpire, one-half is to be paid in cash 
within a limited period, and the other half in shares of the amalgamated company, 
which is to take the unused stock and stores, book debts, &c., of the Unit 
General Company, at the valuation of the same arbitrators, all of which, with the 
works and plant, &c., are to be transferred to, and become the absolute property of, 
the Alliance and Dublin C s Gas Company on the 29th day of September 
next. 

Having thus briefly submitted the principal details of this most important ar- 
rangement to the meeting—an arrangement full of advantage to the public as well 
as to the shareholders—the board now refer it to your calm consideration in the 
confident hope that it will confirm and perpetuate that prosperity which, up to the 
present, has in so remarkable a manner characterized and distinguished the opera- 
tions of the Alliance and Dublin C s Gas Company. 

It only now remains for the board to direct the attention of the meeting to the 

ts, and especially to the profit and loss account, showing a net profit on 
the working of the half year of £7268 17s. 8d., which has been added to the fund 
applicable to dividend, from which they recommend the payment of a dividend of 78. 
per share, free of income-tax, 











The statement of accounts was taken as read. 

On the motion of the CHARMAN the seal of the company was affixed to 
the register of shareholders. 

The CHAIRMAN moved that the report and statement of accounts be 
received and adopted. He said they had heard read the report of the 
Alliance Gas Company, and he thought he could fairly say that nothing 
could be more satisfactory than their position that day. Although they were 
to have a special meeting at two o'clock, to transact other business in con- 
nexion with their affairs, he trusted it would be found that everything done 
was equally satisfactory, as everything that had been done for years appeared 
to them to be. He would not “4 their time further, and if he were 
talking for hours he would finish as he did now, by saying that if he knew 
of anything contrary to their interests gcing on or about to take place—if 
he knew anything contrary to the admirable report their secretary read 
—he would not stand up that day and tell them he was satisfied everything 
was right and ask their assent to what had been done. 

Sir Joun Gray, M.P., said he had much pleasure in seconding the motion, 
and in congratulating the chairman and his colleagues upon the very suc- 
cessful working of the affairs of the company during the past half year. 
They all rejoiced to find that a native company which had been so successful 
was determined to prosecute with earnestness and vigour its successful career, 
and still further to increase that success. He had particular satisfaction in 
seconding the report, because of the apparently—he would not say hostile, 
but the apparently antagonistic position he personally occupied for some 
time to their company in relation to the gas question. Ile took a strong 
interest in the movement which was set on foot in the city some time since 
for increasing the illuminating power of gas. The subject underwent con- | | 
siderable discussion ; he paid considerable attention to it, and took the liberty 
on more than one occasion of expressing a very strong opinion in favour of 
an increased illuminating power. Possibly some shareholders might think 
he went farther in expressing that opinion than was satisfactory to them ; 
but he thought the result would pens satisfactory to the public, to the com- 
pany, and to the shareholders. It was particularly gratifying to him as a|; 
citizen of Dublin to find that the opinions expressed in favour of an in- || 
creased illuminating power were accepted—not by strangers, not by parties 
who had no direct interest in the welfare of the city, not by parties whose 
great object was to take as much as they could out of the city, but by parties | 
intimately connected with the welfare and prosperity of the city—by that | 
company, the majority of the shares in which were held by residents of 
Dublin, who were as much interested in the welfare of the city as they were 
interested in the welfare of the company. He thought they had great \ 
reason to be satisfied with the success of theircompany. If those who took 
some part in endeavouring to increase the illuminating power of the gas to | 
be used by the citizens had reason to be satisfied, the chairman and his col- | 
leagues had double reason to be satisfied, because = had the wisdom to see 
that granting what would be satisfactory to the public would in the end be! 
beneficial to the shareholders and the company, and, seeing that, they boldly 
came forward to meet the demand of the public. But in doing so they had 
even gone farther than the public would have expected. They saw the in- || 
terests of their shareholders would be advanced by that, and they would reap || 
the reward of their wisdom and spirit on seeing that by the course they took || 
they at once promoted the good of the public and the pecuniary interest of || 
their shareholders. It was particularly gratifying thet that course should || 
have been taken by a native company; so that they would have all parties in 
Dublin—the corporation, the consumers, the shareholders in the company, | 
and the general public—working heartily together to sustain the company, || 
and make it what he believed it was destined to be, one of the most successful J 
commercial speculations established in that or the sister country for a long}! 
time. He felt it would be intruding on the meeting to occupy their time at} | 











that it provides for the satisfaction of all the wants and requirements of the company | 20Y greater length than to express his congratulations to the directors and 
at a comparatively trifling outlay of capital, and at the smallest possible amount of | 8hareholders—of whom he was happy to say he was now one himself—at the), 
inconvenience to the public. wise and spirited course they had taken in meeting the public demands—a; 
eA 
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a course that, as the want clearly showed, would in the end be beneficial to 
themselves. They would permit him to refer to one clause of the report as 
highly indicative of the manner in which the directors carried on the com- 
pany. In the second clause of their eens they developed the fact that the 
reduction in the price of gas had produced an increase of gross income to 
themselves. They did not wish to conceal that fact from the public, but, on 
the contrary, developed the fact to the public that in serving them they 
served themselves, and they thereby gave the best assurance to the public 
that in the arrangements they had made for taking into their hands the re- 
sources of the Commercial Gas Company and the works of the United General 
Gas Company they would continue to work on the same principle, and be 
always ready to prove that in endeavouring to advance their own interests 
they would confer corresponding advantages upon the consumers and the 
general public. 

The CHAtRMAN said that, in putting the motion for the adoption of the 
report, which had been so ably seconded by Sir John Gray, he felt proud at 
hearing such testimony to the manner in which that company had always 
endeavoured to meet the wishes and interests of the public. 

The report was unanimously adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN moved a resolution declaring a dividend of 7s. per share, 
- income-tax, such dividend to be payable on and after the 23rd of 

pril. 

Alderman Moy.an seconded the motion, which was adopted. 

Mr. D’Ancy moved the re-election of the outgoing directors, Messrs. Fot- 
trell, Moylan, Mullins, and Reynolds. 

Mr. Lea seconded the motion, which was adopted nem. dis. 

= TALLON moved the re-election of Mr. John Heyland, the outgoing 
auditor. 

Mr. D’Ancy seconded the motion, which was carried. 

Mr. A. Fox said he had great pleasure in moving that the thanks of the 
meeting be given to the directors for their very ful t of the 
affairs of the company. 

Mr. Epwarp Nowan said he had much pleasure in seconding the motion. 
The directors were well entitled to the thanks of the shareholders, 

The motion was adopted. 





to move the thanks of the shareholders to the able secretary and to the officers 
of the company, for the very efficient manner in which they discharged their 
duties; and he never did so with more pleasure than on the present occasion. 
With regard to Mr. Stevenson, it was scarcely necessary to speak of his in- 
valuable services to the company, and especially in relation to the carrying 
out of the measure of amalgamation which must tend to make that a great 
and prosperous company. He moved the marked thanks of the meeting to 
Mr. Stevenson for his close attention to the affairs of the company, and his 
great zeal in promoting their interests; and he included in the motion their 
highly efficient staff. He believed there was not a company in Ireland had 
a more obliging or efficient staff. 

Mr. Devitt, T.C., said he hop&d he would be allowed the pleasure of 
seconding the vote of thanks. Mr. D’Arcy had spoken with regard to other 
gentlemen besides Mr. Stevenson. He was sure that what Mr. D’Arcy said 
was deserved by those gentlemen, but he wished to apply himself to a few 
matters with regard to Mr. Stevenson. He had had an opportunity of seeing 
his anxiety for the welfare of that company in places where many gentlemen 
a might not have seen it—that was, at the other side of the water. 

the interests of the company in relation to the parliamentary proceedings 
were Mr. Stevenson’s own private interests, he could not have shown greater 
attention or ability in trying to protect and advance them. Morning, noon, 
and night, he was occupied in arranging and working to bring about this 
crowning of his labours for that company. Everything the report said in 
connexion with the amalgamation he (Mr. Devitt) was sure would be carried 
out. He had no doubt but the shareholders would receive the immense ad- 
vantages promised, and that before long they would receive their 10 per cent., 
while the overplus would be divided amongst the consumers. Referring to 
Mr. Stevenson’s unwearying and zealous efforts to promote the welfare of that 
company, he was glad that the example of rewarding an able and valuable 
officer had been set them in another establishment, of which Dublin might 
also be proud—he referred to the Royal Bank, which had raised its able 
manager, Mr. Copland, to.a position of great eminence. He trusted the time 
was not far distant when Mr. Stevenson’s exertions would also receive the 
reward to which they were well entitled. That was the first time he had the 
honour of appearing there, but he could not deny himself the gratification of 
expressing what he felt in reference to Mr. Stevenson’s services to the 
company. 

The CuarrMaNn said he could assure both the mover and seconder that in 
what they had said respecting Mr. Stevenson they only expressed the senti- 
ments of the directors. They, too, had the highest opinion of Mr. Stevenson’s 
abilities, and of his anxiety to apply those abilities for the good of the com- 
pany. Not one word had been said of Mr. Stevenson that he did not adopt, 
and he was sure he might say the same for his brother directors. 

The resolution was put, and carried. 

Mr. SrEVENSON said he need sy! assure them that he felt extremely 
grateful for the manner in which Mr. D'Arcy and Mr. Devitt had spoken of 
him. It was, of course, very gratifying to him to know that any services 
which he had rendered to the company at any time, but especially in the re- 
lation to the great project now before them, were so kindly considered by 
that, the largest meeting that ever assembled in that room. He assured them 
he was deeply sensible of their kindness. He sincerely regretted the name 
of another officer of the company was not iticluded in the resolution—he 
meant Mr. Cantwell. It would be impossible to do justice to the services 
which his excellent friend, Mr. Cantwell, had rendered to the company in 
relation to this project. Mr. Devitt had spoken of his (Mr. Stevenson’s) 
services in connexion with the wenn J proceedings. He could truly 
say those observations were specially applicable to Mr. Cantwell, whom he 
knew to be engaged for several successive nights, and until advanced hours 
in the mornings, poring over papers and parchments relating to this amalga- 
mation. He was aware that in the early stage of the proceedings, when he be- 
lieved the interests of the company were involved, Mr. Cantwell went to London 
in direct opposition to the directions of his medical attendant. He repeated 
that it would be impossible to adequately estimate the value of Mr. Cantwell’s 
services to the company. With respect to himself and his brother officers, 
he felt extremely gratified at the compliment paid them. He concurred with 
Mr. D'Arcy that the officers of the company}were most zealous and indefatigable 
in their exertions to promote its interesta. He had no doubt that the efforts 
they had made to forward the interests of the Alliance Company would be 
continued to the same extent in the amalgamated company. 

Mr. Boyce said the een of Mr. Cantwell prevented him from saying 
what otherwise he should have great pleasure in saying respecting his services 
to the company. But he could not — himself the pleasure of expressing 
his sense of the able manner in which Mr. Cantwell had discharged his 





Mr. D’Ancy said it had been his privilege and pleasure on many occasions. 





ay. ome duties. Mr. Stevenson had gone into some details about what 
r. Cantwell had done in London, but from what he knew of his labours 
here, he felt great pleasure in moving a special vote of thanks to Mr. 
Cantwell. 

Mr. E. Fox said he had much pleasure in seconding the motion of his friend 
Mr. Boyce. It was his (Mr. Fox’s) privilege to have taken some part in the 
formation of the company, and he knew that Mr. Cantwell had been identi- 
fied with it from the first, and that throughout that long connexion its pros- 
perity had been with him always paramount to every other consideration. 
After a growth, during many years characterized by great vicissitudes for 
commercial undertakings, they found that company in a more promising 
condition now than at any period of its existence; and he thought that was 
traceable, in a large degree, to the sound and judicious advice it had received 
at periods when its condition was critical from the law-adviser, his friend 
Mr. Cantwell. Much depended upon the action of a professional adviser, and 
it certainly was the smallest compliment they could pay him that day to say 
they recognized in him a professional gentleman of rare ability and un- 
swerving integrity, who had given to the company the benefit of an intel- 
lectual mind, which largely contributed to the condition in which they found 
it that day. 

The CHAIRMAN said he was sure that every director, as he did, concurred 
in every word that had been said by Mr. Boyce and Mr. Fox respecting Mr. 
Cantwell. They all admitted at the board that they were fortunate in having 
such a gentleman to advise them. No one was better able to speak of what 
he had none than Mr. Stevenson, for he was constantly associated with him 
both here and in London about the affairs of the company. On all such 
occasions, whether in opposing or promoting bills, all they did was under 
oe sound advice which the gigantic mind of Mr. Cantwell was able to give 
them. 

Mr. CANTWELL said it would be quite impossible that he could appropriate 
to himself the kind, he must say the flattering things said of him by his 
friend Mr. Boyce and his friend Mtr. Fox; but though he could not appro- 
priate them, he could at least be grateful for the kindness of those who said 
them. And he could assure those gentlemen that, during the remainder of 
his connexion with that company, be it long or be it short, he should endea- 
vour by the performance of his duty to show he was not insensible of such 
observations. But much as he prized what these two gentleman had said, 
sincerely as he estimated their opinions and sentiments with respect to him, | 
he must say they became comparatively valueless when he had to thank 
his brother officer for the generous, though exaggerated, terms in which he 
had referred to his name. He knew he was undeserving of much that had 
been said, but he knew that Mr. Stevenson spoke with sincerity. He had 
worked with him from the infancy of that undertaking, from a period when 
it was small and weak till now that it had attained, he might say in com- 
mercial language, a gigantic stature, and never having had with him a 
moment's difference, being almost in friendship a brother in nature as well| 
as a brother officer, he must say that, gratified as he was at the manner in) 
which the mover and seconder of the resolution had spoken of him, he was! 
deeply gratified at the reference made to his humble services by Mr. Steven- 
son, and he thanked him sincerely. 

On the motion of Sir Joun Gray, the second chair was taken by Alder-| 
man Moytay, D.L. | 

Sir Joun Gray moved the thanks of the meeting to Mr. Gresham for his 
conduct in the chair on that occasion. Sir John Gray said that speaking as| 
a shareholder, he wished to express his sentiments regarding what was due to 
Mr. Gresham, not only for his conduct then, but for the great ability which 
he displayed in the interest of the shareholders in the course of the negotia- 
tions which had been so successfully carried out and approved of by that| 
meeting. The subject with which Mr. Gresham had to deal was a large one, 
and Mr. Gresham brought to its consideration a power of comprehension fully, 
equal to it. He knew how to be firm when firmness was necessary, and| 
he knew how to concede without a sacrifice of principle. ‘To his courteous) 
and conciliatory manner, and to the great ability which he displayed in | 
common with his colleagues, they owed the success of these important nego-| 
tiations. The gentleman with whom on the opposite side they had to deal/ 
acted with them in good faith, and made every r ble ion when 
such concessions were necessary for the general interests. The other gas) 
companies seeing the spirit of fair play and generosity with which the com-| 
pany so ably presided over by Mr. Gresham had dealt with the whole ques-|| 
tion, which was one of such importance to them all, met them in the same, 
spirit, and accordingly an arrangement had been effected with respect to| 
which they might well congratulate themselves. He (Sir John Gray) had 
very great pleasure in proposing this vote of thanks to Mr. Gresham, 

r. D’Arcy seconded the motion. 

The CHarRMAN then put the resolution, and in doing so expressed his 
hearty concurrence in it. } 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

Mr. GresHam said: Mr. Chairman, Sir John Gray, and gentlemen, I feel 
extremely thankful for the handsome manner in which this resolution has 
been proposed and adopted. I feel particularly indebted to Sir John Gray 
for the manner in which he spoke of the part I took in the conduct of these 
negotiations, but indeed what he has said of me might more proper] 
have been said of himself, without whose exertions this amicable, and 
trust and hope, most beneficial arrangement which we have made woul¢ 
never have been carried out. I am only repeating now what I have said 
out of doors, when I tell you that I never found a gentleman more anxious | 
than Sir John Gray was to do what was fair to others, while he took care of 
his own company. The three companies are now to be amalgamated in one, 
and this is a result very much due to Sir John Gray, who was able to bring 
his influence to bear in places where it had weight. While, as the head of 
his own company, he looked to the interests of that concern, he did not for- 
get that he was assisting in legislating for what was to be but part and parcel 
of that oe so that he acted without endeavouring to obtain any advan- 
tage over us. If this negotiation were only a private matter of my own, I 
should like to have Sir John Gray as my adviser. Whatever ability I am 
possessed of I devoted to the interests of your company. As an old man 
cannot be long amongst you; but as long as I remain with you I hope that 
my conduct will be such as that I shall in no way forfeit your confidence. 
I am within one year of fourscore years of age, and therefore I cannot be 
long here ; but if I could persuade myself that I deserve a large portion of 
what Sir John Gray has said of me, I should feel that I have followed up & 
course worthy of myself and of those whom I shall leave after me. hen 
people arrive at that time of life when they must think of the way in which 
they will leave their property, it forms a part of their anxiety that the 
should leave a good name behind them, and I am sure, gentlemen, you Ww! 1 
believe me when I tell you that I am most anxious to leave behind me 4 
good name. Therefore, 1 say gentlemen, that if you put your trust in me 
you _ not do so in vain. I beg again to return you my most sincere 


than 
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Spzcrat Meerina. 

The meeting was then made special for the purpose of submitting a reso- 
lution in favour of the adoption of the bill now pending in Parliament for 
the amalgamation of the Alliance, the United General, and the Commercial 
Gas Companies. 

On the: motion of Mr. Fotrrext, the chair was again taken by T. M. 
GresHAM, Esq. 

Mr. CANTWELL (solicitor) said: Gentlemen, before I propose the resolution 
which has been entrusted to me, I beg to state to you the general scope of 
the bill now pending before Parliament, at the instance of this company, 
and I shall go through it at such length as any of the individual proprietors 
of the company now present may think necessary, for the purpose of perfectly 
and completely understanding the provisions of this very important measure. 
The bill has already passed a committee of the House of Lords, and it has 

assed a still more strict ordeal, one which I venture to say is not too strict 
in reference to the public interests, I mean Lord Redesdale, a very upright 
and competent judge of such matters as those dealt with in the present bill. 
It has gone through three stages in the House of Lords, and through one 
reading in the House of Commons; and now, by the Standing Orders of that 
House, for the protection of shareholders in public companies, the bili comes 
to you in the shape in which it at present stands to be considered by you, 
who are now called upon to say whether you approve of its provisions, or 
whether you consider it a bill which is not such as, having regard to your 
interests, ought to be passed. Gentlemen, you have before you that clear, 
able, and, what you oaght to appreciate most, a candid report prepared by 
your secretary; so that, your minds being largely _ by that document 
to understand the leading features of this bill, 1am saved the trouble of 
going — through its provisions, ‘That report has stated to you that 
there are two leading objects to be achieved by this bill—first, the amalga- 
mation of this company with the Commercial Gas Company of Ireland, 
Limited, and next to obtain power to purchase from the United General 
Company—better and more familiarly known to you as the Hibernian Com- 
pany, their plant, and their works, and their business in the city of Dublin 
and in the counties of Dublin and Wicklow. The amalgamation with the 
Commercial Company really requires no statement or explanation from me 
beyond this, that the project for that amalgamation arose in the most simple 
and just way in which a pro of that kind could originate. Asa share- 
holder in this company addressing my brother shareholders, I do not tell 
you anything new when I say that it had been alleged against us that we 
were really not competitors with the United General Gas Company, but that 
we carried on our business upon an understanding with them which had 
the effect of working as a monopoly. Now, that allegation might be 
plausible, but I will only say that it was more plausible than just, and that 
from our inception down to the present moment we were a distinct self- 
acting company. ‘Towards the close of the last year the corporation of 
Dublin advertised for tenders for the public lighting of the city. The two 
other companies that I have named put in tenders—so did this company. 
The tender put in by this company was an independent one, and I think I 
| may assert as much for those put in by the other companies. They were 
honest tenders, sent in by the several companies without any understanding 
whatever between these companies in reference to their tenders. The cor- 
poration, in a just and fair spirit, and in a which b them asa 
public body, considered these tenders, and the result was the acceptance of 
the tender sent in by this company for the public lighting of this city. A 
contract was accordingly entered into between the corporation and this com- 
pany which will come into force on the 4th of January, 1867. Now, you 
are all sufficiently acquainted with our affairs to know that, as we stand at 
present, we have not the means and the appliances to carry out that 
contract, Two things are necessary to enable us to do so—first, we 
must have the means and appliances for this purpose, and, in the next, we 
must get money to purchase them. It became necessary to borrow, I will 
say, in round numbers, £100,000 additional capital to place us in a position 
to carry out that contract, and to increase as far as possible our power to 
compete with the existing company, or with the Commercial Gas Company, 





}|should that company be established. In the month of September last, Sir 


John Gray, and the other gentlemen who had charge of the affairs of the 
Commercial Gas Company, wisely said, ‘* We have £100,000, and if you will 
take us into partnership we will give it to you, and you will buy friends.” 
That appeared to be a very simple proposal, but it was a very prudent one. 
By accepting it we got rid of a competitor with whom we might waste some- 
thing like £20,000 in useless conflict. We took the Commercial Company 
into partnership. We have ceased to be competitors, and they cheerfully 
advance us the money which we require. We met with difficulties in that 
negotiation, but we successfully overcame them. We next considered the 
propriety of purchasing the works of the United General Company. That 
company saw the wisdom and the prudence of selling us their works because 
we had got the contract for the public lighting, and that formed a valuable 


them to sell us their works, to enable us to carry on our private lighting on 
an extensive scale, than to continue our rivals, they came to an arrangement 
with us which, I doubt not, will work most successfully for this company. 
The agreement which we have entered into with them will render to a great 
extent unnecessary the expenditure originally contemplated to carry out this 
contract. We get these works at a fair and reasonable price, and—what is 
certainly of great consideration—we get the goodwill of their business. Mr. 
Cantwell here read the title of the proposed bill and preamble, which stated 
that the capital of this company was £190,000, and that it was proposed to 
increase that capital by £100,000 by an amalgamation with the Commercial 


pany took place they should be at liberty to increase their capital toa sum 
not exceeding £300,000. Mr. Cantwell then read a clause in the proposed 
bill, providing for the transfer of the works of the United General Gas Com- 
pany to the Alliance Company, at a valuation to be determined by two civil 
engineers; and in the event of their disagreeing a reference should be made 
toan umpire, whose decision should be final. This valuation should not 
exceed £270,000. » He also read the clause providing for the payment of the 
debts of the United Gas Company out of the sum that was to be paid for their 
works, Mr, Cantwell then said that the bill contained a variety of pro- 
visions of a formal nature in reference to the working of the company, the 
manner in which shares were to be registered, and the time at which they 
should be issued. These were matters of detail which he believed might be 
left to the discretion of the board. There were also provisions giving the 
company power to purchase land and works, but there were other provisions 
to which - wished to call their particular attention as shareholders in the 
company, and as gas consumers in the city of Dublin. This question had 
been largely considered in Dublin, and really the public had come to a very 


and the business of the United Company, that a great monopolizing 
company would be established which would work injuriously towards 








portion of their revenue, and thinking that it would be more profitable to | : J 
| ample information in our power. I will, therefore, give you a short expla- 


Gas Company, and if the arrangement with the United General Gas Come | 


accurate judgment respecting it. It was said that if this company smil- | 
gamated with the Commercial Company, and if they purchased the works | 





the poor consumers. There was reason for such an impression, but 
the thing was capable of a very simple but very conclusive an- 
swer. Formerly the consumers had only the character of the directors 
of particular companies as fair men to guarantee them against a prac- 
tical monopoly being created and being worked by an understanding 
being come to between the respective companies, but in the bill now being 
promoted in Parliament two things were done which would most effectually 
prevent a monopoly. They would all recollect the agitation on the gas 
question, which was commenced by Sir John Gray; and now that they were 
on good terms, he (Mr. Cantwell) would candidly confess that he thought Sir 
John did a great public service by that agitation. Sir John Gray accom- 
plished great things, not merely for the public at large, but for the interest 
of this company and of hisown company. ‘To the purely English company 
—the United Gereral Gas Company—Sir John Gray never intended to do 
the service which he had actually done for them. This bill, which would 
before long be a law of the land, provided that the consumers of gas in 
Dublin should be supplied with 16-candle gas—that was an increase of one- 
fourth in the present illuminating power—at the price of 4s. 6d. per 1000 
feet, which was now being paid for the inferior illuminating power. He 
might tell them that neither this company nor any other company could 
supply gas of that illuminating power at such a price, considering the present 
price of coals and a single freight, if they had to enter into a reckless com- 
petition with other companies. The price could never exceed 4s. 64. per 
1000 feet, nor the illuminating power be less than 16-candle gas. These 
provisions were not forced on this company, but were voluntarily and 
aa | proposed by the gentlemen who were connected with this measure. 
The bill never would have passed the House of Lords but that it contained 
evidence that all its provisions were conceived in a spirit of fairness and 
justice. No similar measure ever passed a more strict inquiry than it did in 
the House of Lords. Having made that statement, he (Mr. Cantwell) begged 
to propose the following resolution—‘ That the bill now submitted to this 
meeting be, and the same is hereby approved of, and that the directors be 
authorized to consent to any alteration therein which they may deem ad- 

visable, and as may be sanctioned by Parliament.’ ' 

Mr. Fotrrect seconded the motion, and said he need not add a word, as 
Mr. Cantwell had so ably explained its provisions. 

The CHarRMaN, in putting the resolution, said that the shareholders were 
safe in leaving the matter in the hands in which they were about to place it. 
They bad in Mr. Cantwell one of the most respectable, one of the most 
talented gentlemen, perfectly conversant with the matter in all its details; 
and they had their able and respected secretary, who never spared himself 
when the interests of the company required his exertions. The chairman 
then referred briefly to the proceedings of the company since the year 1836, 
when he established it, and showed that from time to time the directors had 
reduced the price of gas from 15s, per 1000 cubic feet to its present price of 
4s. 6d., and this, he urged, was a guarantee that the directors were influenced 
by the very best intention to treat their customers with every fair play and 
consideration. 

The resolution was then put, and carried unanimously, after which the 
proceedings terminated. 





UNITED GENERAL GAS COMPANY. 

On Friday, April 6, a Special General Meeting of this Company was held 
at the London Tavern, for the mg my of submitting to the proprietors an 
Act, then pending, entitled “An Act for incorporating the Alliance and 
Dublin Consumers Gas Company, formed by the amalgamation of the 
Alliance and Dublin Consumers Gas Company and the Commercial Gas 
Company of Ireland, Limited, and for authorizing the acquisition by the 
company of gas-works and property of the United General Gas Company, 
and for defining the limits within which the company may supply gas, and 
for other purposes.” The chair was occupied by Ropert uncon, Eee, 

The notice convening the meeting having been read by Mr. Occ, the 
secretary to the company, 

The CHArrman said: Gentlemen, when last I had the honour of presiding 
over you, I fear you were not altogether satisfied with the short explana- 
tion I was then able to give of what was occurring; but as our bill was 
then in the House of Lords, I did not think it right to say then more than 
Idid. The following day we were compelled to withdraw our Limerick 
Bill; but as our meeting to-day is convened to consider our works at Dub- 
lin and in the county of Wicklow alone, I will confine myself to this latter 
point. Your directors forwarded to each proprietor a copy of the heads of 
an agreement, which I have signed, and when I sit down I will ask Mr. 
Gregory, our solicitor, to explain to you more fully the heads of that agree- 
ment. We sent them round to the proprietors, because we thought that 
you would like to have them before the meeting so that you might be able 
to go carefully through them, for we hold that there should be no secrets 
between a board and the proprietors, and we wish to give you the most 


nation of what led to this arrangement between the companies. I dare say 


| it will be in the recollection of all of you that in the beginning of last year, 


eens - 


or the year before (I forget exactly which), a company was formed in 
Dublin, styled the Commercial Gas Company of Ireland. It was composed 
of men of great influence in the city of Dublin—large shopkeepers and 
others; and when I mentioned the names of Mr. Pim (a gentleman well 
known not only in Dublin, but in London), and Sir John Gray, M.P., and 
other men of great influence in the corporation, you will see that this was 
a very influential company indeed, and very different from the company 
attempted to be formed by Mr. Flintoff a few years before. They last 
session tried to eo a bill, but failed on Standing Orders; we also 
tried, but we likewise lost our bill. The Commercial Company were 
not daunted by the loss of their bill, for they almost immediately purchased 
land and commenced the erection of works at Kingstown, to attack us in a 
locality where for many years we had had the exclusive lighting. Through 
their influence they obtained the contract from the commissioners of 
Kingstown for the public lighting of the district. About the same 
time the corporation of Dublin prepared forms of tenders, with cer- 
tain provisos, for the lighting of the public lamps for the following 
ten years. It was deemed expedient that some of your directors 
should go over to Dublin and watch proceedings at that time, and be 
present when the tenders were sent in; and, therefore, accompanied 
by a deputation of my brother directors, I went overto Dublin. We had 
a series of consultations with our agent, Mr. Sanders, and we sent in a 
tender at a price which we deemed a fair and proper one. The Alliance 
Company also sent in a tender, and, as you are aware, that being lower 
than ours, theirs was accepted and ours rejected. Of course, I am not 
going now to enter into the subject of how fair a price it was for 4 16- 
candle gas, or the expenses which the Alliance must have gone to in laying 
down mains—probably to the extent of £50000. There is no doubt that a 
certain amount of prestige goes with the company which holds the public 
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lighting. After that, we heard that the Alliance Company and the Com- 
mercial Company had amalgamated, and we then felt that we had a very 
powerful opposition of local men to contend against. I hope you have 
confidence enongl in your directors to know that they have never shrunk 
from any contest brought against them; but about that time conferences 
took place between the amalgamated company and a deputation of your 
board, and it was proposed that some agreement should be come to rather 
than that the companies should enter into a contest, which must prove 
injurious alike to both parties. That deputation had meetings with this 
board, and it was agreed by the board to carry on negotiations, Sir John 
Gray being appointed on the part of the Commercial Gas Company, and 
Mr. Stevenson (the able secretary of the Alliance Company) on the part 
of the Alliance Company, and myself on the part of the United General 
Gas Company ; and I must do these gentlemen the justice of saying that 
both from them, and also from their parliamentary agent and adviser, Mr. 
Challenor Smith, we met with every courtesy, and every willingness on 
their part to concede, as far as justice to their own companies allowed, 
every attention which was suggested to them. Your board approved of 

















my carrying on these aw and granted me the assistance of two 
of your directors, Mr. Stephenson and Mr. Wood, and I must take this 
public opportunity of thanking those two gentlemen for the assistance they 
afforded me by their constant attendance ype numerous meetings, and 
also for their great professional knowledge of all that relates to gas and 
gas-works which they were enabled to bring into action. The result of the 
negotiations was the agreement, the heads of which we have sent round 
to you. It has been approved of by your directors, and it has subsequently 
been unanimously -¢= by the Alliance and Commercial Companies, 
and you are assembled here to-day either to receive or reject it. Gen- 
tlemen, by your kindness I have now been a director of your company for 
upwards of twenty years, and chairman ever since the death of our revered 
friend Mr. Hanson, and I see some of my friends present who have been 
here much longer than I have. Of course it is painful for us to dissever 
ourselves from those from whom we have universally received the greatest 
courtesy and kindness. We do not wish to stand before you to-day as your 
paid directors, but as your brother shareholders consulting together as to 
what is best to be done for the property which you and we hold. I do un- 
hesitatingly say that we shall be much safer in passing this resolution, and 
I hope that we shall unanimously adopt it to-day rather than plunge into 
a.contest, which must be a formidable one with such a powerful local com- 
pany, fighting, as we should do, without capital and without borrowing 
powers unless we get a bill in Parliameat, which I fear would be strongly 
opposed from the other side of the water. Gentlemen, I will now move— 
“That the bill now submitted to this meeting be and the same is hereby 
approved of, and that the directors be authorized to consent to any altera- 
tions therein which they may deem advisable, and as may be sanctioned 
by Parliament.” 

Mr. Smytu: I beg to second that resolution. 

The CuatrMAn: I shall be happy to answer any questions which any 
proprietor may wish to put. 

Dr. Water: I will ask whether, after we have passed this resolution, 
any shareholder will be precluded from making any observations upon the 
details of the bill? 

The Cuatrman: The gentleman who has just spoken has arrived from 
Dublin this morning on the part, I believe, of the Irish shareholders who 
could not be here to-day. This meeting is a Wharncliffe meeting, for the 
proprietors either to approve or reject this resolution, and therefore the 
proper time for the shareholders to make observations would be before I 
put the resolution to the meeting. I will now call upon Mr. Gregory to give 
some details respecting the bill. 

Mr. Grecory (solicitor): Before any gentleman makes any observation 
upon the bill it is necessary that I should state what it is in effect, though 
I believe that every one here has the gist of the bill in the heads of the 
agreement which have been sent round amongst the nage It is 
entitled “An Act for incorporating the Alliance and Dublin Consumers 
Gas Company, formed by the amalgamation of the Alliance and Dublin 
Consumers Gas Company and the Commercial Gas Company of Ireland, 
Limited, and for authorizing the acquisition by the company of gas-works 
and property of the United General Gas Company, and for defining the 
limits within which the company may supply gas, andjfor other purposes.” 
Of course, gentlemen, a considerable portion of this bill relates to the 


|| arrangement between the Alliance Company and the Commercial Com- 


pany, with which it is hardly necessary to trouble you, but as regards 
those portions which do concern you, as they are short I will — if 
you please, to read them to you as they stand in the bill. The bill autho- 
rized the amalgamated company to carry on your works “at Great Bruns- 
wick Street in the city of Dublin, and at Mount Town and Dunleary, in 
the district of Kingstown, in the county of Dublin, and at or near the 
docks at Bray, in the county of Wicklow.” It further authorizes that, 
“ for the purpose of the acquisition according to the provisions of this Act 
of the gas-works and property of the United Company at Dublin, Kings- 
town, and Bray, the company may raise by the creation and issue of new 
ordinary shares of £10 each, and further capital not exceeding £300,000 
which the —— and the United Company agree on as representing 
that part of the capital of the United Company which is invested 
in those gas-works and property and for the purposes of the acquisition 
of those gas-works and property may allot and issue to the United 
Company or their nominees any of those shures as fully paid-up 
shares. The bill further provides that, ‘the heads of agreement 
between the United Company and the Alliance Company and the 
Commercial Company for the transfer to the company of gas-works, 
buildings, lands, plant, stock, mains, pipes, apparatus, and other property 
of the United Company within the limits of this Act, which heads are set 
forth in the schedule to this Act annexed, are by this Act confirmed and 
made binding on the United Company, and may and shall have full 
effect according to the terms and intent thereof.” And it goes on: “ From 


take effect, the premises so agreed to be transferred shall by this Act be 
— to and vested in the company as part of their lands, gas- 
works, 
may ho 


to be transferred, and the obligations and benefits thereof, the company 
shall be substituted for and represent the United Company, and the agree- 
ments shall have effect and may be enforced by and against the company 
accordingly.” “ The debts, liabilities, and engagements of the United Com- 
pany with respect to the premises transferred, and up to the time agreed 
on for the transfer to take effect, shall be paid, satisfied, or discharged by 
the United Company.’’ “From and for ever after the time agreed on for 














and after the time provided by these heads of agreement for the transfer to | 


property, and effects; and from and after that time the company | 
d, deal with, and use the lands so agreed to be transferred and | 
vested as part of the gas lands; and with respect to all agreements agreed | 
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the transfer to take effect (but subject and without prejudice to the pay- ' I cannot hold that out. 
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ment, satisfaction, and discharge in accordance with this Act of the debts, | 
liabilities, and engagements of the United Company), all the powers and | 
authorities whatsoever of the United Company with respect to the making 

or maintaining of gas-works, and the supplying of gas within the gas limits, | 
or in any way relating thereto, shall absolutely cease: Provided that this | 
section shall have no operation beyond the gas limits.” Then the agree- | 
ment which you hold in your hands is contained in the schedule of the 

bill. That is the bill which is simply laid before you for approval or other- | 
wise to-day, and I shall be happy to answer any question which any share- 
holder may. put to me upon it. 

Mr. Doane: I understood you to say, Mr. Chairman, that the whole of 
the directors were unanimous in approving this bill. } 

The Cuairman: I should not have alluded to that question, but as it 
has been put I may tell you that as I read seriatim each of these clauses out 
there was not a single hand of the directors held up against them. Ove or 
two of the directors offered an opinion rather adverse, but when the ques- 
tion was put those gentlemen did not hold up their hands against it, and I 
therefore said that the bill was unanimously approved of, for when all 
hands are held up in favour of a motion, and none against it, I think I am | 
justified in saying it is unanimously approved of. | 

Mr. Goprrry: I should like to know how it is proposed that the pur- | 
chase-money which is to be paid and the shares which are to be transferred | 
by. the Alliance Company are to be dealt with, and whether the purchase- 
money and shares are tu be paid and allotted pro rata amongst the pro-| 
prietors, or whether any portion of the money so paid is to be applied for any 
other purpose—to carry on the works at Limerick, or to be retained in the 
hands of the directors for any other purposes of the company. I should 
also like to know whether the directors had arrived at any conclusion as 
to the manner in which they shall apportion the £4000 which it is provided 
in the agreement shall be set apart for or towards the remuneration of the 
officers of the company. I should also like to know how the proprietors 
propose to provide for the annuities payable by the company, and also how 
they propose to deal with the works at Limerick. 

he CuainMAN: With respect to the question which Mr. Godfrey, the | 
auditor, has put as to the money and shares, you will see the purchase- | 
money is placed at a minimum of £240,000, and a maximum of £270,900, | 
subject to the adjudication of two assessors—Mr. Barlow on the part of the 
amalgamated company, and Mr. Hawksley on the part of the United Com-) 
pany; or, in the event of those two gentlemen failing, any other persons | 
appointed by the companies to be the two valuers; and in the event of those 
failing, a competent person to be appointed by the President of the Institu- 
tion of Civil Engineers to be the umpire for the purposes of the valuations, | 

Mr. Goprrey: But I want to know how it is proposed that the money 
and shares shall be allotted and divided ? 

The Cuarrman: I was coming to that. According to this agreement || 
half is to be paid in cash and half in shares, the shares to be considered | 
fully paid-up £10 shares in the amalgamated company. Supposing they | 
award a sum something between the £240,000 and £270,000, it might be an | 
inconvenient number of shares to divide. We have 9000 shares in the| 
United General Gas Company, and we want each of the proprietors to have || 
a share and a half, which would make 13,500 shares, fully paid up, of £10) 
each, or half of the £270,000, supposing that is the amount agreed upon: 1] 
but if they award us less than the £270,000, they consent that the diminu- | 
tion shall take place in the cash, and not in the shares. So that we should |’ 
still have one share and a half to give to each original proprietor—that is || 
to say, if a proprietor held ten shares in the original company, he would |/ 
get fifteen shares of £10 fully paid up in the amalgamated company. 

Mr. Goprrey: Then, with respect to my other guestion. There may be | 
certain liabilities to be discharged out of this, and the directors may devote 
something further to the officers than is provided for in the agreement, and | 
I presume that any balance which remains will be distributed pro ratis | 
amongst the shareholders. That, I take it, will be the proper course to be 
pursued when the directors have made up the accounts. Then I would ask 
what it is proposed to do with respect to the works at Limerick ? 

Mr. Grecory: There was a bill in Parliament this year for putting 
these works upon a somewhat better footing, but unfortunately the House | 
of Lords took a hostile view, and would only give such a. bill as, upon con-| 
sultation, we did not think it worth while to accept, for it did not give as 
more power than we at present possess to break up the streets, and no 
further powers which could facilitate our operations in Limerick, and it was 
thought better to withdraw the bill. It is open to apply again. Iam told, | 
though perhaps it is not my province to state it, that our working is much 
improved at Limerick; we are increasing the number of our customers, and 
there is a corresponding decrease in the opposing company—or rather tie | 
corporation, which has it in hand—and no doubt the corporation is carrying | 
it on at a loss. - It wil! be necessary for us to carry on the works under the | 
operation of the charter, but it may be a question, when we get this sum of | 
money, as to whether we shall reserve £5000 or £6000 to apply to these | 
Limerick works. . At present they are in good order, but it will be for the | 
proprietors to say whether they will take all the money into their own | 
pockets, or whether they will devote a portion to the Limerick works. 


Alderman Stone: In the bill there is no mention as to directors in this 
country. I should like to know what is proposed with respect to them. 
There are a large number of shareholders resident in this country who may 
wish to have some agent or some directors here,so that in case of dif- | 
ficulty, or in the event of their wishing to ask any question, they would not | 
have to go to Dublin. In these amalgamations the rule is, I think, that a 
portion of the directors from each company form the amalgamated board; 
and I should like to know how this is to be in this company, for I do not 
observe that the bill says a word about it ? 

Mr. Grecory: There isno provision made; a certain number of directors 
will be elected by the amalgamated company under the bill ? 

Alderman Srone: All in Jreland? 

Mr. Grecory: That may or may not be the case; I cannot answer the 
question. 

Alderman STone: We are asked to approve of this bill as it is; but if we 
do so, we leave ourselves in this country totally unprotected. I think 
some clause might be introduced int the bill; and unless the solicitor can 
state that he will endeavour to make some arrangement, I shall be inclined 
to propose that a portion of our directors form a portion of the board of the 
amalgamated company and have an office in this country, and also iu 
addition that one or other of our officers who have so long and ably repre- 
sented this company should also be retained here to conduct the business 
in this country. I do not feel disposed to agree with this bill unless some- 
thing of the sort is done; and therefore I ask the solicitor whether he will 
suggest that to the other company, or whether he feels that he cannot do so? 

Mr. Gregory: I am bound to tell the honourable proprietor that I 
do not anticipate making any terms beyond those in the — 

Of course if it is not the pleasure of the share- 
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holders to confirm the bill as submitted to them in the terms of this reso- 
lution, giving the directors power to consent to the alteration—if it is not 
the pleasure of the shareholders to confirm it, the agreement is gone, and 
you must fall back upon your state in Dublin as you are. 

Alderman Sronsg: [ think you are putting that a little too sharp, Mr. 
Gregory: I do not wish to oppose the agreement, but I draw the atten- 
tion of the meeting to the fact that there is this omission, which is 
fatal to our interests in this country. I do not see why the chairman and 
solicitor should not bind themselves to this meeting that they will endea- 
your at all events to have some directors at least in this country—some 
agent through whom we may state our views and exactly understand the 
proceedings of the company in Ireland. I may be alone in this—(No, no) 
—but I think the directors and solicitor will not feel that they are so 
tightly bound that they cannot suggest this to the other company. This 
company cedes a large portion of its rights to the other company, and J 
think we ought to have some representation here, so that we may be able 
to say a word if necessary, and to make inquiries without going to Dublin. 
I am sure the chairman will have no difficulty in saying that he will allow 
the agreement, so far as this point is concerned, to stand over, in order to 
ascertain the views of the other side. I apprehend we are not so pressed 
for time that we cannot reconsider this at a future day; for other matters 
may arise, and it is an unusual thing to ask us to swallow this without any 
pm opera I will ask the chairman and solicitor whether they will con- 
sult the other company upon this question and endeavour to make some 
arrangement? 

Mr. Goprrey said that that question had already been answered to some 
extent; and perhaps it might be as well that other proprietors should also 
state their views, for they might not all agree with the honourable pro- 
prietor who had just spoken. It appeared to him that as soon as this 
arrangement was carried out, this company would become extinct (except 
so far as Limerick was concerned), and they would be shareholders in the 
Alliance Company in Dublin, and he did not think that any board of di- 
rectors sitting in London would be of any use. A board here would not, 
he thought, have any influence with the Dublin board. The Dublin board 
would transact the business, and he did not see that the shareholders here 
would be subjected to greater hardships than their fellow shareholders in 
Dublin had been subjected to for the last forty years. He thought it one 
ee failing in this company that the board had not been represented in 

ublin. The chairman had mentioned Mr. Pim. It appeared by the 
parliamentary evidence last year that that gentleman was a large con- 
sumer, and paid a rental of £500. Mr. Sanders was asked, when before 
the committee, whether Mr. Pim had not often complained of the quality 
of the gas, and Mr. Sanders acknowledged that he had. Mr. Sanders was 
then asked whether Mr. Pim had not complained twice a week. Now 
that perhaps might be an exaggeration; but he would ask the shareholders 
whether Mr. Pim was not the sort of gentleman who should have been 
appointed on a local committee, for he was a gentleman of considerable 
influence in Dublin, and as a large consumer, was much interested in the 
quality of the gas. If they had had such men as that, they would not have 
been called together that day for the purpose of winding up the company. 
With respect to the terms of the agreement, he was not prepared to say 
that they were in such a position that they were not compelled to adopt 
them. The shareholders had been reduced to this position; but why should 
the directors have neglected repeated opportunities of making very much 
better terms. They had neglected repeated opportunities of getting rid of 
this opposition, and it was not till the ground was cut completely from 
under their feet that this agreement was proposed; and the proprietors 
had no alternative but to accept it. There wasa certain prestige about 
the public lighting, and there was no doubt the existence of this company 
depended upon it. With respect to the price which was to be paid, the 
chairman had stated that it was to be a minimum of £240,000, and a 
maximum of £270,000. Now when there was a maximum and minimum 
price, and two arbitrators were to decide, they knew that the disposition 
was to split the difference, and he was afraid the result of the arbitration 
between the two gentlemen would be to meet half way, and award £265,000. 
And for what? Fora rental which last year produced £24,564 (atter de- 
ducting the manufacturing and other charges in Dublin), which was nearly 
'|10 per cent. The bargain seemed to him to be an unfavourable one; those 
did not seem to be the terms which the shareholders ought to expect. The 
|| other company did not give one shilling for the goodwill of the business, or 
for the advantage they derived from obtaining the works. They gave the 
bare value. Of course from this he excluded the amount which the Alliance 
would have to pay under art. 11 for the stocks, &c.,and so on, for that would 
|merely be giving a sovereign for twenty shillings. The price certainly ap- 
| peared to him to be inadequate. Last year, when before Parliament, the 
||committee consented to the capital being put at £315,000, and how was it 
| that the shareholders were now to accept £240,000 or £270,000, or what- 

ever might be decided upon by the arbitrators. It might be said that that 








|| £315,000 included some portion of the floating capital—it did not very 
|clearly appear whether it did or did not. According to the estimate of 
|! gentlemen examined about £30,000 of floating capital would be necessary 
|| for carrying on the business. Well, deduct that £30,000 from £315,000, and 
|) it would leave £285,000, which was much in excess of the price proposed to 
| be given, and he could not but think that the purchase-money was defi- 


cient to the extent of about £30,000. ‘The chairman had said that a com- 
‘| pany was formed last year or the year before, called the Commercial Gas 
|| Company, which proposed to oppose this company in Dublin. He thought 
|| the chairman was a little out of date in the time he fixed for that company 
|'having purchased the works at Kingstown. The chairman had said they 
|| were purchased after the bill of the Commercial Company was thrown out 
|\in Parliament. He (Mr. Godfrey) thought that was a mistake. A gentle- 
man was examined as to whether the Commercial Company had not then 
works in Kingstown, and it was shown that they had, so that the existence 
of the Commercial Company was prior to the bill being introduced into 
Parliament. 

The CHarRMAN: With respect to this point, I may say that they had the 
pant, but the works were not commenced; there was just a little 
‘oundation. 

Mr. Goprrey said that the company was established before that, for he 
remembered that when he was in Dublin two years ago = May or June), 
the opposition was then talked of—and more than talked of, for this com- 
pny was strongly threatened with opposition by the Commercial Gas 

ae He rather thought that it was about this time that the contract 
for the public lighting, if not area | expiring, was so near expiring that 
the corporation of Dublin began to look out how they could supply it. This 
caused the new company to form itself, and try to get the contract. The 
year before last he had made some inquiries from the ple he was 

wn in contact with in Dublin, and they said the Hibernian Gas 
Company had not played their cards well, or the other company would 











not have had an existence at all; but they said, “The Hibernian Gas 
Company can get rid of the opposition, it is only a question of a little 
money.” He afterwards called at the office, and had some conversa- 
tion with some members of the board about it, and one gentleman 
said, “ Oh, that is all very well, but they talk of our paying them £1500 to get 
rid of the opposition,” to which he (Mr. Godfrey) replied, * Perhaps it is 
more than the works are worth; but you will have to pay more than that 
if you fight them.” He mentioned this to show that that company were 
open to be treated with. That opportunity was ae were not 
treated with, and the consequence was that in the following year they made 
an application to Parliament for a bill. This company also made an appli- 
cation, and opposed the bill of the other company on Standing Orders, and 
succeeded ; and he thought that if they had anything like a case to present 
before Parliament they should have made an arrangement with the unfor- 
tunate gentlemen who had lost their bill, for he believed that at that time, 
at all events, they were approachable. He had reason to believe that at 
that time the directors were approached by the directors of the Commercial 
Gas Company with the view to make some arrangement, in consequence of 
their position from having lost the bill, but the directors of this company 
(considering themselves, he supposed, perfectly safe) refused or neglected 
these overtures. Well, the consequence was that when this company went 
to Parliament with a bill, they went in the face of a fierce and determined 
opposition ; they had opposed the Commercial Company upon Standing 
Orders, and the Commercial Company were as savage as they — 
could be, for their existence depended upon this company being efeated. 
This company asked Parliament to sanction a capital of £425,000 for 
Dublin, saying, “ we have expended £365,000 in Dublin out of capital, and 
£60,000 out of profits.” He did not mean to dispute that ; his belief was 
that they had expended more than £60,000 out of profits. Well, they went 
for a capital of £425,000, with borrowing powers to the extent of another 
£100,000. Every one knew that in the early period of this company a 
great deal of the capital, unfortunately, was unprofitably expended; they: 
bought companies right and left, and it was only necessary for some one to 
start some rubbishing company, and this cx! bought them off. They 
bought off the Hibernian, and the Dublin, and the Oil Gas Company, and 
it appeared in evidence before Parliament that really for the last two com- 
panies they had nothing to show. The consequence was that this company 
was opposed in Parliament not only by their opponents, the Commercial | 
Company, but by the committee themselves. The committee were fighting | 
them two whole days, and reducing the bo and puzzling themselves | 
about it tremendously; it was made satisfactory to the committee that| 
£420,000 had not been expended beneficially, but that a great deal had 

been squandered, and it would be unjust to tax the people of Dublin to the | 
extent of £10,000 per year, which was what this —— sought, for they | 
sought for a capital of £100,000 more than they could obtain, the conse- 

quence of which was that the inhabitants would have to pay £10,000 | 
a year more in the way of lighting, so the committee reduced the capital to | 
£315,000. Well, the bill was eventually rejected, and not only that, but a re- | 
solution was appended which the JourNAL or GAs LIGHTING, in commenting | 
upon the case afterwards, said was an unusual one. He would read the para- | 
graph from the leading article in the journal to which he alluded; it was as} 
follows:—“ Whatever might be the motive which induced the committee to | 
reject the bilJ, the unusual accompaniment to the declaration that pre- 

amble was not proved, ‘even on the showing of the witnesses, and there- 

fore they do not require any evidence on behalf of the petitioners, appears to 

intimate something more than generally is intended in the announcements | 
of the decisions of committees.” No doubt it was intended to intimate 

something more, and it was this—that the committee thought the com. | 
pany presented to them one of the most rotten cases ever presented | 
before a committee of the House of Lords, and they wished to express | 
their opinion of it. He thought it was unfortunate that the directors 

had no gsm of making terms before they went into Parliament; 

even if the company had been strong it would have been better, and | 





certainly with all these weaknesses, and as the directors knew the losses 
which had been incurred, some terms should have been come to before 
they went to Parliament. The consequence of all this litigation— 
this wretched, abortive litigation—was (as appeared by the balance- 
sheet,) that the parliamentary expenses last year were £2500, and having 
spent that last session the company were driven to Parliament again. 
But the Commercial did not go into Parliament at all this year, they 
amalgamated with the Alliance. Just about this time it appeared 
from a newspaper report, of a meeting of the Alliance Company, that 
negotiations for the contract in Dublin were pending. He did not ex- 
actly know if he was right, but he believed that the proposals for the 
tenders were sent out as long ago as the autumn of last year, and the con- 
tract was not entered into until early this year. Now the chairman had 
said—and there could be no doubt about it—that there was a certain 
amount of prestige in having the contract for the public lighting. The 
company had it for a number of years, and at the time to which he referred 
it was «1 matter of life and death that they should continue to hold it. 
Even in the face of this proposed amalgamation with the Alliance Com- 
pany, the United Company if it held the contract for the public lighting, 
could have made a better bargain; and assuming that the arrangement 
with the Alliance Company did not take effect, then they could have gone 
on with their works as they had done. Unfortunately the directors did 
not consider it a matter of life and death apparently; they lost the tender, 
and the contract was given to the Alliance Company at 3s. 11d. per 1000 
feet for the public lights. Now, certainly, he was not particularly conver- 
sant with the operations of gas companies, but this did not appear to him 
to be a very ruinous price. He certainly thought this company should 
have secured that contract even with a slight loss, for there was no doubt 
it gave, as he said before, a prestige to the company which held it. 
Then came the proposal for the amalgamation. At the commencement of 
this session the “yo had a bill {in Parliament which had not been 
dismissed, and the Alliance also had a bill, and no doubt both companies 
would have obtained their Act; but this amalgamation had been carried 
on, and now, in the face of this agreement, it would be impossible for 
this company to obtain’an Act. It appeared to him that the directors had 
done wrong in abandoning the bill, and allowing it to be “hung up.” 
He felt inclined to compare the proceedings with respect to Dublin with 
those which had taken place before in respect to Cork, and it was 
wonderful how these proccedings appeared to run on “all fours;” and 
after the experience they had had in Cork he really was surprised 
that the directors had allowed themselves to be placed in such a 
position in Dublin. In Oork they had a capital of £56,000, with 
good works. An opposition was threatened, and active and prominent 
gentlemen took part in it, amongst others Mr. Maguire. ~ee afterwards 
they went to Parliament, but the agent said,“Oh! they will never raise 
the money.” By-and-by they bought the land, and then it was said, “Oh! 
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they will haye,no money-for the works.” . Shortly afterwards. they com- 
menced the- works, and ‘then it was said, “Oh! , they will never complete 
them;” but within a very short time the directors of this company had. to 
reduce their. price from 5s. to 2s. 6d. per 1000 feet. Yet there had been, 
from time to time, repeated. opportunities of getting rid of this opposition; 
but the fact was, this berry A had always underrated the strength, of 
their opponents, and overrated theirown, There had not been that personal 
communication between the directors and the people of Dublin that there 
ought to have been, and the directors had listened too much to the repre- 
sentations of the agents; at all events, the company had been looked upon 
by the Irish people as a foreign company, and the consequence was, that 
the company had lost its position altogether. With respect to Mr. Sanders, 
there was no doubt he was a most able man, but his time was very much 
occupied. _Mr. Sanders had many other things in hand, and last year his 


}/time must have been very much occupied, for he took a very prominent 


part in the International Exhibition in Dublin. That must have occupied 
2 great part of his time at a period which was very critical to this company, 
and he thought the interests of the company had suffered from Mr. Sanders 
being so much occupied otherwise. Perhaps the directors would state what 
they had done to counteract that. Formerly the company had works at 
Devonport, Dublin, Limerick, and Cork, and it was the custom of the 
directors to visit the works periodically—once or twice a year. The means 


j{of communication then were very different to what they are now; anda 
|| journey to those places then was something like what a journey to Moscow 


r 


would be now. The company had works now at only two places, and its 


|| very existence depended upon the works at Dublin; and he should very 


much like to know how often the directors were in the habit of going to 
Dublin. He thought the directors should have gone to Dublin at short 
intervals, and held as much communication as possible with the Irish pro- 
prietors; and it would have been an advantage to the company if some men 
of influence in Dublin had been appointed.on the board, or had formed a 
local committee there. Every one knew that Mr. Sanders, although he 
represented the company, yet was the company ostensibly in Dublin; but 
customers sometimes liked to see the principals in a firm, and he thought if 
the directors had taken steps to have put themselves in closer communica- 
tion with the citizens of Dublin, they would have secured and consolidated 
the company’s position there. 

Mr. GREENwoop: I would ask what good is allthis? It seems to be a 
tirade of censure against the directors, and what good can itdo? Ithinka 
speech like this is calculated to do us great injury, unless he suggests 
something by which we can get out of the dilemma. It is all very well to 
find fault, but I cannot understand upon what principle such a speech 
should be made. 

Mr. Goprrey said that the remarks he was making were pertinent, for 
he was speaking to a motion; and when they were called upon to sanction 
a certain agreement, he thought it was quite proper for a proprietor to call 
attention to the circumstances under which they had no alternative but to 
adopt those terms. 

Mr. GreENwoop: But what is the use of it? 

Mr. Goprrey said he would detain the meeting but a few moments 
longer, but he must draw attention to several points in which he thought 
the agreement was deficient. When the company sold the works at Cork 
they had security for the money, by holding a mortgage on the works. He 
did not see that in the present agreement there was any security for the 
purchase-money. The transfer of the property was to take place on 
Michaelmas-day, and the payment in shares and money was not to take 
place till Lady-day, and he certainly thought the shareholders should not 
part with their property without having a lien upon it in the shape of a 
mortgage. In that respect he thought the agreement was objectionable. 
The agreement puzzled him exceedingly at first. Under the 10th section 
of the heads of the agreement they would see that the transferred premises 
(with the exception of those parts specified in the 11th head) were to be 
valued at a sum of not less than £240,000 and not more than £270,000, 
and in the 12th section it stated that the amalgamated company were to 
allot to the United Company or their nominees 13,500 fully paid-up shares 
of £10 each of the ordinary capital of the amalgamated company. But it 
did not say that they were to be allotted in part payment of the purchase- 
money. At first sight he thought the United Company had made a capital 
bargain, but when he came to section 13 he saw how the matter stood. 
That 13th section stated that on or before Lady-day, 1867, the amalga- 
mated company should pay to the United Company the “ balance of the 
valuation.” Then, as the proprietors are aware, the United Company were 
charged with certain anuuities payable to old officers of the company and 
other persons. Whatever the legal claim of these parties might be, he was 
sure that there was no gentleman in the company who would, for a single 
moment, think of prejudicing this moral claim, He thought there would 
be some difficulty in getting the Alliance Company to settle these claims, 
which amounted to between £200 and £300 a year; but at the same time, he 
thought it would be more convenient for the Alliance to pay them, for they 
were a “ going” company, whilst this company would either have to pur- 


:| chase the annuities or set apart a fund to pay them, which would compli- 


cate matters. He was pleased to see that a sum of £4000 had been set 
apart to compensate the old officers of the company, for when an arrange- 
ment of this kind took place he thought it was only right that the interests 
of the officers should be consulted. There were gentlemen who had been 
connected with the company for the last twenty or thirty years—some of 
them as efficient as any company in London could boast of—and he 
thought that a liberal allowance should be made to those gentlemen, so as 
to prejudice their position as little as possible.” He was sorry that it was 
not more than £4000, but he was certain the proprietors would feel no ob- 
jection to supplement it by any amount which they might deem fair and 
reasonable. 

Mr. SrerHEnson (director): Mr. Godfrey has argued as if the directors 
had accepted this agreement without endeavouring to make alterations 
which would be in favour of the United Company; but I assure you this 
is not the case at all. We had meeting after meeting, and these points 
were fully discussed, and we got as much as ever we could get out of the 
Alliance Company—indeed so much so that upon ‘the committee of the 
board insisting upon one point, the negotiation was nearly broken off, and it 
was intimated to us that the whole negotiation would be done away with 
unless we waived that point. Therefore we were dealing with opponents who 
had a certain amount of power, and we felt that if it was intended to carry 
out the arrangement it was necessary to concede some points, and we did 
so where we found we were unable to insist upon our views being carried 
out. With respect to the directors, I myself proposed that some of the di- 
rectors from this company should sit upon the board of the amalgamated 
company, and I did it in the interest of some of the directors themselves 
who were not desirous of retiring from the management of the company. 
It was proposed that some of the directors of this company should be di- 








rectors of the amalgamated company, but this was entirely rejected on the 
pers. of the Alliance Company, and we felt that the arrangement could not 

carried out if this was insisted upon. I think the proprietors -will say 
that this was not dishonourabie on our parts, for whilst we were negotiating 
with the property of the proprietors, we felt it would be wrong for us, as a 
matter of personal feeling, to insist upon retaining our position, for what 
we really wanted to look to was the interests of the proprietors. But at 
the same time, I may say, in reply to the observations of the honourable 
proprietor on my right, that you will be able to exercise your power in the) 
amalgamated company, for you will have the power which 13,500 shares 
give you to place upon the board whoever you think fit. Iwill not attempt 
to follow Mr. Godfrey through all his speech, for if I had to reply to all his 
observations, it would occupy the attention of the proprietors a very long 
period. With respect to the result of our bills in Parliament, we can hardly 
go intothat. Iam afraid the majority of companies who go before Parlia- 
ment are scarcely ever satisfied with the result. I know companies which 
are dissatisfied with the result of bills this session. But the point we must 
particularly look at is as to what would have taken place if we rejected 
the agreement or had failed to reciprocate the feeling which we believed 
existed on the part of the Alliance Company to amalgamate the companies 
into one company. What would have taken place? From the very outset 
I have been a strong advocate of the policy of consolidating the three com- 
panies into one; but supposing we had adopted the other course (and there 
were one or two directors who thought it would be proper to do so), what! 
would have been the consequence? At the time the arrangement took| 
place we attempted a negotiation, as Mr. Godfrey had suggested, with the} 
Commercial Company, for the purpose of obtaining the Irish influence and | 
setting ourselves down in Dublin asa national company. We failed in that} 
negotiation—entirely failed. Our shares at that time were at 25—not a| 
very satisfactory position for the shares to be in. We had also lost the) 
contract for the public lighting, and I will saya word about that. It is very! 
easy to argue, after events have occurred, that we should have done this or} 
that we should have done the other, but gentlemen must look at the question | 
as to how it struck us before these events happened, and put themselves in| 
the position which we were in. We went over to Dublin with the belief that) 
the Alliance Company were, bond fide, going to tender for the public light-| 
ing., Some of us had some little knowledge of gas matters, and we went 
in for the public lighting at as low a figure as we dared; and, no doubt, if| 
we had gone in at a recklessly low figure and got the contract, honourable || 
proprietors would have afterwards met us with the question, “Why did you|| 
go in at this recklessly low figure, and ruin yourselves?” and would have; 
said, “ You are not deserving of being directors.” The fact is, as I said )}| 
before, that we went in at as low a figure as we prudently could. The'| 
Alliance Company was three farthings per 1000 cubic feet under our|| 
tender; no doubt we might have gone in lower, but, of course, we did not| | 
know what the Alliance tender would be. I do not think that we can be|| 
blamed for having lost the contract when we carefully considered the ques- ‘| 
tion and looked at the circumstances in every possible light. Then we had |; 
the principal members of the corporation against us. There is a strong '| 
feeling in Ireland in favour of national industry. Then we had this staring || 
us in the face—we had the certainty of a strong competition with the com-| 
bined companies, which would have resulted in the losing of our business, | 
as at Cork, and the selling of our works for a mere song. The intention! 
was to denude you of your business, and then to buy your works fora! 
mere nothing; and what would the proprietors have said if we had allowed | 
this to be done? But under the present arrangement we are received as} 
shareholders in a company whose position is a high one in the market, and! 
whose shares stand at a premium, say of £4. When the companies are: 
amalgamated, and through the economy of the management, we shall get! 
our 10 per cent. dividend, and the premium at £4 per share is £54,000,| 
which is avery considerable bonus. Supposing we had not entered into this! 
arrangement, it would have been absolutely necessary for us to have ap- 
plied to Parliament again for a bill, for we were at the end of our capital, and 
we had no power to borrow money. We had no power to break open the 
roads in Dublin; we must have applied for a bill, and we should have had 
to have applied in the face of the combined opposition of the Alliance 
Company and the Commercial Company. 

The Cuarrman: And the corporation. 

Mr. SrepHeNson: Of course; the Commercial Company is the corpora- 
tion. I expressed my opinion some time ago that our dividend might be 
doubled, but I expressed my opinion also that the working of the company 
was not satisfactory. If we had continued to work as a company in Dublin, 
I myself (whatever my co-directors mjght have thought or done) should 
have felt it absolutely necessary, for the good working of the company, that 
some change should have been made in the management of the company | 
in Dublin. That would have been an awkward thing to do in the face of | 
violent opposition and competition, and with a hostile body of consumers, | 
which were points of great importance. What do we get by this arrange-| 
ment? We get peace, at all events; and if we get £240,000 as the structural | 
value of our works, we shall have something like the following—(do not; 
take these figures as exactly accurate, but they will show about what you| 
will obtain as the result of this arrangement)—we should have £26 13s. 4d. | 
per share as the nominal amount we should get. We should receive £14 in} 
shares (Alliance shares), and their shares of £8 paid are selling at 103; 80, | 
taking the present market value, that would be a value of £20 3s. 1d. We! 
should have the balance of £11 13s. 4d. in cash. Then there are the Lime-/ 
rick assets, about £2 5s., and the general assets, which result from the sale} 
of stock, after payment of liabilities, and amounts of that kind. I think it 
is doubtful what they will turn out, but as farasIcan see at present I 
think they are something like £3 to £5 per share, which will give £37 1s. 5d. 
which we shall receive in money and value for the shares in this company. 
Supposing we get £270,000, it would make up a total of £40 8s. 1d. And 
we should obtain another advantage—viz., the increased value of the share 
dortion of our capital, which, if the amalgamated company pay 10 per cent. 
dividend (as I think they will do, with economy of management), will be 
considerable. Had we obtained our Act last year, Parliament would not 
have allowed us to have divided more than 10 per cent. upon the £315,000, 
and probably they might have reduced us below that; and this included 
working capital. The choice before us was really this—first, would we 
continue as a separate company, with the chance of getting an Act of Par- 
liament, and with the certainty of a strong opposition, and with a strong 
national feeling against us? Well, what had we on the other side? We 
take the full value of the works, which will be settled by arbitration; if 
they are worth £270,000 we shall have it; and if we get that sum we sha 
get half in shares and half in cash, and preserve half of our goodwill. To 
certain extent it is a sacrifice on our part, but we preserve ourselves. It is 
a good arrangement. Ido not put it to you asa great catch, but it is 4) 
fair compromise, and the profits will be made by one company, which will 


have the whole supply, and which will be more than the combined profits) 
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of three separate and competing companies, and which can supply a better 
article at a lower price. I think it is a very good arrangement, and I cor- 
dially recommend it. I think no other arrangement would have been 
possible, and it is one which is greatly for your benefit. 

Dr. WALLER said that before the question was put he should like to say 
a few words. He concurred in what had fallen from Mr. Stephenson, and 
also with some of the remarks of Mr. Godfrey, but there were some of the 
remarks of the latter gentleman (made, no doubt with the very best inten- 
tidn)'from which he must dissent. Now was not a time to discuss the 
derelictions of the board. The directors, like other honourable and able 
gentlemen, were liable to commit errors, and no doubt they had done so; 
but he believed they had acted for what they conceived would be the best, 
and this was not a time to recriminate, and thus run the risk of damaging 
the value of the property. The question was, what was the best practical 
course to adopt in the present emergency. He felt that the board had done 
the best thing they could do, for the reasons offered by the chairman. The 
company was without capital, and it had no borrowing powers. Though 
now residing in Ireland, yet he himself was of Saxon blood, and he boasted 
of one Saxon quality—and that was the quality of fair play. Now there 
were two pieces of fair play which he wanted, and the first was with respect 
to a most respectable and able officer, Mr. Sanders. Mr. Godfrey, whilst 
paying a fair tribute to Mr. Sanders’s ability, yet seemed to consider that 
he was in some degree diffused (if he might use the term), through too 
many operations, to give proper attention to this company. Now he (Dr. 
Waller) had been long acquainted with Mr. Sanders, and also with the 
workings of this company, and he could tell the proprietors that Mr. Sanders 
had mixed himself up with several undertakings with the primary object of 
serving this company. Mr. Sanders joined the Royal Dublin Society, and 
through his exertions obtained a very large portion of the lighting there; 
and he could mention other similar cases. No person could bear better 
testimony to the merits of Mr. Sanders than himself,and he did not hesitate 
to say that the prosperity of the company (and he called it prosperity) had 
been largely brought about by the energy of that gentleman, and the Irish 
officers. He (Dr. Waller) was present in the paradoxical character of a 
peaceful Irishman, and he could tell them that this company was not in 
disfavour in Ireland; it was not the Saxon administration of the company 
which was unpopular, but it was the foreign administration. And now a 
few words with respect to the £4000 which had been set apart,as compen- 
sation to the officers, which he believed would give about two years salary 
to each. Now in Ireland the company had officers who had been long in 
their service, and who were zealous, active, hard-working men, and what 
he wanted was this, that in any arrangement which might be come to these 
men should not be quite thrown overboard. He was glad to hear Mr. 
Godfrey say that perhaps the shareholders would supplement that £4000 
with an amount which might be deemed fair and proper, and he was glad 
to see that there was a general feeling amongst the shareholders in favour 
ofthat. He was sure they all wished to show fair play to men who had 
grown grey in their service, and what was to become of them if this ar- 
rangement was sanctioned, as he hoped it would be? It might be said 
that they would get employment in the amalgamated company, but that 
was just what they would not do, for there was no doubt all possible 
economy would be exercised in the management of the company, for their 
proper policy would be to diminish as much as possible the expense, of ad- 
ministration by making the present officers (with the addition of one or 
two, perhaps,) do the work. He knew, as a matter of fact, that the old 


| officers of the company in Ireland could not be taken on in the amalga- 


mated company, with the exception perhaps, as he had said, of one or two. 
He knew that an appeal was never made in vain to the liberality and com- 
mou justice of English gentlemen. A meeting was called on the subject, 
emanating from the shareholders, and they discussed the matter, and pre- 
sented a respectful memorial to the gentlemen whom he had now the 
honour of addressing, and he trusted that that appeal would not be in vain. 
There was no doubt that there would be assets. He did not appeal to their 
feelings or sentiments, but he appealed to their common honesty, and 
liberality, and good sense; and he trusted that full justice would be done 
to those who had so long and so well served the company in Ireland. 
There were several other matters to which he might have referred, but he 
would not take up their time; but he would ask that something like a 
pledge should be given that a liberal and honest consideration should be 
had for the services of men whom he said, without fear of contradiction, 
had done much to enhance the value of the property and make it what 
it was. 








Share List of Metropolitan 


The Cuarrman: I am sure, on the part of the shareholders in this coun™ 
try and the directors, I may thank Dr. Waller for having taken the trouble 
to come over here to represent our Irish proprietors. With respect to the 
memorial, it was received by post just before the meeting, so that we can- 
not now put the matter to the vote, as it requires consideration, and I may 
say that it rests more with you than with ourselves; and I am sure you 
would wish to do that which is fair and honourable to men who have 
served us so long—one, as I see by the names, 38 years, another 36 years, 
another 18 years, another 20 years, another 16 years, and others different 
periods. I am quite sure when the time comes, and we meet you again on 
the subject, you will be prepared to do what is just and fair. 

Mr. Doane: In case of failure in the payment of the balance, would that 
stand as a judgment debt? At Michaelmas you part with the property, and 
six months after comes the payment. At Michaelmas the property will be 
vested in the amalgamated company. It is not suggested that the com- 
pany will not fulfil their bargain, but they may be prevented from obtain- 
ing the money, and I think when you part with your property the balance 
should stand as a mortgage or first charge. I think as shareholders we are 
bound to look after our own interest, and in that respect the agreement is 
not complete. In conclusion, Mr. Doane expressed his opinion that the 
amalgamation would prove beneficial to the shareholders. ; 

Mr. Pater: With respect to the security, perhaps Mr. Gregory will 
inform us what the remedies are under the present agreement, in the event 
the non-payment of the balance? b 

Mr. Gregory: With respect to that I not only considered it myself, but 
I also took the advice of Mr. Bullar, and he is of opinion that it could be 
recovered by an action at law or equity. 

Mr. Pater: I think that is unsatisfactory; it is driving you at once to 
litigation. 

Mr. T. R. Wueeter: I would ask the board what integral part of the 
amalgamated capital the £130,000 represents. What will the amalgamated 
capital be? 

Mr. Grecory: The capital of the Commercial is £100,000, of the 
Alliance, £190,000, and we shall have power to raise £300,000; making a 
total of £590,000. : 

Mr. T. R. WHEELER: Are we now, under the provisions of the old Act of 
Parliament, restricted to a division of 10 per cent. or not? 

Mr. STEPHENSON: Not as we stand at present. 

Mr. T. R. Wueever: Then they are open to divide as much as they get? 

Mr. SrerHensonx: We are acting thus under the charter under which 
the Hibernian Company was purchased. ‘ 

Several Shareholders expressed an opinion that a ‘short clause should 
be introduced with respect to payment of the balance of the purchase- 
money, as it was a grave question. . 

Mr. SterHenson: Better put it as a suggestion. 

Mr. Parmer: There can be no objection to the introduction of a clause. 

Mr. Grecory: I cannot answer that there would be no objection. They 
say: “ We are not only a solvent company, but we make 8 per cent.;” and 
we should throw a doubt upon the solvency. 

Mr. Patmer: That is no reason they should not give security. If I sold 
an estate, I should not consider it derogatory to ask for — 

After ohe or two other remarks, the point with respect to the payment 
of the balance of the purchase-money was left as a suggestion, no motion 
being made with respect to the insertion of a clause. 

The resolution which had been moved by the chairman, was then put, 
and carried unanimously. 

Mr. SmyTH moved a vote of thanks to the chairman and directors, which 
was carried unanimously; and having been acknowledged by the Cuarr- 
MAN, the proceedings terminated. 





Dr. Hitiier’s REPORT ON THE GAS SUPPLIED BY THE IMPERIAL 
CoMPANY TO THE VESTRY OF St. PANCRAS DURING THE MoNTH OF 
Marcu, 1866 :— 


Maximum light estimated by sperm candles according to the Act. 15°7 
he Ses. a ee Oe 13° 


Minimum light—sperm candles . . . e 2 
Average light—spermcandles . . . . . « « «© «© « «© « 14S 
Traces of ammonia, indicated by turmerictest-paper .. . . Usually. 
Traces of sulphuretted hydrogen, indicated by lead test-paper. None. 


The illuminating power of the gas has been maintained. It gave no trace of 
sulphuretted hydrogen; but of sulphur in other forms it contained, on 
analysis, more than the Act allows—+.ec., 20 grains in the 100 cubic feet. It 
also contained on several occasions more ammonia than the Act sanctions. 
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ot! Amount Div. | le |amount| Div. ¢ | Amount} Div. 

No. 68) Name | paid per Price No. |E¢2 Name paid per Price No. | £4 Name paid per Price 
ot (27 cr | up Cent. | per of |2 oF up Cent per of 3a | or up Cent. r 
Shares =. Comrany. _ per Share. [Shares} =» Company. pe! per Share. [Shares] =» Company. per per Share. 

issued. < & | Share. Annum issued.) < & Share. | Annum. ued. <3| Share. |Annum. 
' ' ' ' 
| £ & sd@$ sd £84 | s | lg sadigsdl& sd ig £sa\f sa\é sa 
5000) 10 |Anglo-Romano, ./10 00 9 06 11to13 | 4000) 50 |Equitable . . . .|50 00/10 0 0) 74to75 § 12000 5 \Malta& Medit.(L.)} 5 0 0/ 2 100 
5000) 20 'Bahia(Limited). .!20 0 0) 3 0 0) 16 100} 4000) 25! Do.,newshares.'25 0 0/10 0 0} 37 to374f 30000! 5 |Oriental, Calcutta] 5 0 0/8 0 0) 43 to 54 
1000; 20 | Do., preference .'20 0 0/10 0 0) 27 10 0 | 23406) 10 |European (Lim,) ,,10 0 0/10 0 0/123 to 123] 30000) 5 Do., new shares.| 0 10 0 8 00) gto§ 
750) 20 | Do., do., redeem. 10 006/10 0 0) 12 10 0 { 12000) 10 | Do.,new shares,| 5 00/10 0 0! 6; to6 10000! 5 |Ottoman (Limited)} 5 0 0) sto 
30000' 5 ‘Bombay (Limited).| 5 0 O\£5intr., 43 to 5) | (Boulogne, Amiens, 10000; 10 |Parad (Limited) . .|10 0 0,£6intr.| 9} to9} 
10000} 5 | Do., third issue .| 3 0 0/£5intr.| 22 to 33 j Rouen, Caen, 27000) 20 |Phenix ..... 20 0 0/10 0 0) 26 to 27 
10000; 20 British, Limited ./20 0 610 0 0.29% to294 | |  Mavre Mantes) 3600100 | Do.,new. .. .|15 00/7100) 15 00 
} | pecan Huit-| | iy 20000) 10 'Great Central Gas 144000! Sk.|  Do.{capit.profits | 5 00) 80 00 
| | Semecntt a eheises |__| Consumers. . .\10 00/10 0 G)13to1S}} 5000) 20 |Ratclif? ..... 20 0010 0 0) 29to3l 
(Potteries), Trow-| | 5000, 10 Hong Kong (Lim.)}10 0 6 9 toll | 20 |Rio de Janeiro (L)./20 0 0/10 0 0'204 to214 
| bridge &Holy well.) | 26000] 50 Imperial, old sh.|50 0 0/10 0 0) 74 10743} 4138) 5 |Singapore(Lim.) .} 5 0 0 
re | 1300/100 | Do., bonds . . .| £100 |t0 0 0'197t0 198) 2000, 5 | Do., preference .| 5 0 6] 7 100 
12000] 50 Chartered . . . .'50 0 0/10 0 0633 t065} 7000! 25 [Imperial Austrian||10 0 0 IShanghai..... 
6000} 50 | Do. ..... .1385 0010 0 6\424 to 4344 28000) 50 \Impl. Continental43 15 0,16 0 0} 96to97 | 4000) 50 |Sth. Metropolitan |50 0010 00) 80 to 81 
10000) 20 |C.of London, Ash.|20 00/10 0 0} 2732028 (Amsterdam, Berlin,| 15000] 10 'Surrey Consumers|\0 0010 0 0) 14 to 14} 
10000 10 | Do., Beshares\i0 00) 4 00! 7 to73 | Ghent, Hanover,| 10000] 10 | Do.,new. . . .| 4 00/10 0 0) 6} to7 
8000) 10 | Do.,new shares.|10 00,10 0 6) 133 tol4 | Lille, Rotterdam,| 9000) 50 |United General. ./50 0 0) 4 12 0} 30 to 31 
25000! 25 [City of Moscow(L)| 7 10 0 £7 intr.{ 34 to 44 | Aix - la. Chapelle } | (Dublin&Limerick) 
\Colonial & General| es ye 1000; 10 Victoria Docks. . 
17490) 25 |Commercial . . .125 00/10 0 0| 36 to37 | ew 3000' 10 | Wandsworth § 
5000} 20 |ContinentalG.&W.| 6 00; 6 00 Haarlem, Stolberg, Putney. . . 2°. 10 0 0) 7 10 0) 13) to14 
2500] 20 |Continental Union:|20 0 0| 8 06 17 to 18 | Toulouse, & Vienna 20000] 10 | Western (Limited) 
17500| 20} Do. ...... 0 0018 00! 8to9 3000! 40 |Independent . . -|40 0 0|10 0 0| 60 to65 shares.|10 9 0/10 0 0} 14) tol5 
5827; 5 |County & Gen.(L)| 5 0 0} 3000) se ee 10 0015 00] 8to9 | 10000 10| Do., Bshares.| 5° 00/10 0 0) 84 to9 
| 5} Do.,preference.|5 00/6 00 $000} 20} Do...... [10 0 0] 7 10 0} 11 t013 | 10000) 10| Do., Cshares.} 3 0 0\10 0 0| 54 to6 
| (Pater, Pembroke, | 6886| 50 |Londun ..... 50 00/10 0 0/71 t0714} 20000, 10 | Do.,_ Dshares.| 1 0 0 hy 
| Novthiect Wal: 5519| 25 | Do., Ist pref. .(25 00/6 0 0)29to29}f 8000; 5 | West Ham... .|5 00) 7100 10 0 
| - tom, & Ware.) 568| 50 | Do., 2nd pref. .B0 00/6 00 6000, 5 | Do.,newshares.| 3 @0| 7100 3180 
5000) 10 \Crystal Pal. Dist.|i0 0 0/10 0 0(154 to 154 219) 50 | Do., 3rd pref. .|50 00)6 00 551, 10 | WestLondon June- 
5000} 10} Do ...... 1 00/7 00) 1 7 6 fis7sid) Do., lst pref.sk 6 00 | tion (Lim.). .|10 00) 6 00 
10000| 10 | Do., preference ,|i0 © 0| 6 0 0j124 to13 {11828 /| Do., 2nd pref.sk 5 00 520 10 | Do., preference .|10 00) 6 00) 
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a a 
Brice Current. 
CASTINGS.—Per Ton. | GAS COALS.—Per Ton. FREIGHTS. 
Average Weight of Cast-iron Gas-pipes, per Yard. Neweastle.—Unscreened :— i ‘ 
—— — ae Burnho East Castle, Haswells Cork ...-00+0- eccccce somite’ 6d. to 8 9 
Min, | 2 in, | 24 in, | 8 in_ | 4in. | Gin. | Gin. | Zin. | 8 in, | 9 in. | 10 in, | 12 in. aucnodan’s Pelaw, Nettlesworth Dover, Folkestone, and R te.... 7 0 
16 ! 2 ! 28 | 33 | 61 70 | 89 | ae L126 126 | 149 | 177 |2081b | Primrose,and South Pelaw ..... 68.6¢- | Dublin....... cecccocceoccece 98.0d.to 9 6 
; —_ | anes Na eve «++e88. 6d.to 9 0 
° } 
Yorkshire, | Felling, North Pelton, Redheugh MPUEER- ncvcanccocacsesqooeccvcoveses 5 0 
Prices | Main, Walker's Primrose, West London (from Leith) sevbiinene 80 
Retail higher 10 percent. | yondon. | Glasgow. |Newcastle| Wales. — | Wear, and Whitwell Primrose... 6 9 || London (PoOl)',.......sseceeseeeeseee 5 9 
| Staffordshire. } Lowestoft and Yarmouth . eucesones 46 
| ~ | Craghead, Charlaw, Derwent, Ed- Portsmouth & Southampton . 6s. 6d. to 3 0 
& 64/8 8 a.) 6 d/h ad.) £8. a. mondsley, Eighton Moor, Hartle- —- 7 9 
Iron, No. 1,G.M.B..sssesee00-]4 15 0/3 16 3/3 0013 15 0| 4 6 0 pool Pelaw, Holmside, Lambton’s cee sry 6 9 
1) and 2-inch Socket- pipes 710 0\/6 0060/6 15 0/6 15 0| 7 10 0 Gas, Medomsley, Mickley, New wareae 8 3 
2} and 3-inch ditto ...... 7 00/6 00 | 6 50/610 0} 7 00 Pelaw, New Pelton, Pelaw Main, ym sere 7 6 
4 and 5-inch ditto ........ 6 10 0,5 10 0/5 15 0}6 00 6 10 0 Ravensworth, South Moor Pelton, Foreign.—Per Keel :— 

6 inches and upwards ditto 6 56 0'5 00/5 W0|5 15 0 6 6 0 South Leverson, Townley Main, Barcelona . : re. oi. 22 0 
Retorts, Ist fusion, hot blast 6 00 = '6 5 O|5 10 0 6 00 | Tyne Main, West Pelaw, Wear- WeGES ... .. «occ cccccccc £12 10s. to 13 0 
Ditto, 2nd ditto, cold ditto . 7 00'5 10;};5 6 O]6 OO a Be mouth Hutton,and Witton...,... 7 0 Boulogne and Calais... oe 0 
Tank-plates, § thick and above. sores} 6 10 0,5 10 0'5 10 0/5 15 0 6 56 0 | Cadiz .....« ape 15 10 
Peareth, Ravensworth Pelaw, Wal- Cronstadt .. 10 
dridge, West Garesfield, and West Copenhagen 8 0 
| Pelton....--.+e eeccccccocce eoooee 7 8 | in eater Speedlite 21 0 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBING, | Hamburg...... 715 
| Brancepeth, Dean’s Primrose, Pel- Havre de Grace ......0..+-secseeeers 9 0 
Subject to i Discount. | ton, South Peareth, Stella, Ur- Leghorn............ iasseseees ee 
= ‘ aii peth, Washington Hutton, and ERED cpewccvecssccecvesccoscoscseos 14 10 
j | | | | West Leverson ..os-escssceeerers 7 6 | Rotterdam ...,...--ceccserecses £7 to 5 
Qin, | Ijin. | 12im. | Lin. | fim. | gin Stettin...... spewedenerail £19 15s.to 10 0 
I ———} Wigan Cannel (at Liverpool)...+.:+. 17 © | Tri@St€...cscceceeeseeeeeere £19 10s.to 20 0 

eae $ pe ee geocedé, s. d,| 8. ad. | sd. | s& ad | 6. d.| 6 d | Venice «2.2.0.0 everercoccece eresees 22 

| oe ow 07); 058 Oo 4 | Scotch Cannel :— 

Ai A 30/20 19 13/10 0 9 | Boghead(at Leith).... ...-..0+. woe 2 SUNDRIES. | 
Connecting-pieces, or Long Screws .. 36/28 20 1 6 12 O1l | Kirkness, best ...-.+.++eeseeee eee 23 0 Best Nstle.Fire-bks., p. 1000, £2.10s.to £2 15 0 
Bends,Springs,and Elbows (wroughtiron)| 3 9 | 2 3 19; 10 {| 010 | 0 8 _ | Capeldrae, Ist quality... tee 0 | Cliff’s Fire-bks. (at Wortley), p.1000. 2 15 0 | 
Tees, wrought or cast. esvserenongt 8 °O 2 6 20;}16 ‘4 010 | Ditto, 2nd ditto...+...-se. +++ 6 | Ingham’s ditto (at Wortley),p.1000.. 2156 

AIRED voseesesseseceencnsee | 4 6 | 3 0 $0 | #1234 1 2 | Lesmahago (at Glasgow) ... 0 Fire-clay Retorts, p. ft. po vaateopeed 0706 | 
Iron Cocks ........ 17 6 | 9 6 T4is¢@ 13 3 2 6 Ditto (at —- seeeeeees 0 | Tough Cake Copper, P- —- ooo 93 00 
Ditto, with brass plug.. 2 0 | 16 0/13 0 70/56 6°30. | sd cvorscsoveiess 6 English Pig Lead, p. ton ....++-++++ - 21 00 
Diminishing Sockets, Caps,” Plugs, and | j | WEES vc ccecvovececccsece 0 Welsh Bar Iron (in senna, p. ton.. 7100 f 
Nipples....... 1 3 09 08 06); 06 04 | Haywood, Ww ilsontown (at Gr D) Foreign Spelter, p.ton .. - 24150 
10 08 0o7};/05/)04 0 3 Pirale .cccccccccosecovecs ® | English Block Tin, p. ton - 91 00)/ 
15 0 |14 0 |13 6 | 13 0 | 12 0 _ Lothian’s Cannel (at Leit 0 . 84 100}! 
| | | Myles’ Cannel ...... cairerele 0 | Tarred Rope Yarn, p.cwt. . 00 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
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Advertisenents. 


GEORGE GLOVER & = | 


IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS, 
STANDARD GASHOLDERS, AND TESTING APPARATUS. 


has proved the superiority of their Improved Dry 
general use than any Meter hitherto manufac- 
spector of Gas-Meters for the City of Man-| 
he tested 5707 new Dry Gas-Meters, and only’ 
Co.’s Improved Dry Gas-Meters stand highest) 
extract :— 








Extensive experience, in this country and abroad, 
Gas-Meters, which have come more rapidly into 
tured.—The printed Report of the official In- 
chester, for the year ending 1863, shows that 
5 new Wet Meters; and that George Glover and 
in point of accuracy, as shown in the following 





CLASSES X. & XXXI. 
“* George Glover and Co., per centage of error on the number tested, 2°116. 


Thomas Glover oe on o 2°812. 
Croll, Rait, and Co. - ~ = 5°540. 
Thomas Fletcher ‘ is we 15°121. 
Joseph Boulton ‘5 = - 25°000.” 





Ranelagh Works, Ranelagh Road (near Pimlico Pier), London, S.W.; and 
15, Market Street, Manchester. 


GAS-METER COMPANY, LIMITED, | 


(LATE CROLL, RAIT, & €0,,) 


Beg to intimate that the printed report of the official inspector of Gas-Meters for the City of Manchester for the year ending 
1864 shows the following comparison :— 





NEW METERS TESTED. 
Of the Gas-Meter Company, Limited. . Dry . . 1116 
Wet . . 2992 
Total. . . . . «© « « ——— 2408 
Of George Gloverand Co. . . . . Dry .... 383 


* The Unvarying Water-Line Gas-Meter, in regard to which the following extract from said report refers :—‘* The visiting justices will 
perceive, from a comparison of the tables now appended with those of last year (viz., 1863), that there has been a large increase in the number 
of new wet meters tested, owing to the Gas Committee having substituted the wet for the dry in the case of hired meters.” 





Extract from printed report of the said official inspector for the year ending 1862, shows the following comparison :— 
Croll, Rait, and Co., per centage of error on the number tested. . 8671 
George Glover and Co. a ” - - « 22°727 
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WAnteD. an experienced Gas- 
MAKER, who also understands gasfitting, to 


take the c of a small Work. Testimonials of 
character and.abilities will be required. 

Address the MANAGER of the Knighton Gas Com- 
pany, RADNORSHIRE. 





SHREWSBURY GASLIGHT COMPANY. 


Ww4s TED, by the above Company, 
a MANAGER and SECRETARY. He must 
have had adequate experience of, and be fully ac- 
quain' with, the most approved methods of the 
manufacture and distribution of gas. 

Salary £200 per annum. 

A collector is provided by the company. 

Applications, stating age and qualifications, and en- 
closing testimonials, will be received by R. B. BLAKE- 
more, Esq., Chairman of the Directors, on or before 
the 25th of April. 





TO GAS COMPANIES AND GAS CONTRACTORS. 


w4s TED, by the Advertiser, a 

situation as WORKING MANAGER. He 
can set clay or iron retorts, lay mains and services, can 
do gasfitting, take meters, and do all repairs on a 
gas-work, Satisfactory references as to character and 
ability can be given. 

Apply, D. J., care of Mr. Green, 72, Bordesley Street, 
BIRMINGHAM. 





TO GAS MANAGERS. 
HE Directors of the Brecon New 


Gas Company, Limited, are in want of a MAN 
who thoroughly understands the making and distri- 
bution of gas, setting retorts, taking meters, and fixing 
general gasfittings. 

Wages, to commence, 20s. per week, together with 
house, coal, and gas. 

Applications, in own handwriting, with testimonials 
as to qualifications, honesty, sobriety, &c., to be sent 
not later than Friday, the 27th of April, to EpwIn A. 
WRIGHT, Secretary. 

Brecon, South Wales. 


OR SALE, 1 Cast-Iron Tank, 61 ft. 


diameter by 23 ft. 6in. deep, with cast-iron 
guiding framing and counterbalance-weights, suitable 
for a gasholder to contain 62,000 cubic feet. 
P Also the following cast-iron Tanks, with no guiding 
rai 





ming :— 
1 Tank, 41 ft. 0 in, diameter by 20 ft. 9 in. deep. 
1 ,, 33 ft.6in, om » 18ft.Oin. ,, 
1 , 31 ft.O0in. o. oo &.Cin. 1 
The above are all strong tanks and in first-rate order. 
Apply to Messrs. HANNA, DONALD, and WILsoN, 
Gas Engineers, Abbey Works, PaIsLey, and 9, Fen- 
church Street, LONDON. 


For SALE, a Set of 4 Purifiers, 


consisting of 4 boxes, 5 ft. square (inside) and 
2 ft. 8in. deep; 5-in. connexions; there is a set of 
wrought-iron grates to each box, and wrought-iron 
covers. Alsoa Centre Valve. They are in good con- 
dition, and may be removed at little cost. 

Also 1 Purifier, 6 ft. 2 in. square and 2 ft. 9 in. deep; 
7-in. connexions, wrought-iron cover. This purifier 
is nearly new; and further particulars may be known 
on application to JOHN Moir, Manager, Gas-Works, 
SHOTLEY BRIDGE. 


AS-WORKS on Sale. Holder, 26 ft. 
in diameter, 12 ft. deep; retorts, purifiers, con- 
densers, &c., all complete and in good working order. 
Apply to Mr. Wippop, Cleckheaton Iron-Works, 
Cleckheaton, YORKSHIRE. 











O BE SOLD, the Patterns for Cast- 

Iron Cases for Gas-Meters, 4, 5, and 6 ft. dia- 
meter, and 8 ft, square, of elegant design. 

Apply to Mr.CocHRANE, 28, York Place, EDINBURGH. 


O BE SOLD, a second-hand Station- 
METER, 6000 feet per hour, with clock and 
tell-tale index, overflow and pressure gauges, 6-in. 
hydraulic by-pass, in good sound condition, Wright 
maker, 
Price £76. 
A. Wricut, 55 and 55a, Millbank Street, West- 
MINSTER, S.W. 


T° BE SOLD, a Set of 4 Cast-Iron 
DRY-LIME PURIFIERS, each 7 ft. 3in. by 
6 ft. 3 in., and 3 ft. 9 in. deep, with complete hydraulic 
centre valve, and revolving lifting-crane for the covers. 
Three tiers of cast perforated shelves in each, and 
8-in. connexions. 
_ The above purifiers are in good condition, and sold 
in consequence of larger having been substituted. 

The Company have also for sale at a low price, in 
very good condition, a 3-horse TABLE STEAM- 
ENGINE. 

The whole may be inspected and particulars known 
on application to Mr. GIFFORD, Gas Company’s Office, 
CAMBRIDGE. 


_ Feb. 19, 1866, 











TO TAR DISTILLERS AND OTHERS, 


THE Directors of the Torquay Gas 

Company are prepared to receive OFFERS for 
the surplus TAR made at their Works for aterm of 
three years, amounting to about 30,000 gallons per 
annum, 

Further particulars may be obtained from the Ma- 
nager of the Works at Hollacombe, or from the under- 
signed, to whom tenders must be sent on or before the 
26th inst. J. Kitson, Secretary. 








Torquay, April 12, 1866, 








BE tIsh ASSOCIATION OF GAS 
MANAGERS. 


NOTICE TO MEMBERS. 

All Papers intended for the next General Meeting 
should be sent in to the undersigned not later than 
Monday, the 30th inst. . 

By order of the Committee, 
JaMES BLACKBURN, 
Honorary Secretary. 
Gas-Works, Droylsden, Manchester, 
April 14, 1866. 





BAztA GAS COMPANY, 
LIMITED. 


NOTICE is hereby given that the ORDINARY 
HALF-YEARLY MEETING of this Company will be 
held at the Offices of the Company, 3, Cloak Lane, 
Cannon Street, E.C., on TUESDAY, the 24th day of 
April, 1866, to receive the Report of the Directors, 
the Balance-Sheet approved by the Auditors, and for 
general purposes, 

The Chair will be taken at Three o’clock precisely. 

By order of the Board, 
ARTHUR CLARKE, Secretary. 

March 20, 1866. 





GINGAPORE GAS COMPANY, 
LIMITED. 

NOTICE is hereby given that the FOURTH ORDI- 
NARY GENERAL MEETING of this Company will 
be held at the London Tavern, Bishopsgate Street, 
E.C., on FRIDAY, the 27th day of April, 1866, at One 
o’clock precisely, to receive the Report of the Directors 
and the Balance-sheet and Accounts for the year ending 
Dec 31, 1865, to declare a Dividend, and for general 
business. 

By order of the Board, 
RoBerT KIna, Secretary. 

25, Poultry, E.C., April 11, 1866. 





RECIPITATED OXIDE OF IRON, 
prepared by the process as patented by Mr. HILLs, 
Manufactured by 
ARTHUR WARNER, 
17, LAURENCE PountTNEY Lang, Lonpon, E.C, 





SALE OF GAS-WORKS AT BASTIA, CORSICA. 
ENDERS for the Purchase of these 


WORKS will be received at the Offices of the 
Corsican and Mediterranean Gas Company, 6, New 
Broad Street, or by G. Brady, Esq., Solicitor, 5, Mitre 
Court, Temple, until the 7th of May, 1866. 

The Works consist of a freehold site, 260 ft. by 
195 ft., with gasholder, 60 ft, diameter by 20 deep, 
mains, manager’s house, &c.; and have been erected 
at a cost of £13,600, or thereabouts. 

The coal, coke, 4-horse power exhauster-engine, gas- 
fittings, meters, &c., are to be taken at a valuation. 

The exclusive privilege for lighting is 45 years. 
Price of gas—public lights (165) 9s., public offices 
lls. 3d., genera! public 13s. 6d., per 1000 cubic feet. 
Population of Bastia, 20,000. The town is now lighted. 

Conditions of sale may be obtained at the addresses 
already given as above. 


6, New Broad Street, April 5, 1866. 





AS Engineers, Builders, and Con- 
tractors desirous of SUB-LETTING the LA- 
BOUR part of their Contracts, can be treated with on 
the lowest terms for fitting public and private build- 
ings, erecting gas-works, main-laying, and every de- 
scription of gas work of any magnitude. 
Address, J. NicKHOLS, 34, Wilton Square, NEw 
Nortu Roan, N. 


UCHINHEATH, Lesmahago, Gas 
COAL, known in the market for the last fifty 
years as a first-class gas coal. 


JAMES FERGUSON and CO., 


Sole Lessees of the Auchinheath Coal-Field, are pre- 
pared to ship the above at Glasgow, Greenock, and 
Ardrossan, on the west coast of Scotland; and at 
Granton or Leith, in the Firth of Forth, on the east 
coast. Also to forward them to any railway-station in 
Scotland or England. 

Price and other particulars may be learned by 
addressing 

JAMES FERGUSON and CO., 
Gas CoaL Works, 


LESMAHAGO.,. 








REAT 
in Tredegar, Monmouthshire. 
Another Proof of the Security of 
C. H. GRIFFITHS’ FIRE & THIEF PROOF SAFES. 
{COry OF LETTER.] 
“ Mr. Griffiths, w, April 7, 1865. 

“*Sir—I have much pleasure in stating that ‘the 
‘ Fire-Proof Safe’ you made me about three years since, 
has been the means of a ag | the whole of my 
books, valuable documents, &c., from the disastrous 
fire which consumed my premises on the 24th of last 
month. Although exposed for hours to the most in- 
tense heat, the Safe opened without much difficulty. 

“ Have the goodness to forward me another as soon 
as possible, and oblige 

*“« Yours very respectfully, 
“To Mr. C. H. Griffiths, “E. HORLICK. 
“ Fire-Proof Safe Manufacturer, 
« 23, Cannon Street West. 

««P S.—You have my sanction to use this in any way 
you think proper, not only for your benefit, but that of 
the public.” 


GASHOLDER AND WROUGHT-IRON TANK. 


THE Directors of the Rochester, 
Chatham, and Strood Gaslight Company are 
prepared to receive TENDERS for the supply and 
erection of a Wrought-Iron Annular TANK, 112 ft. 
in diameter by 26 ft. — with a Single-Lift GAS- 
HOLDER, 110 ft. by 26 ft., 14 cast-iron columns, 
wrought-iron girders, and guides, complete, according 
to drawings and specifi which may be seen at 
their Office, 56, High Street, Rochester. 

Tenders are to sent on or before Monday, the 
30th of April inst.,to WiLL1am Syms, Secretary and 
Engineer. 

April 14, 1866. 

The Directors reserve the right to accept or reject 
any tender, although it may be lowest in price. 

N.B—A copy of specification can be furnished to 
any intending contractor on payment of 10s.6d.—W. S. 








TO BUILDERS AND CONTRACTORS. 


THE Gas Committee of Stockton 
invite TENDERS for the following Works :— 
lst. The construction of two brick Tanks, 82 ft. 
diameter. 

2nd. The erection of new Purifying-House, Engine, 
Meter, Governor Houses, Office, Store, &c. 

Tenders to be sent in before noon on the Tuesday, 
the Ist day of May. 

Plans and specifications may be seen on application 
at the Works to CorBer WoopaLt, Engineer and 
Manager. 

Stockton-on-Tees, April 11, 1866. 


ERE GAS, COAL, AND COKE 
COMPANY, LIMITED, 

The Company is desirous of receiving TENDERS 
for the erection of GAS-WORKS, and laying down 
MAINS in the town. 

Drawings and specifications can be seen at my Office, 
or arrangements will be made for their being deposited 
in London for ten days after the 15th inst. 

The lowest or any tender will not necessarily be 
accepted, 

Tenders will be received for the whole works, or for 
the following portions separately, viz.:—Engineers— 
masons and carpenters—town mains. 

Tenders to be sent in by the 28th inst. to the under- 
signed, from whom further particulars may be obtained. 


J. FARLEY RuTTER. 
Dated Mere, April 6, 1866. 








TENDERS FOR COALS. 


THE Directors of the Tunbridge 
Wells Gas Company will be a on Wed- 

nesday, the 9th of May, to receive TENDERS, at per 
ton, from parties willing to supply and deliver 3000 
tons of either East Brancepeth, Pelaw Main, or Lan- 
chester Pelaw, at the option of the said Directors, 
weighed on the Gas Company’s weigh-bridge, and de- 
livered dry into their stores, Tunbridge Wells, in the 
following manner, viz. :— 

800 tons by the 10th of July. 

7 10th of September. 


‘ ’ ” 
600 > 7” 10th of November. 
500 ,, » 10th of January, 1867. 


400 ,, » 10th of March, 1867. 

Tenders to be sent to the Office of the Company, 
Tunbridge Wells, by six o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, 
the 9th of May, marked “ Tender for Coals,” and ad- 
dressed to the Secretary, of whom any further parti- 
culars may be ascertained. 

The Directors reserve to themselves the power to 
reject any tender. 

By order, JoHN READ, Secretary. 
Tunbridge Wells, April 14, 1866. 





THE COLCHESTER GAS COMPANY. 


HE Company are prepared to 
receive TENDERS for the following Articles :— 
1, 1000 yards (more or less) each of 16 in., 14 in., 
12 in., 8 in., and 6 in,, Gas-Mains, at per yard, delivered 
at Hythe Station. 

2. Annular Condensers, scrubber, by-pass, and valves. 

3. Four Purifiers, 15 ft. by 15 ft., with centre valve. 

4. Station-Meter and Governor, to pass 20,000 cubic 
feet of gas per hour. 

All particulars can be obtained by applying to Mr. 
A. C. FRasER, Engineer to the Company, Gas- Works, 
COLCHESTER. 

Sealed tenders to be addressed to the Chairman of 
the Company, Offices, Queen Street, Colchester, and 
delivered free on or before the 25th of April. 

The Company do not bind themselves to accept the 


lowest or any tender. 
By order, W. Waite, Secretary. 





TO GAS ENGINEERS, BUILDERS, AND 
CONTRACTORS, 


Directors of the Crewkerne Gas 

and Coke Company are prepared to receive 

TENDERS for the erection of their new WORKS, 
with the necess paratus, manager’s house, &c, 

Also for the following, viz.:— 

To supply and lay about 150 yards of 8-in. main-pipe. 
” 490 ,, 6-in. o 

350 4-in. a 
At per yard. 
With the branches, bends, and syphons necessary—at 
per cwt. 
To take up and relay about 319 yards of 5-in. main-pipe. 

” 2. t. 

” 450 ” 2-in. ” 

At per yard. 

Also for transferring about 112 services—at per 
service, 

Plans and specifications for the above works may be 
seen on application to Mr. Pote, the Company’s Ma- 
nager,.at Crewkerne, on and after the 18th of April 
inst.; and tenders to be deli d to Mr. MARSH, the 
Secretary, (endorsed “ Tender for Gas-Works”) on or 
before Monday, the 7th of May next. 

The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the 











lowest or any . 
Dated Crewkerne, April 13, 1866. 
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ALFRED PENNY, Gas and DR. NORMANDY’S 


mevove PATENT PIPE-JOINTS., 





——_—_—___. 


21 & 22, WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. 








Mr. Penny having had a large experience in the a = 
construction, alteration, and management of Gas- ps 
Works, begs to inform the Directors of Gas Companies  SSSNSSS rs 


that he may be consulted on all matters appertaining 
thereto. He also manufactures Gasholders, Purifiers, 
and all the various apparatus used in Gas-Works, and 
keeps in stock Retorts and Mouthpieces, Socket-Pipes, 
Bends, Branches, T-pieces, &. &c. 

Plans, Specifications, and Estimates prepared. 


(48: TRON Retorts, Socket Pipes, 


with Sayeone and all es gd Connexions, Lamp 


Columns, Wrought Iron Tubing, Valves,Street Lamps 
Sight Holes, Furnace Doors, Ash Pans, Charging =e SOLE MANUFACTURERS— 


Coke Shovels, Iron Pails and Coke Barrows, Cross s 
se ORITIERS, CORDENGE RS ena SCRUBBERS A, NORMANDY and CO., Engineers and Tronfounders, 
erected complete, or the materialssupplied; with every HOLLY BUSH PLACE, BETHNAL GREEN ROAD, LONDON, NE. 


description of goods in use by Gas-Works, in stock,on . z 
wholesale prices, at Also Sole Manufacturers of the Patent Marine Aérated Fresh-Water Apparatus, Steam Pumps 
Mr. LYNCH WHITE’S, Steam Winches, &c. 
O14 Barge Iron laaaee” Ground Street, These Joints have been in use nearly three years on gas-mains, and are still perfectly sound. They 
© | have also been proved quite sound ee a — of 680 feet — of —. pare 
P The advantages which these Joints offer are economy, perfect soundness and durability, ease 
ATHELS’S Patent Four-Way Dise | ana rapidity of application, use of perfectly plain pipes, so that a tight Joint may be made with 
GAS-VALVES, applied to Purifiers, Gasholders, | gyt pipes, even though the ends do not come close together. Any ordinary labourer is capable of 
or other apparatus, save from ONE-HALF to TWO- | geoure y fixing them. 
ae ae Gnatd Ganics oat These Joints are particularly applicable to gas, water, and suction pipes, and remain permanently 
rubbing ‘| M ; -joi h ve the lead, the gasket, the iron forming thi 
und faces or rubbing surfaces, cannot get set fast | sound; they are cheaper than the socket-joint, as they save ’ g ng the 
owever long they may remain unmoved. The direc- | socket (which in a 3-inch main amounts to 10 lbs.), and the fire for melting the lead. There is also. 
tion in which the Gas is passing can also be seen ata | considerable saving of time, more than four Joints being made in the time mans for making only one 
glance. SS 4 li of the others, and by unscrewing the bolts, a pipe can be removed and replaced with the greatest facility, 
ae Greats, Detes fie. Seetie —. By means of these Joints, which are made of all sizes, pipes made of either wrought or cast iro 
the M G copper, lead, tin, earthenware, glass, bitumen, gutta-percha, suction-hose, &c., may be rapidly a 


BURY, or to the Manufacturers, Messrs. GuEST and e n oe 
CHRIMES, RorHenuam. soundly united, and taken apart with facility. 


— PATENT ANTIMONY PAINT. 


MADE ONLY BY 


GEORGE HALLETT & CO,, 


296, ROTHERHITHE, LONDON, S.E. 




















—— 





This Paint having been in general use over four years (especially in some of the principal Gas- Works), and proved itself the best light-coloured Paint 
produced for resisting the influence of vitiated atmospheres, it is important that its qualities should be more widely known. . 
It is not discoloured like white lead in a sulphuretted atmosphere, nor washed off like white zinc; and its light colour reflecting heat, produces much | 
less ope of gas in holders painted with it than with dark colours, besides rendering them much more sightly. Its specific gravity is so much below 
white lead that the same weight will cover one-third more surface, while it is equal in body; and its price being about the same (28s. per cwt.), it is actually 
one-third cheaper. From experience, its manufacture is greatly improved, and it is quite suitable for all purposes in which white lead is ee ; 

Reference is kindly permitted by the Engineers of the City of London, Commercial, London, and Surrey Consumers Gas Companies, who pronounce it 
the best Paint known for their purposes. 





N.B.—Antimony Paint, COVERING SO MUCH MORE WORK, costs under 20s. per cwt., as compared 
with White Lead at 28s. per cwt. 


LIVESEY FIRE-CLAY WORKS, | 
NEAR BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. | 


ORLANDO BROTHERS, 
MANUFACTURER OF PATENT CLAY RETORTS, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


TUBULAR CLAZED SEWERACE PIPES, BENDS, JUNCTIONS, ETC. 
FIRE-BRICKS, TILES, BLOCKS, AND CHIMNEY-TOPS. | 

















Established 





y 


Mc 


JOSEPH CLIFF & SON, 


THE ORIGINAL 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
Near LEEDS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF 


FIRE GOODS, and SALT-GLAZED DRAIN-PIPES. 
Lonpon AGENT: 


MARCUS BOURNE NEWTON, 
Wharf No. 4, inside Great Northern Goods Station, King’s Cross 


Where is always kept a Stock of Retorts, Fire-Bricks, Terra Cotta Ware, and 
ain- Pipes, 





























— 
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GAS & GENERAL ENGINEERING OFFICES, 
53 FREDERICK STREET, EDINBURGH. 


Mi: JOHN ROMANS, Civil and 


Practical Engineer, may be consulted at the 
above address on all matters pertaining to Gas-Works, 
Water- Works, and other Engineering questions. 

Plans and Specifications Furnished, Works Erected 
and Repaired, or taken on Lease for a term of years. 

Mr. Romans is also agent in Edinburgh for supplying 
High-Classed Scottish Cannel 1Coal andFire-Clay Goods. 


| FEASER'S PATENT RIBBED CAST- 
| IRON RETORTS are being introduced at the 
{| Gas-Works, Derby, Shrewsbury. Portsea, Nottingham, 

‘Syston, Whitwick, Barrow-in-Furness, Seaham, Ris- 
!\borough, Leighton, Loughborough, Corwen, Castle 
|| Donnington, Kegworth, Royston, Woking, Swadlincote, 
Rugby, Carlow in Ireland, Stornoway, N.B.; also at 
Gibraltar and Montreal, &c. 














We are prepared to supply, on moderate terms, 


HYDRATED PEROXIDE OF IRON (BOS OCHRE), 


Same quality as supplied by us to several of the most 
; extensive Gas Companies, and which has given entire 
| -gatisfaction. 


| FRANCIS RITCHIE & SONS, 
BELFAST. 





INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 
1862. CLASS X. 
PRIZE MEDAL 


For excellence of Vire-Clay Gas Retorts, and 
*“ HONOURABLE MENTION” for 
geod quality of Fire-Bricks. 


THROCKLEY, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


STOURBRIDGE FIRE-CLAY WORKS. 


| E. BAKER & CO., 





See 








| | of all dimensions. 

!| GAS-RETORTS always in stock. 

|| GARDEN EDGINGS of various patterns. 
ORNAMENTAL BUILDING BRICKS. 
GRATE BACKS in various designs. 
Contracts eutered into to set Retorts, erect Fur- 

naces, Kc. 

Shipments on the shortest notice. 


‘THOMAS CARR & SON, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
| ‘FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, RETORTS, 


&e. &e. 
SCOTSWOOD FIRE- BRICK WORKS, 
BLAY DON-ON-TYNE. 


DDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON Quay, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 


Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire-Bricks,and every 
description of Fire-Clay Goods. 











i PROPRIETORS OF 

BEST CLASS-HOUSE POT AND CRUCIBLE CLAY 

j MANUFACTUKEKS OF 

| ‘FIRE BRICKS, GAS RETORTS, &C, 

! AMBLECOTB FIRE CLAY AND BRICK WoRKS, 

j STOURBRIDGE. 

| Late in the occupation of 1. and W. King. 

Originally J. Pidcock, Ey. 

| NB A quantity of best Clay Retorts in stock, viz.— 

Circulars, 14 inches, 15 inches. 16 inches. 
D's, 16>¢12, 15>¢14, 209¢16, 169¢ 18. 


IQYANCOCK’S INDIA-RUBBER 
GAS-TUBING. 
All sizes, from § in. to 4 in. diameter and upwards, 





Also, 
|| INDIA-RUBBER BAGS for Gas-Matns. 
WASHERS for Gas and Steam Joints. 
VALVES (pure solid Rubber) for Sream-ENGINES. 
PACKING (Roll or Sheet) for STEAM-ENGINES. 
STRAPS (Rubber and Canvas) for Drivina Ma- 
CHINERY. 
NOSE-PIPES to convey Hot or Cotp Water. 
COKE-HOSE, made specially for rough usage. 
GAUGE GLASS RINGS and WASHERS. 
SUCTION and DELIVERY WOSE-PIPES for 
Putps, Fing-ENnGines, BREWeEnigs, and Factory 


purposes. 
| BRASS JETS, STOP-COCKS, SPREADERS, and 


| UNION ConneECTING-JoINTs fitted to ditto. 
| Illustrated Price-Lists on application. 


JAMES LYNE HANCOCK, 

Vulcanized India-Rubber Works, 
|GOSWELL MEWS, anv 266, GOSWELL ROAD, 
| LONDON, E,C. 


eaten ee 











Apply to Mr. A, C. Fraser, Gas-Works, 
CoLcuesTER. 
XIDE OF IROYM,! 


ILLIAM STEPHENSON & SONS, | 


‘24 WHARF, HARROW ROAD, PADDINGTON, We 


FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, SQUARES, and TILES 


\FJARRIS and PEARSON, 





THE MEDAL FOR 1862. 


Trade Mark. 
€2 Tuz ONLY PRIZE MEDAL awarpsp 
ror TUBES anp FITTINGS. 


CROWN TUBE-WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, STAFFORDSHIRE. 
Warenovuse—8l, UPPER GROUND ST., LONDON. 


JAMES RUSSELL & SONS, 


Patentees and First Makers of Wrought-Iron Tubes. 


W. J. HOLLANDS, 


IRON MERCHANT, 
31, BANKSIDE, LONDON, 5.E. 


Socket, FLANGE, HOT-WATER PIPes, AND ALL 
Connexions; RetorTs, HYDRAULIC Main, Lamp- 
CoLumns, &c.; AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF CasT- 
INGS AXD WrovGut-IRoN-WorK For Gas AND 
WaTER-WorKS, STEAM, AND GENERAL PURPOSES. 








N.B.—All goods kept in stock, and supplied at | 
Estimates given, and orders by post | 


wholesale prices. 
punctually attended to the same day. 


IRTLEY IRON WORKS, 
CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
DURHAM. 

Manufactory for every description of Casting and 
Machinery for Gas- Works and Water-Works. 
Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 
nexions of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 
Bankside, Seuthwark. 
. Office in London, Mr. E, M. PERKINS, 78, Lombard 
treet. 








BELGIAN CLAY RETORTS. 
SUGG and CO., late ALBERT 


@ KELLER, Ghent.—The removal of the import 
duties on Earthenware permitting the entry of Clay 
Retorts into England, Messrs. Sugg, of Ghent, beg to 
draw the attention of the Gas Companies of London, 
and other Cities, to the very superior quality of the 
RETORTS manufactured by them. They can_be 
made of any size, in one piece, and of any form, The 
price will be in proportion to the weight, and very 
moderate in comparison to their value. 

Communications, addresssed to J. Suaa@ and Co., 
GuentT, will receive immediate attention. 


ESTABLISHED 1827. 


OHN BEVERLEY and SON, 
MARK LANE, LEEDS. 

Manufacturers of Patent Metallic Wet Gas- Meters, 
Station- Meters, Experiment- Meters, Governors, 
Pressure-Gauges, Syphon-Pumps, &c. 

Inventors and sole manufacturers of Beverley’s 
double-cased Gas Cooking Apparatus, unequalled in 
economy, comfort, and cleant!iness. 

Meters of any maker altered and put into complete 
repair, to meet the requirements of the Sale of Gas Act 


OBERT MACLAREN and CO., 
EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGOW, 
Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by 
animproved Patent. General Ilronfounders, Gas En- 

gineers, and Wrought-lron Tube Makers. 


D. BRUCE PEEBLES, 


Gas-Meter Manufacturer, 


FOUNTAINBRIDGE, 
EDINBURGH. 











ECONOMY IN GAS MAKING, 


GREATER BRILLIANCY OF LIGHT, 
LESS SMOKE, 


AND 


NO NAPHTHALINE, 


by using 


WARNER'S PATENT ANHYDROUS 
OXIDE OF IRON, 
Which, in addition to purifying Gas from all the Sul- 
phuretted Hydrogen and Carbonic Acid, decomposes 

at the same time the whole of the 
AMMONTA, 
and a portion of the Bi-sulphide of Carbon. 

This is the only material yet discovered which will 
decom all the “ Ammonia” contained in crude or 
unwashed Gas. 

The Hydrogen liberated through the decomposition 
of the Ammonia unites with the excess of carbon, and 
gives an increased yield of Gas of from 10 to 15 per 
cent., of greater brilliancy of light and with less 
smoke. 

The Oxide can be renovated by simple exposure to 
the air. 

Lonpon Orrices, 17, LAURENCE PouNTNEY LANE. 
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FREDERICK RICHARDS, 
CONSULTING AND GENERAL ENGINEER, 
WILMSLOW, CHESHIBE. 

Plans, Specifications, and Estimates made for New 
or the Alteration of existing Gas-Works. 
Gas-Works leased, or Estimates given for the Ma- 
nufacture of Gas per Contract for a term of years. 
Manchester Office: 8, Cateaton Street. 








GAS COAL. 


}WEs*25. RICHARD EVANS & CO., 


aydock Collieries, near St. Helen’s, are pre- 
pared to SUPPLY their best GAS COAL to Gas Com- 
panies on favourable terms. 
This Coal is extensively used by some of the largest 
Gas Companies in the Kingdom. 
It produces 9,400 cubic feet of 17-candle power, and 
yields 13 cwt. of coke per ton. 


AMES NEWTON & SONS, 
(Established 1820,) 
PIRE-BRICK AND TILE MERCHANTS, 
Wholesale and for Exportation, 
FALCON DOCK, 78 anv 79, BANKSIDE, 
SOUTHWARK, LONDON, 8.E., 


Derér for STOURBRIDGE anp NEWCASTLE 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, and FIRE-CLAY, 
and every Article suitable for 


GAS AND WATER WORKS. 
J. T. B. PORTER & CO., 


GAS ENGINEERS, 


MANUFACTURERS AND CONTRACTORS FOR GAS-WORKS 
Of any extent at Home and Abroad, 


GOWTS BRIDGE WORKS, LINCOLN, 
AND 
JOHN STREET, ADELPHI, LONDON, W.C.. 


JAMES MILNE & SON, 

GAS ENGINEERS, GAS-METER, GAS APPARATUS, AND 
GASFITTINGS MANUFACTURERS, 

EDINBURGH, 


& 2, KING EDWARD STREET, NEWGATE 
STREET, LONDON. 











Station-Meters, Governors, Consumers Meters, Gas 
Lustres, Chandeliers, Brackets, &c., and every de- 
scription of Gasfittings and Gas Apparatus. 


W. and H. SIMMONDS, 
RETORT-SETTERS, 
7x, SoutH Street, New Nortu Roap, Istinoton, N. 
W. and H. Simmonds having had long experience in 
retort-setting and the erection of tar-furnaces, beg to 
inform Directors and Managers of gas-works that they 
undertake to set or repair Retorts, and find Jabour and 
materials or labour only, on the most reasonable terms. 


JAMES OAKES and CO., 
ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 


AND 
WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20, WHARF ROAD, 
CITY ROAD, LONDON, 
Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies and the publis, 
that they keep in stock in London all the CASTIN G8 
in general use in Gas and Water-Works, including 
Iron Retorts, Socke and Flange Pipes, Bends, 
a ag and Syphons of all sizes, Lamp Columns, 


N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Columns, 
Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immedi- 
ate attention. 








CHARLES Horsey, Agent. 


ISTER. This Material, which 


is invaluable in the Bessemer process and other 
manufactures where great heat is required, may be 
obtained ready for use for gas and chemicai works, 
from C. E, WaLpuCck, ll, OLD Jewry Cuampbenrs,E.C. 








WALTER MABON & CO., 
Engineers, 
ARDWICK IRON-WORKS, 
FAIRFIELD STREET, MANCHESTER, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
IRON TANKS, GASHOLDERS, 
GAS APPARATUS, 
PIPES, VALVES, IRON ROOFS, 


WROUGHT AND CAST-IRON GIRDERS, 


DESIGNS, SPECIFICATIONS, & ESTIMATES 
FURNISHED. 





PRESERVATION OF GASHOLDERS. 
ILICATE OF IRON POWDER, 


boiled with GAS TAR to a thickness which will 
allow it to be put on with a brush warm, will effectually 
preserve Jron and Wood Work. 
Price of the Silicate of Iron Powder, 8s. per cwt., 
delivered at railway-station in London, 
Address, A. Warner, 17, Laurence Pountney Lane, 
Lonpon, E.C. 








J. STRACHAN, 
CONSULTING GAS ENGINEER, 
68, KING’S ROAD, READING, 

Having had coeay years etperience in the adjustment 
and regulation of the supply of gas to public lamps, 
begs to offer his services to Gas Companies, Corpora- 

tions, or Boards of Health, on reasonable terms. 
Contracts taken for laying mains, general repairs, 
and extension of gas-works. 























~— 
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NOTICE OF REMOVAL. 


THE BUSINESS OF 


WILLIAM SUGG, 


GAS ENGINEER, 


is removed to his New Factory, 


VINCENT WORKS, VINCENT STREET, 


REGENT STREET, WESTMINSTER. 


WATER AND GAS PIPES, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF CASTINGS. 


CLARIDGE, NORTH, AND COMPANY, 


PHG@NIX FOUNDRY, BILSTON. 


KING BROTHERS, 
STOURBRIDGE FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS. 


HEAD on MOUTH PIECE 
SS] —— : 


yi 








~ 





























| 
| 
KING BROTHERS beg especially to can the attention of Gas Companies to the superiority of their Retorts, whicr are made from the celebrated STOURBRIDGE | 


FIRE-CLAY. Mr. King has patented a Kiln for burning Retorts, by which Patent all Cold Air is excluded from the Kiln while burning, thus rendering them FREE | 
FROM CRACKS AND CORRECT IK FORM, By great care in Manufacturing, combined with the advantages in burning,a VERY SMOOTH SURFACE is obtained, | | 


rendering them less liable to carbonize. 
Retort Ovens, Fire-Bricks, Guards, Saddles, Rabbitted Burs, Flues, and Quarries, are all Manufactured of the same quality of Clay. | 
i} 


Every Retort and Brick is branded “‘ King Brothers, Stourbridge.’ | 


IMPROVED GAS APPARATUS, | 
FOR TOWNS, VILLAGES, &e. | 
INVENTED AND MANUFACTURED BY 


Ww. Cc. HOLMES & CQ. 
WHITESTONE IRON-WORKS, HUDDERSFIELD. | 


WILL BE SENT ON APPLICATION :— 
Puans, Specirications, and Prices of GAS APPARATUS ; | 
Puans, Specirications, and Estimates of the requisite BUILDINGS for each size of Apparatus ; 
Pians of the IMPROVED ANNULAR CONDENSERS; 
Pians of the COMBINED PURIFYING APPARATUS, so eminently adapted for Exportation. 


LONDON OFFICES—56, GRACECHURCH STREET, CITY. 


*,* Please address letters to the Works at Huddersfield. 


WILLIAM INGHAM AND SONS, 





| 












RETORTS Leeds. 






W. INGHAM and SONS, having for many years been extensively engaged in the Manufacture of 
RETORTS AND FIRE-BRICKS FROM THE CELEBRATED WORTLEY FIRE-CLAY 
beg to call especial attention to their RETORTS, which have for many seasons proved to be uusurpassed in quality by any in the Kingdom, their FREEDOM FROM 
CRACKS and the ADHESION OF CARBON rendering them worthy the attention of all parties interested in the making of Gas. 
The Works are of such magnitude as to ensure the prompt execution of orders to any extent. 
Estimates for Setting, or Bricklayers sent when required. 
‘ GAS OVENS IN SEGMENTS OF EQUAL QUALITY. 
A large stock of Fire-Bricks, Fire-Clay, Terra Cotta, and Drain-Pipes of all sizes kept in London at CHRISTIE & CO.— 
Wharf, 64, Bankside, Southwark, where all particulars of Prices, &c., may be obtained. 
P N.B.—Zzport orders continue to have prompt attention. —: 


—— 
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TO GAS COMPANIES AND THE TRADE. 
NOTICE OF REMOVAL IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE LATE FIRE. 


J. DEFRIES AND SONS, 


Gas Engineers, and Manufacturers of 
CRYSTAL, BRONZED, & ORMOLU Chandeliers ; 
IMPROVED CRYSTAL STAR & SUN LIGHTS; 
VESTIBULBS, and every description of Gas-Fittings. 


Temporary Show-Rooms:—16 & 17, COMMERCIAL STREET, WHITECHAPEL, 
Five Minutes Walk from their late Establishment, 147, HOUNDSDITCH. 








J. D. & SONS beg most respectfully to inform Gas Companies and the Trade that their CITY 
SHOW-ROOMS are now complete with every description of Lighting Mediums, including Registered 
Designs of Medieval Gas-Fittings, Crystal, Bronzed, Ormolu, and Electro-Plated Chandeliers, Brackets, 
Vestibule-Lights, Bronzed and Gilt Statuettes. 

Special Designs prepared in perfect accordance with architectural arrangements. Estimates furnished 
for the Lighting and Fitting up of Theatres, Music-Halls, and Public or Private Buildings with Gas. 


GAS-MOONS of the Newest Designs. 


The PATENT GAS-REGULATOR and PURIFIER reduced to Gs. Gd. per dozen. Pattern- 
Books of Gas-Fittings, Crystal and Ormolu Chandeliers for 1865-66 are now complete. 


; Works: LONDON and BIRMINGHAM. 
The CRYSTAL CEILING, with Ventilating Apparatus, manufactured by J. Defries and Sons for 
the Stran usic- Hall, 


NATURAL OXIDE OF IRON. 


Messrs. W. DAWBER & SON, 


QauEEN’S DOCK, HTUtit, 


Who with several Gas Companies successfully opposed the prolongation of Mr. F. C. Hills’s Patent for the Purification of 
Gas by Artificial Oxide of Iron, respectfully inform Directors of Gas Companies, Gas Engineers, and all interested in using the 
cheapest and most effectual material for the Purification of Gas, that they are now prepared to supply the NATURAL OXIDE 
OF IRON at a price per ton delivered, or to take Contracts by the ton of coal carbonized, receiving back the spent material. 

References to several London and provincial Gas Engineers of the highest eminence can be given on application to 
W. DAWBER & SON, to whom all orders should be addressed. 


Queen’s Dock, Hull, March 28, 1864. 














TO CORPORATIONS, GAS ENGINEERS, AND OTHERS. 





HENRY ALDER, 
GRANGE METER-WORKS, EDINBURGH, 
Begs to intimate that he has introduced the manufacture of DRY GAS-METERS in 


CAST-IRON CASES. 


These Meters are protected by registration under the “‘ Copyright of Designs Act.” They are much more durable, and at the 
same time more easily repaired than those in Tin Cases. 


Price list and terms on application. 





Established 1830. 


N. DEFRIES’S 


PATENT 


DRY GAS-METERS, 


with 
ROTARY VALVE, 


still maintain their high standing for 
Manufacture, Correctness of Registration, 
Durability, & Steadiness of Light. 


STREET GOVERNORS, PRESSURE REGISTERS, 


TEST GASHOLDERS, 
AND EXPERIMENTAL GAS APPARATUS GENERALLY. 


WORKS: DIANA PLACE, EUSTON ROAD, 


























LONDON, N.W. 























—_—_——_ 
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THE 


GAS- METER COMPANY, LIMITED, 


A. ANGUS CROLL, C.E., Ghkirman’ 
GEORGE RAIT, Manacine Drrecror. T. G. BARLOW, C.E., Consuttinc Enornzrr. 


CROLL’S DRY GAS-METER, 


— 














| (Invented and Patented in 1844, since which time 200,000 of these Meters have been 


| 


|| any in Quality, Workmanship, and Simplicity of Construction, and the only Meters from which Gas cannot be obtained without 
|| being duly registered, MANUFACTURERS OF 





manufactured by Mr. CROLL,) 
Obtained PRIZE MEDALS at the EXHIBITIONS of London, 1851, of New York, 1853, and Paris, 1855. 


IMPROVED.in 1858, 
And was awarded at the INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION of -1862, the PRIZE MEDAL for 


“GOOD CONSTRUCTION and SOUND WORKMANSHIP.” 


Now manufactured by the GAS-METER COMPANY, LIMITED, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON;; and, for the 
purpose of obtaining greater accuracy in all its parts, the most perfect machinery has been adopted, ‘‘ By which the construction 
of the Meter is much simplified, while its liability to get out of order is diminished.” (See report of T. G. Bartow, Esq., C.E.) 


ALEXANDER WRIGHT, 


55 and 554, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER, &. W., 
MANUFACTURER OF 
COMPENSATING & OTHER WET & IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS, 
Of the best material and workmanship, carefully adjusted to meet the requirements of the SALES OF GAS ACT. 
STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS, 
WRIGHTS REGISTERING PRESSURE-GAUGE, EXHAUSTER REGISTER, & REGULATOR; 
STANDARD TEST GASHOLDERS; 
Consumers’ Governors; Inspectors’ Pocket, King’s, and all other kinds of Pressure-Gauges ; Shsamnaaters 
for Condensers, Pressure Registers, &c-, &c. _ 
EXPERIMENTAL TESTING APPARATUS, 

Employed by the best experimenters in this country and on the continent, and by the Gas Testers in the London districts." 

PIOTOMETERS, SPECIFIC GRAVITY APPARATUS, BI-SULPHURET OF CARBON TEST, THOMPSON’S BROMINE 
AND ae POWER OF FUEL TESTS, IMPROVED ALKALIMETER, EXPENSES TAL METERS 

AND GOVERNORS, MINUTE CLOCKS, &e., &e. 


“ANALYSIS OF GAS FOR PRACTICAL MEN,” 


New and Enlarged Edition, with ‘‘ Gas-Meter Testing under Sales of Gas Act,” p.p. 25 Stamps. 


RK LAITDLAW..& SON, 


GAS ENGINEERS, IRON & BRASS FOUNDERS 
Alliance Foundry, 147, East Milton Street, and Barrowfield Iron-Works, 
GLASGOW; 
anp at SIMON SQUARE, EDINBURGH; 


MANUFACTURERS OF | 
STATION & CONSUMERS METERS, ALL SIZES; “i 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBES, ror GAS, WATER,-& STEAM; CAST-IRON RETORTS & PIPES, 
HYDRAULIC MAINS, CONDENSERS, WASHERS, SCRUBBERS, PURIFIERS, & TANKS. | 
GASHOLDERS; 

GOVERNOBS, SLIDE-VALVES, &C. ; 

. WROUGHT & CAST IRON ROOFS. & HOUSES. 

Contractors for Gas-Works of any Magnitude. Plans, Specifications, and Estimates furnished. 
LONDON ESTABLISHMENT—190, STRAND. | 


D. HULETT and CO., 55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, 
PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the ONLY GOOD MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, 
invite the attention of Gas Companies and the Trade generally to their Improved GAS-METERS, which they warrant equal to 

















GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, VESTIBULES, BRACKETS, PENDANTS; 

LOUBLE CONE, ALBERT, SHADOWLESS, & EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BURNER, UNION IETS, BATSWINGS, ETC.; 
IMPROVED FULL-WAY CARTER’S VALVES (much approved of); 
GAS-STOVES, and every article connected with Gas Apparatus. 

CAST & WROUGHT-IRON PIPE BLACK & GALVANIZED. COPPER. TIN, BRASS, & COMPOSITION TUBING. 
D HULETT'’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER 
for clearing out Mains, Services, and Interior Fittings—65s. net. 

Boyle’s Patent Silvered Glass Combinution Reflectors and Outside Lanterns. 
Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Photometer. 
Large Pattern Books’ with every description of Gas-Fittings, Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, 12s. ad | 
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